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Broncos down Tigers in four sets. - B1

Thursday, September 24, 2020

weather
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TODAY Sunny. West-northwest 
wind 5-10 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. East wind 
around 5 mph becoming south.

Details, page A5 Art by Orion Miller
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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A huge 
international study of  a 
COVID-19 vaccine that aims 
to work with just one dose 
is getting underway as top 
U.S. health officials sought 
Wednesday to assure a skep-
tical Congress and public 
that they can trust any shots 
the government ultimately 
approves.

Hopes are high that answers 
about at least one of  several 
candidates being tested in 
the U.S. could come by year’s 
end, maybe sooner.

“We feel cautiously opti-
mistic that we will be able 
to have a safe and effective 
vaccine, although there is 
never a guarantee of  that,” 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, infectious 
disease chief  at the National 
Institutes of  Health, told a 
Senate committee.

President Donald Trump 
is pushing for a faster time-
line, which many experts 
say is risky and may not al-
low for adequate testing. On 

Wednesday he tweeted a link 
to news about the new John-
son & Johnson vaccine study 
and said the Food and Drug 
Administration “must move 
quickly!”

“President Trump is still 
trying to sabotage the work 
of  our scientists and public 
health experts for his own 
political ends,” Sen. Patty 
Murray, a Democrat from 
Washington state, said before 
ticking off examples of  pres-
sure on the FDA.

FDA Commissioner Stephen 
Hahn pledged that career sci-
entists, not politicians, will 
decide whether any corona-
virus vaccine meets clearly 
stated standards that it works 
and is safe. Vaccine develop-
ment usually takes years but 
scientists have been racing 
to shorten that time, in part 
by manufacturing doses that 
will have to be thrown away 
if  studies find they don’t 
work.

“Science will guide our de-
cisions. FDA will not permit 
any pressure from anyone 
to change that,” Hahn said. 
“I will put the interest of  the 
American people above any-
thing else.”

FDA has faced criticism for 
allowing emergency use of  
some COVID-19 treatments 
backed by little evidence, but 
Hahn said if  vaccine makers 

want that faster path to mar-
ket, additional standards will 
be coming soon. Vaccines, 
unlike therapies, are given to 
healthy people and thus usu-
ally require more proof.

But Trump made clear at 
a Wednesday evening White 
House news conference that 
he was skeptical of  any regu-
latory changes that might de-
lay a vaccine’s authorization, 
even if  those changes are 
aimed at increasing public 
trust. Asked about the FDA 
considering stricter guide-
lines for emergency approval, 
Trump suggested the effort 
was politically-motivated.

“I think that was a political 
move more than anything 
else,” he said, arguing that 
that the companies testing 
the vaccines, such as Pfizer, 
Johnson & Johnson and Mod-
erna, are capable of  deter-
mining whether they work. 
“I have tremendous trust in 
these massive companies,” he 
said.

A handful of  vaccines al-
ready are in final testing in 
the U.S. and other countries. 
In one of  the largest studies 
yet, Johnson & Johnson aims 
to enroll 60,000 volunteers to 
test its single-dose approach 
in the U.S., South Africa, Ar-
gentina, Brazil, Chile, Colom-
bia, Mexico and Peru. Other 
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Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases at 
the National Institutes of Health, testifies during a Senate Senate Health, Education, La-
bor, and Pensions Committee Hearing on the federal government response to COVID-19 on 
Capitol Hill Wednesday in Washington.
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SUPERIOR — Up-
holding an old tradition 
in a time of  new chal-
lenges, Superior stu-
dents gathered Wednes-
day morning for a time 
of  prayer together be-
fore the start of  their 
school day.

The Nuckolls County 
Ministerial Association 
coordinated the 30-year-

old celebration of  “See 
You At the Pole” outside 
the school.

See You At the Pole 
is an international 
event, always the fourth 
Wednesday in Septem-
ber.

An estimated 20-25 
students attended the 
event, which began at 
7:45 a.m. However, they 
didn’t actually converge 
around the flagpole, 
which is customary, but 
on a grassy spot just to 
the west of  the flagpole.

Natalie Faust, repre-
senting First Presby-
terian Church, led the 

event with relevant 
comments and prayer.

Jon Albrecht from the 
Living Faith Church 
was in charge of  the ad-
vertising. He usually 
is assisted by Wesslyn 
Williams, a student, but 
she wasn’t available this 
year, although she has 
been actively involved 
for the last five years.

See You at the Pole 
was initiated 30 years 
ago with a gathering of  
10 students in Burleson, 
Texas. It since has been 
observed by millions of  

Superior students gather 
for annual prayer event

PANDEMIC DOESN’T 
STOP INTERNATIONAL 

‘SEE YOU AT THE 
POLE’ OBSERVANCE
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Superior students gather Wednesday morning to pray before school 
during the See You at the Pole event.
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Hastings police are in-
vestigating numerous 
political signs and flags 
being taken from resi-
dences throughout the 
city.

“It’s really increased 
over the last week to 
week-and-a-half,” Police 
Capt. Mike Doremus 
said.

The signs and flags be-
ing taken are promoting 
both Republican and 
Democratic candidates 
and causes.

Not only are signs and 
flags being taken, but 
in some cases there has 
been damage caused to 
flagpoles or other per-
sonal property during 
the commission of  these 
crimes.

Doremus reminded 
residents that taking a 
sign is considered theft, 
no matter the value, 

and breaking a flagpole 
is criminal mischief. It 
could also be trespass-
ing for a person to go 
onto another’s property 
without permission.

“They might have got-
ten these signs for free, 
but people can still be 
cited or arrested for do-
ing this,” he said.

City ordinance in 
Hastings allows tem-
porary signs, such as 
political signs, to be dis-
played 30 days at a time, 
up to four times a year. 
Two signs are allowed 
per residential lot and 
can’t exceed 4 feet in 
height or width.

Signs can’t be placed in 
public right-of-way or on 
publicly owned property, 
including parks, terraces, 
medians and power 
poles. Signs must be 
placed at least 5 feet from 
a right-of-way line and 3 
feet from a neighbor.

Political signs targeted 
in thefts, vandalism
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The risk of  further 
spread of  the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, in the South 
Heartland Health Dis-
trict is back to an “ele-
vated level.”

That’s the indication 
for this week provided 
on the district’s risk 
dial, the district health 
department announced 
in a news release 
Wednesday evening.

The risk dial needle 
advanced from 2.0 for 
last week — a number 
straddling the moderate 
(yellow) and elevated 
(orange) risk zones — to 
2.1 for this week, near 
the low end of  the or-
ange zone.

The risk dial features 
low risk (green), mod-

erate (yellow), elevated 
(orange) and severe 
(red) zones, with the 
weekly reading based 
on a number of  condi-
tions on the ground in 
the health district in 
the week previous. New 
readings are announced 
weekly, generally on 
Tuesdays or Wednes-
days.

The risk reading had 
stood at 2.0 for two con-
secutive weeks. The 
reading has been in the 
orange zone only once 
before, in mid-August, 
when it reached 2.2 be-
fore dropping back into 
moderate territory, and 
has hovered for several 
weeks running in the 
high moderate to low el-
evated range.

In Wednesday’s news 
release, Michele Bever, 
South Heartland health 
department executive 
director, cited the in-
creased number of  new 

South Heartland
risk needle back
in orange zone
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