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Frustrated Huskers holding up in ‘broken, messed up year.’ - B1
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TODAY Sunny. Southwest wind 
5-15 mph.

TONIGHT Increasing clouds. 
South wind around 5 mph.
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SUPERIOR — Fire-
fighters on Monday af-
ternoon were back on 
the scene of  a weekend 
explosion at Aurora 
Cooperative’s Superior 
East grain elevator after 
spending more than 24 
hours on the scene Sat-
urday and Sunday, then 
being called back for a 
time on Monday morn-
ing.

The Nuckolls County 
Sheriff’s Office re-
ported that the explo-
sion was called in on 
the 911 emergency line 
around 4:15 p.m. Satur-
day. The elevator is at 
2201 E. First St., along 
Nebraska Highway 8 
headed east out of  town.

Several injuries were 
reported in connection 

with the blast, but none 
were classified as seri-
ous, the Sheriff’s Office 
reported.

Superior volunteer 
firefighters and rescue 
squad members had 
assistance at the scene 
through mutual aid 
from the Byron, Hardy 
and Nelson fire and res-
cue departments. The 
fire departments and 
Aurora Cooperative per-
sonnel worked Saturday 
evening, overnight and 
most of  the day Sunday 
hauling water to the 
scene in tanker trucks 
to apply to the fire.

“We put a lot of  wa-
ter on this fire today,” 
said Taylor Anderson, 
an SVFD firefighter, in 
a social media update 
on behalf  of  the depart-
ment at 8 p.m. Sunday.

Firefighters had re-
turned to quarters by 
that time, leaving co-op 
employees to monitor 
the scene overnight. 
Firefighters were re-
called to the scene 
about 5:17 a.m. Mon-
day to take care of  
some flare-ups, but had 
turned the scene over to 
the co-op and were back 
at the fire barn again 
by 10 a.m., planning a 
posture of  being on call 
throughout the day in 
case further action was 
needed.

The latest call to the 
scene came shortly af-
ter noon on Monday 
with more flare-ups in 
evidence. In a social me-
dia update at 1:50 p.m., 
Anderson said Superior 

Explosion at Superior elevator requires long firefighting operation

Courtesy Nuckolls County Sheriff Department

This view from the air shows Aurora Cooperative’s Superior East grain ele-
vator Monday. An explosion occurred at the elevator Saturday afternoon.
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A 
map in the study 
hall at Adams 
Central High 
School shows stu-
dents they aren’t 

the only ones wearing masks 
during the pandemic.

Under the banner “Masks 
Across Nebraska,” face 
masks are pinned to the wall 
surrounding a blown-up map 
of  the state. Each mask is la-
beled with its related school 
and school colors. A string 
ties each mask to a pin show-
ing the community from 
which it hails.

Denise Schuck, student 
council adviser and junior 
class sponsor, came up with 
the idea toward the end of  
September.

“I just thought it would be 
fun,” she said. “We aren’t the 
only school in the state that is 
wearing masks.”

Schuck understands the im-
portance of  wearing masks and 
has donated her time to help. 
Since the start of  the novel 
coronavirus disease, COVID-19, 
pandemic, Schuck has helped 
provide face coverings to 
friends and former students, 

sewing 1,342 masks herself.
But she also realized the awk-

wardness students may face 
while wearing face coverings 
and thought this project could 
help lessen that for students.

Schuck worked with the stu-
dent council for ideas on con-
tacts students or staff might 
have with high schools and 

Map of masks
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Adams Central student council adviser Denise Schuck talks about the different face cover-
ings she has received for her Mask Across Nebraska display Monday at the school.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Face coverings collected by the student council are part of 
a Masks Across Nebraska display pictured Monday at Ad-
ams Central High School.
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Adams County 
reached the unwelcome 
milestone of  recording 
its 1,000th positive case 
of  the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19, 
in a resident over the 
weekend.

Meanwhile, the four-
county South Heart-
land Health District, of  
which Adams County 
is a part, exceeded the 
1,500 mark for positive 
cases recorded since the 
first was announced on 
March 18.

The 85 new cases re-

corded Friday through 
Monday included 51 in 
Adams County, 20 in 
Clay County, eight in 
Nuckolls County and 
six in Webster County.

With the new cases 
included, the cumula-
tive case totals to date 
by county are 1,031 in 
Adams, 234 in Clay, 154 
in Nuckolls and 137 in 
Webster, for a total of  
1,556.

COVID-19, which is 
caused by infection 
with the novel coronavi-
rus, can cause anything 

ADAMS CENTRAL PROJECT 
SHOWCASES FACE COVERINGS 

FROM ACROSS STATE

SEE MASKS/page A3

TONY HERRMAN

therrman@hastingstribune.com

The Kenesaw United 
Methodist Church is 
providing what its lead-
ership is calling a win-
win for the Kenesaw 
community, as well as 
the United Methodist 
Church’s regional gov-
erning body.

Members of  the Ad-
ams County Planning 
and Zoning Commission 
voted 8-0 during their 
regular meeting Mon-
day to recommend ap-
proval of  a conditional 
use permit for a child 
care center in the for-
mer church building at 

208 Doane Ave., with the 
condition that a plan 
is in place for parking, 
loading and unloading.

Commissioner Bob 
Hansen was absent.

The recommenda-
tion is to the Kenesaw 
Village Board, which 
meets Nov. 10.

The conditional use re-
quest comes less than a 
month after the church 
closed for good.

The Rev. Kathy Ul-
drich, who serves as 
pastor for the West Ad-
ams County Parish, 
which included the 

County surpasses 
1,000 mark for 
COVID-19 cases

Planners recommend 
Kenesaw child care plan

TONY HERRMAN/Tribune

The nonprofit Kenesaw United Child Care Coa-
lition plans to operate a child care facility inside 
the former Kenesaw United Methodist Church, 
which recently closed for good.
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