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Sodbusters end season with victory. - B1

Thursday, August 20, 2020
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TODAY Sunny. South wind 5-15 
mph, with gusts as high as 20.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. South 
wind 5-10 mph.
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T
he cowboys aren’t 
the only stars of  
the show at the 
Oregon Trail Rodeo 
in Hastings.

Their four-legged counter-
parts have some pretty im-
pressive resumés, too.

The bucking horses and 
bulls that compete at the 
Hastings pro rodeo have 
highly successful careers and 
their share of  quirks.

One of  the saddle broncs 
that will come to Hastings 
is a 10-year-old sorrel geld-
ing named Onion Ring. The 
1,300-pound gelding twice 
has been voted one of  the top 
three broncs in the Pro Rodeo 
Cowboys Association. World 
champion cowboy Kaycee 
Feild won $50,000 riding him 
at Rodeo Houston in 2019, 
and he’s had multiple 90-plus 
point rides.

But he’s got a unique per-

sonality, said TJ Korkow, his 
owner.

“He’s a gentle giant,” Kor-
kow said. “You can walk up 
to him in the pen and pet him 
all over. But when he gets in 
the chute, it trips his trigger 
and he knows his job.”

Most bucking horses aren’t 
as calm as Onion Ring. Even 
in the pasture, Korkow said, 
he can be petted.

“He’ll come up to you, you 
can take pictures of  him, and 
he’ll stand right there and 
want to know what’s going 
on,” Korkow said.

Onion Ring has been se-
lected to buck at the Wran-
gler National Finals Rodeo 
five times. He started as a 
bareback horse; Korkow 
switched him to a saddle 
bronc horse last winter.

On the other end of  the 
spectrum is the Korkow 
horse Asian Orchid.

The 6-year-old mare is a 
bareback horse that has had 
world champions ride her for 
big scores.

But Asian Orchid isn’t like 
her colleague.

“She’s big, gray and kind of  
wild,” Korkow said. “There’s 

no docile to her. She’s on her 
A-game all the time.”

Even when she eats, she 
doesn’t like to associate with 
the other horses.

“When we grain her, she 
gets her own tub,” Korkow 
said.

As a 6-year-old, Asian Or-
chid has a full career ahead 
of  her, Korkow said.

“She has a lot of  rodeo life 
in her yet. She’s full of  vine-
gar and spice.”

The Korkows also will bring 
the bulls to the Hastings pro 
rodeo.

On the load will be No. 517, 
a bull named Standard Tues-
day.

The 5-year-old is black with 
a bald face and big horns.

No cowboy in 2019 made 
a qualified ride on the bull, 
Korkow said, and he’s been 
to four bull ridings this year 
and hasn’t been covered.

Last year, the big name pro 
rodeo bull riders tried to ride 
Standard Tuesday but got 
bucked off.

“He had the wolves at him 
every week,” Korkow said, 
“and nobody has conquered 

Rodeo takes stock
ANIMALS THAT PUT 

COMPETITORS TO THE TEST 
COME WITH THEIR OWN 

RESUMÉS, CHARACTERISTICS

ANITA BURCHAM/Courtesy

A bareback rider rides a Korkow Rodeo Co. bucking horse at the 2019 Oregon Trail Rodeo 
in Hastings. The Korkow Rodeo Co., of Pierre, S.D., will bring the bucking horses and bulls 
to this year’s rodeo, which runs Aug. 21-23.
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Two teenagers died in 
a crash between a car 
and semitrailer truck 
Tuesday night south 
of  Hastings, according 
to the Adams County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Around 11:30 p.m., 
a 2006 Ford Taurus 
driven by Anahi Solis, 
19, of  820 S. Pine Ave. 
No. 123 was traveling 
westbound on Idlewilde 
Road when the vehicle 
failed to stop at a stop 
sign at U.S. Highway 
281.

Upon entering the in-

tersection, Solis’ ve-
hicle was struck by a 
northbound 1999 Inter-
national semi driven by 
Jacob Christiansen, 28, 
of  Wisner.

Solis and one of  the 
passengers in the car, 
Daniel Carpenter, 17, 
of  516 E. 12th St., were 
killed. A third passen-
ger in the Taurus, An-
gel Valdivia, 19, of  8 
Cranbrook Lane, was 
injured in the crash and 
admitted to the inten-
sive care unit at Mary 
Lanning Healthcare.

Christiansen was un-
injured.

2 Hastings teens die
in car/semi crash
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The property tax levy 
rate to support Adams 
County government 
looks to increase by 
about 10% for the 2020-
21 fiscal year.

The team of  county 
officials who prepared 
the budget — Highway 
Superintendent Dawn 
Miller, zoning admin-
istrator Judy Mignery 
and information tech-
nology coordinator Ron 
Kucera — presented the 
proposed budget at the 
Adams County Board 
of  Supervisors meeting 
Tuesday.

The proposed tax levy 
rate is .300555, or just 
over 30 cents per $100 
of  assessed valuation, 
which is an increase 
from .272327 last year.

That means for prop-
erty valued at $100,000, 
the owner would pay 
$300.55 in property 
tax to support Adams 
County compared to 
$272.32 last year.

The .300555 levy rate 
doesn’t include funding 
for political subdivi-
sions including town-
ships, rural fire districts 

and the Adams County 
Agricultural Society, 
which collectively must 
keep their asking under 
15 cents.

The county is looking 
to transfer $1.3 million 
from its inheritance 
fund to the general fund 
for operations.

No action was taken on 
the budget Tuesday, but 
the public hearing to ad-
dress the budget was set 
for 10 a.m. Sept. 1.

The county has until 
Sept. 20 to submit its 
budget to the state.

The county’s operat-
ing proposed budget is 
$36.58 million, which 
is a 12% increase from 
$32.69 million for 2019-
20. The county’s total 
property tax request is 
$11.59 million, which is 
an 11% increase from 
$10.46 million last year.

The budget commit-
tee asked department 
heads to keep budgets 
down as much as possi-
ble, which they did.

Again this year, most 
increases within bud-
gets were due to rising 
wages and insurance 
costs. Some depart-
ments even submitted 
budgets that were less 
than the previous year.

While departments 
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WILMINGTON, Del. 
— Kamala Harris ac-
cepted the Democratic 
nomination for vice 
president Wednesday 
night, cementing her 
status as a leader in a 
party staking its future 
on building a diverse co-
alition of  voters as the 
first Black woman on a 
major party ticket.

She addressed the 
Democratic National 
Convention’s third night 
after former President 

Barack Obama, an-
other barrier breaker, 
warned that American 
democracy itself  was at 
risk if  President Donald 
Trump wins reelection 
this fall.

Harris, a 55-year-old 
California senator, is-
sued an urgent plea for 
voters of  all colors to 
rally behind Joe Biden 
and find a way to vote 
despite concerns about 
the pandemic and postal 
slowdowns.

“Donald Trump’s 
failure of  leadership 
has cost lives and live-
lihoods,” Harris, the 
daughter of  Jamai-
can and Indian immi-
grants, said in remarks 
from a largely empty 
arena near Biden’s Del-
aware home. She said 
she shares his vision 

of  America, “where all 
are welcome, no mat-
ter what we look like, 
where we come from, or 
who we love.”

Harris closed a night 
in which some of  the 
most prominent Dem-
ocrats outlined – in re-
markably frank terms 
– their views of  the con-
sequences of  a Trump 
reelection. Obama, 
speaking from Museum 
of  the American Revo-
lution in Philadelphia, 
warned that American 
democracy was at risk 
of  faltering. Hillary 
Clinton, the party’s 2016 
nominee, said lives are 
at stake in an election 
being conduct against 
the backdrop of  the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Democrats pound their message: To oust Trump, you must vote
KAMALA HARRIS HAS 
FORMALLY ACCEPTED 

THE DEMOCRATIC 
NOMINATION FOR VICE 

PRESIDENT
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Democratic vice presidential candidate Sen. Kamala Harris, D-Calif., 
speaks during the third day of the Democratic National Convention, 
Wednesday at the Chase Center in Wilmington, Del.
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