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Nebraska sweeps Baylor, advances to Regional Final. - B1

Monday, April 19, 2021
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TODAY A 40% chance of rain and 
snow. Breezy.

TONIGHT Rain and snow likely, 
becoming all snow after 9 p.m.
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As road construction 
season gets under way, 
a few projects planned 
this year should benefit 
south Hastings.

City representatives 
provided updates about 
ongoing and planned 
projects, and answered 
questions during a town 
hall meeting sponsored 
by the Hastings Area 
Chamber of  Commerce 
Saturday morning at 
the Hastings Public Li-
brary.

The town hall focused 
on the First Ward, 
which comprises South 
Hastings.

Mayor Corey Stutte; 
First Ward Council-
women Ginny Skutnik 
and Jeniffer Beahm; 
Chamber President 
Mikki Shafer; Hastings 
Economic Development 
Corp. Executive Direc-
tor Michael Krings; and 
Randy Chick, executive 
director of  the Com-

munity Redevelopment 
Authority and Business 
Improvement District, 
spoke to an audience of  
about 25 people.

Among upcoming 
projects discussed were 
quiet crossings along 
the BNSF Railway in 
the downtown area.

The hope is to start 
construction during 
2021 on median barriers 
between Elm and Lin-
coln avenues near the 
BNSF Railway. There 
are currently no plans 
to close any crossings 
within that area.

Stutte said he hopes 
to have an item on a 
Hastings City Council 
meeting agenda in a few 
weeks to approve a con-
tract with BNSF to let 
the quiet crossings con-
struction contract.

The project will be 
split in phases.

Construction would 
occur this year and next 
year. The quiet cross-
ings won’t be in effect 
until work at every 
crossing is completed.

The quiet crossings 
might lead to a rework 
of  the one-way streets 
in downtown.

Also planned this con-

struction season is the 
Nebraska Department 
of  Road’s U.S. Highway 
6 West project.

The project would re-
place the concrete on 
about 1.42 miles of  J 
Street, from just west 
of  Baltimore Avenue 
to just west of  Elm Av-
enue. Concrete would 
be patched on U.S. 6 
and U.S. 34 as needed. 
Americans with Dis-
abilities Act-compliant 
curb ramps would be 
installed on South Burl-
ington Avenue between 
the J Street intersection 
and South Street.

The city’s local match 
for the project is about 
$2 million.

Sidewalk improve-
ments are included. 
Stutte said the project 
should start in the next 
few months.

“I don’t have an exact 
date for you, but they 
are looking to, basi-
cally, resurface South 
Burlington and High-
way 6 west,” he said. 
“We’re looking forward 
to this.”

U.S. 6 and U.S. 34 
is separate from the 

Town Hall addresses 
south Hastings issues
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T
here was fun on the 
front lines, motorcy-
cle photo ops and a 
police car to peruse 
as some 300-plus 

children enjoyed an afternoon 
of  play and exploration at the 
Healthy Kids Day event hosted 
at the 18th Street YMCA Satur-
day afternoon.

Held in conjunction with YM-
CAs across the nation, the an-
nual event gives parents and 
their children a chance to spend 
some play time together while 
learning about some of  the 
many activities offered locally 

to keep youngsters engaged 
during summer months. Sev-
eral area organizations joined in 
the fun, offering games, prizes, 
and information on their events 
geared to children.

Participants included Mary 
Lanning Rehabilitation, Hast-
ings Police Department, Hast-
ings Rite Care, Boy Scouts, 
Christ Lutheran Church, and 
Bikers Against Child Abuse.

Troy Stickels, YMCA CEO, 
said he was glad to see the event 
back in full swing after taking 
last year off because of  public 
health restrictions.

“It’s great to see so many peo-
ple here,” he said. “As sum-
mer is coming, the intent of  the 
event is just to show kids that 

Showcasing 
summer fun

ANNUAL Y EVENT FEATURES 
ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE TO KIDS

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Kathrynn Scherbarth, 8, plays laser tag Saturday at the Hastings 
Family YMCA’s Healthy Kids Day.
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WINDSOR, England 
— Sitting by herself  at 
the funeral of  Prince 
Philip on Saturday, 
Queen Elizabeth cut a 
regal but solitary fig-
ure: still the monarch, 
but now alone.

The queen sat apart 
from family members at 
the simple but somber 
ceremony at Windsor 
Castle, in accordance 
with strict social dis-
tancing rules during the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
But if  the ceremony had 
been for anyone else, at 
her side would have been 
her husband of  73 years, 
who gave a lifetime of  
service to the crown.

Wearing a face mask, 
the queen was dressed 
all in black, except for 
the diamond brooch 

that flashed on her left 
shoulder — a piece she 
had often worn on en-
gagements with her 
husband.

The monarch’s four 
children — Prince 
Charles, Princess 
Anne, Prince Andrew 
and Prince Edward — 
sat nearby, as did the 
queen and Philip’s eight 
grandchildren. The 
stripped-back service 
made their loss some-
how more personal for 
people who often live 
their lives in public.

Just 30 mourners were 
allowed to attend the 
service for the prince, 
who died April 9 at the 
age of  99. The entire 
royal procession and fu-
neral took place out of  
public view within the 
grounds of  the castle, a 
950-year-old royal resi-
dence 20 miles west of  

London, but was shown 
live on television.

Hundreds of  people 
lined the streets outside 
the castle to pay their 
respects to the prince. 
Some held Union flags 
and clutched flowers, 
while others wore cus-
tom face masks featur-
ing the royal’s photo.

“We have been in-
spired by his unwaver-
ing loyalty to our queen, 
by his service to the na-
tion and the Common-
wealth, by his courage, 
fortitude and faith,” the 
dean of  Windsor, David 
Conner, said in his call 
to prayer.

The nation honored 
Philip with a minute’s 
silence observed across 
the United Kingdom at 
3 p.m., its beginning and 
end marked by a gun 

The queen says goodbye to Philip, continues her reign alone
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Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II sits alone in St. George’s Chapel during the fu-
neral of Prince Philip, the man who had been by her side for 73 years, at 
Windsor Castle, Windsor, England, Saturday.

The Associated Press

OMAHA — A teen-
age boy suspected in a 
shooting at a Nebraska 
mall that left one man 
dead and a woman in-
jured was arrested Sun-
day on a murder war-
rant, police said.

Omaha Police said 
16-year-old Makhi 
Woolridge-Jones is 
facing a first-degree 
murder charge in the 
shooting Saturday at 
the Westroads Mall in 
Omaha. Brandon Wool-
ridge-Jones, 18, was 
earlier arrested on a 

charge of  being an ac-
cessory to the shooting. 

The two young men 
were identified as broth-
ers in a previous court 
filing their mother sub-
mitted in 2016 for a pro-
tection order.

Police spokesman Offi-
cer Michael Pecha said 
investigators were not 
seeking any other sus-
pects Sunday.

Terrified shoppers fled 
for cover as shots rang 
out around midday near 
a J.C. Penney store at 
the mall 

Police said 21-year-old 
Trequez Swift was shot 
and died at an Omaha 
hospital. A woman, 
22-year-old Ja’Keya Ve-

land, was wounded in 
her leg, but her inju-
ries are not considered 
life-threatening.

Authorities have not 
described the circum-
stances leading up to the 
shooting, but said it was 
an isolated incident and 
not a random attack. 

Last month, Omaha Po-
lice Officer Jeffrey Witt-
struck  was shot at four 
times by a 21-year-old 
man who was accused of  
shoplifting T-shirts from 
J.C. Penney at Westroads. 
Wittstruck survived.

In 2007, a gunman 
killed eight people and 
himself   inside the Von 
Maur department store 
at Westroads.

Teen arrested in Omaha mall shooting
1 MAN DEAD AND  

A WOMAN INJURED
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