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Area athletes ready to compete at next level. - B1
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weather
45
27

TODAY Mostly cloudy, then grad-
ually becoming sunny.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. Calm 
wind becoming southwest.
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C
HESTER — For 
Cindy Chinn, 
showing her work 
in the Scrap Art 
Exhibition at the 

Souq Waqif  Art Center in 
Doha, Qatar, was a dream 
she didn’t know she had.

Chinn, who lives and works 
in the former school build-
ing in Chester, was one of  30 
international artists and one 
of  just three American art-
ists invited to participate in 
the show. There were 10 local 
Qatari artists participating, 
as well.

The show was organized by 
Qatar’s Private Engineering 
Office, which presented it for 
the benefit of  the local pop-
ulation of  the small country 
on the Arabian Peninsula.

Show organizers invited 
particular artists they 

wanted, including Chinn.
“I didn’t think it was real 

at all,” she said of  the invi-
tation. “Here’s this country 
I’ve never heard of  in the 
Middle East that is inviting 
me, all expenses paid, to go 
to this scrap metal show. It 
just seemed so unreal. A lot 
of  the artists felt that way, 
almost all of  them. Never 
before has anybody brought 
together 30 international art-
ists representing 14 countries 
into one show and paid for 

A dream in the desert
Chester woman one  

of 3 ameriCan artists  
to show in Qatari art 

exhibition 

Courtesy Art Whitton

Cindy Chinn of Chester shows students how she hand forms brass plate into leaves for 
necklaces and key rings at the Scrap Art Exhibition in Doha, Qatar.

MIKE STOBBE
Associated Press

NEW YORK — 
Drug-resistant “super-
bug” infections have 
been called a developing 
nightmare that could 
set medicine back a cen-
tury, making conquered 
germs once again un-
treatable.

So there’s some sur-
prising news in a report 
released Wednesday: 
U.S. superbug deaths 
appear to be going 
down.

About 36,000 Ameri-
cans died from drug-re-
sistant infections in 
2017, down 18% from an 
estimated 44,000 in 2013, 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
estimated. The decline 
is mainly attributed 
to an intense effort in 
hospitals to control the 
spread of  particularly 
dangerous infections.

“We are pushing back 
in a battle we were 
losing,” said Michael 
Kirsch, a pharmacist at 
AdventHealth Tampa, 
a Florida hospital that 
has seen lower super-
bug infection rates. “I 
would not by any means 
declare success.”

Indeed, though deaths 
are going down, nonfa-
tal infections grew na-
tionally from 2.6 million 
in 2013 to 2.8 million in 
2017. Some worrisome 
new germs are emerg-
ing. And superbugs are 
appearing much more 
often outside of  hospi-
tals, the report says.

For example, urinary 
tract infections have 

been easily treated in 
doctor’s offices with 
common antibiotics. 
But it’s increasingly 
common to see young 
healthy women with 
such infections forced 
into the hospital after 
initial treatments don’t 
work, said Dr. Brad-
ley Frazee, a California 
emergency room doctor.

“We never really wor-
ried about this kind of  
antibiotic resistance in 
the past,” said Frazee, 
who last year co-au-
thored a journal article 
documenting more than 
1,000 drug-resistant uri-
nary tract infections in 
one year at Highland 
Hospital in Oakland.

Antibiotics first be-
came widely available 
in the 1940s, and today 
dozens are used to kill 
or suppress the bacteria 
behind illnesses rang-
ing from strep throat to 
the plague. The drugs 
are considered among 
medicine’s greatest ad-
vances, and have saved 
countless lives.

But as decades passed, 
some antibiotics 
stopped working. Ex-
perts say their overuse 
and misuse have helped 
make them less effec-
tive.

The new report marks 
only the second time 
the CDC has tried to 
measure the numbers 
of  U.S. illnesses and 
deaths attributed to 
drug-resistant germs. 
The first was released 
six years ago. This time, 

Superbug infections rising, 
but U.S. deaths are falling
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Thirty years ago, on 

Nov. 9, 1989, the Berlin 
Wall separating the two 
sides of  Berlin was torn 
down, signaling the end 
of  the Cold War.

To commemorate the 
event, Hastings College 

hosted a series of  lec-
tures and events during 
the week to explain to 
students and the com-
munity why the Cold 
War should be remem-
bered.

“We felt a need to have 
this event because — I 
don’t think I would be 
exaggerating if  I said 
that the end of  the Cold 
War was the major 
event that took place 
during our lifetime,” 

said Sabina Hilaiel, as-
sistant professor of  po-
litical science and inter-
national relations.

The keystone event 
this week was a lecture 
by Doug Bereuter, who 
served as congressman 
for Nebraska’s 1st Con-
gressional District for 
26 years, between 1979 
and 2004. Bereuter’s lec-
ture was about his ex-
perience as a congress-
man behind the scenes 

during major events 
during the Cold War.

“I have never talked 
publicly about the 
things I did during the 
Cold War, ever,” Bereu-
ter said.

Bereuter’s perspec-
tive was on the politi-
cal front line of  major 
events in Europe and 
Asia as a congressman. 
Specifically, he served 

‘A dangerous period of time’
former Congressman 
reCalls experienCes 

during Cold war
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Doug Bereuter, former 1st Congressional District 
representative for Nebraska, gives a lecture at 
Hastings College Wednesday evening about his 
experience as a congressman during the Cold War.
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Associated Press
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. 

— Cattle rancher Jef-
fery Gatzke in South 
Dakota was listening 
in as he worked on his 
tractor in his workshop. 
The first public hearing 
on impeaching Pres-
ident Donald Trump 
is a political show, 
he thinks, but one he 
wanted to tune into.

Nadxely Sanchez, 18, 
watched on her phone, 
splitting her attention 
during a psychology 
lecture at Marquette 
University in Milwau-

kee. As a child of  im-
migrants, she says she 
takes Trump’s presi-
dency personally: “Liv-
ing in the Trump era 
right now is scary and 
we’re just wondering 
what’s going to happen 
next.”

Randy Johnson, a 
63-year-old semi-re-
tired Tennessee man 
and Trump voter, cast 
his fishing line into the 
Gulf  of  Mexico from a 
seawall in St. Peters-
burg, Florida. He was 
happily missing the 
opening gavel. “Oh, is 
that today?” he said.

If  Americans have de-

voured past live hear-
ings in Washington, fol-
lowing each dramatic 
twist and turn, many 
seemed only to nibble 
and graze on Wednes-
day’s proceedings. They 
scanned headlines on 
their phones, read so-
cial media posts or 
clicked on snippets of  
video pushed out on-
line. They planned to 
catch up with highlights 
or clips later, from a 
range of  sources, and 
were content to let it 
play in the background.

The fractured and 

‘Bits and pieces’: Americans view 
impeachment on their terms

RICHARD DREW/AP

Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange Wednesday as 
House Intelligence Committee Chairman Adam Schiff, delivers his opening 
remarks. 
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