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TODAY Isolated showers after 3 
p.m. Breezy. Gusts up to 40 mph.
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The five-county Public 
Health Solutions Health 
District has moved into 
the red zone on its risk 
dial related to further 
spread of  COVID-19 
and has reported the 
first death of  a Thayer 
County resident related 
to the disease.

The increase in the 
risk dial reading, which 
was noted when the dis-
trict health department 
updated its COVID-19 
data dashboard on Fri-
day, came amid rising 
case numbers in all five 
counties.

The red zone indicates 
severe risk related to 
community spread on 
the risk dial, which also 
has green (low risk), yel-
low (moderate risk) and 
orange (elevated risk) 
zones. The dial readings 
are based on several 
criteria related to case 
numbers and health 
care system capacity.

The Public Health 
Solutions district re-

corded three new deaths 
related to the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, during the 
week that ended Friday, 
including the first of  a 
Thayer County resident.

The PHS health de-
partment serves Fill-
more, Thayer, Jefferson, 
Saline and Gage coun-
ties. It updates its data 
dashboard once per 
week, on Fridays.

To date, one death 
has been recorded in 
Thayer County and 
three in Fillmore 
County, along with two 
in Saline County and 
six in Gage County, for 
a total of  12.

Deaths aren’t an-
nounced as being at-
tributable to COVID-19 
until official death 
certificates noting the 
cause have been re-
ceived. At this time, the 
department is awaiting 
receipt of  six additional 
death certificates that 
potentially may affect 

Thayer County 
records first 
COVID-19 fatality

WILL REYNOLDS

wreynolds@hastingstribune.com

C.K. Moore’s short run 
on the pro bowling cir-
cuit years ago helped 
form connections he is 
now using in his first 
year coaching at the col-
legiate level.

Moore, a Pensacola, 
Florida, native, moved 
to Hastings this sum-
mer to take over the 
bowling program at 
Hastings College, fol-
lowing the resignation 
of  Ron Hergott.

Pensacola is part of  
a bowling breeding 
ground, Moore said. 
The South is chock full 
of  king pins and he was 
once one of  them.

“It’s a bit of  a mecca 

for bowling,” he said.
Moore, who was a pas-

tor for 40 years, com-
peted for a little over 
a year on the pro tour. 
But throwing strikes 
in Pensacola led him 
to meet Kristopher 
Prather. 

Prather, 28, is con-
sidered by many as an 
up-and-comer in the 
professional bowling 
scene today. To date, 
he has three PBA wins, 
including one major. 
His father’s alley was a 
spot where Moore often 
practiced and competed, 
and thus, a friendship 
developed.

On Friday, Prather 
surprised Moore’s team 
at Pastime Lanes in 

Hastings during the 
Broncos’ practice ses-
sion.

Hastings College was 
set to host the Bronco 
Open on Saturday and 
Sunday, but it was can-
celed last minute due to 
concerns over the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19.

Prather (pronounced 
pray-thur) already was 
scheduled to make the 
weekend trip, but now 
it’s even more special 
since the tournament 
has been nixed.

“This guy is the hot-
test bowler on the 
planet right now,” 
Moore said. “To have 

Pro bowler visits HC team
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Professional bowler Kris Prather watches Hastings College’s Dave Shields 
during practice at Pastime Lanes Friday.
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Groundwater protec-
tion is a marathon, not 
a sprint.

That is how Tatiana Da-
vila, groundwater geolo-
gist and wellhead protec-
tion coordinator for the 
Nebraska Department 
of  Environment and En-
ergy, described the plan-
ning process associated 
with wellhead protection 
areas. She spoke during 
a Zoom presentation for 
the Hastings League of  
Women Voters on Friday.

She was joined by 
Marty Stange, environ-
mental director for the 
city of  Hastings.

“We have to be think-
ing, ‘How many gener-
ations in the future are 
we willing to think?’ 
That’s a real chal-

lenge,” she said. “Are 
you thinking about your 
kids? Are you thinking 
about your grandkids? 
Are you thinking about 
100 years in the future? 
This is a marathon. It’s 
definitely not a sprint. 
While that can be re-
ally overwhelming, ul-
timately, planning is a 
huge part of  that. We 
have to make the shift 
from being reactionary 
to being proactive.”

The ultimate goal is 
putting less nitrogen in 
the ground.

“We have major re-
sponsibility in the state 
of  Nebraska to be man-
aging this resource in 
the most appropriate 
way,” Davila said of  
groundwater.

Groundwater protection 
takes long-range planning
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C
URTIS — “Semper 
Fidelis” often is in-
cluded at the end of  
emails and letters 
sent from Tyler 

Faber. In Latin, the motto of  
the U.S. Marine Corps means 
“always faithful.”

Each November, the infor-
mation technology techni-
cian who works amid com-
puters, monitors and tech 
equipment from a first-floor 
office in Ag Hall on the cam-
pus of  the Nebraska College 
of  Technical Agriculture in 
Curtis, observes two signifi-
cant events.

The 245th birthday of  the 
Marine Corps was Tuesday, a 
day ahead of  Veterans Day.

As is his custom on Tues-
days, Faber sends to NCTA 
faculty and staff an email ti-
tled, “Tyler’s Tech Tip Tues-
days.”

This week, he provided a 
personal perspective of  tech-
nology and the military, and 
a brief  history about the Ma-

rine Corps, also known as 
USMC.

The Hastings native and vet-
eran, who was an active-duty 
Marine from January 2010 to 
January 2015, served with the 
2nd Intelligence Battalion at 
Camp Lejeune in North Car-
olina.

“I have observed the Marine 
Corps birthday every year 
since I became a Marine,” 
Faber said a week ago. “Do 
not be surprised if  you hear 
the Marines’ Hymn and other 
Marine-inspired music com-
ing from my office on Nov. 
10.”

That did, indeed, occur. 
Faber is one of  a handful of  
NCTA students and staff, 
along with retired veterans, 
who have served with the Ma-
rine Corps.

A MARINE’S PATH

Faber likes a challenge. At 
the age of  10, he taught him-
self  to play the violin. Then 
he took private lessons for 
five years playing the saxo-
phone and thought he might 
major in music at Hastings 
College.

The path led to classes in 
business administration, 
however, and after eight 
weeks he knew that wasn’t 
for him.

Instead, he sought life ex-

perience and income, so he 
worked for several years as a 
cashier, then electronic sales 
associate at the Walmart in 
Hastings. While on a store re-
model at the Walmart in Mc-
Cook, he met a young woman 
named Rachel.

Faber pondered his future, 
had a lengthy conversation 
with a buddy about joining 
the Marines, and shipped out 
for boot camp in California 
in January 2010. That started 
his new life and motto, Sem-
per Fidelis.

When he returned to Ne-
braska from his 13 weeks of  
basic training, he made a for-
ever commitment.

“My wife and I got married 
April 12, 2010, the day after I 
got home,” he said.

That was the beginning of  
always faithful to family and 
the Marines.

His military journey contin-
ued with a month of  infan-
try and tactics training, then 
nine months in his Military 
Occupational Specialty as an 
intelligence specialist.

From Camp Pendleton to 
the Navy and Marine Corps 
Intelligence Training Center 
in Virginia. Then to Camp 
Lejeune and deployment to 
Afghanistan from December 
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Tyler Faber poses in his office with U.S. Marine Corps memorabilia. Faber, a Hastings na-
tive, served five years in the Marine Corps and now works in information technology for 
the Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture in Curtis.
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