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St. Cecilia earns sweep over Ord. - B1
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TODAY Patchy fog between 8 a.m. 
and 11 a.m., then partly sunny.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. 
West-northwest wind 5-10 mph.
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Adams County had the 
best insurance loss ra-
tio for the last five years 
among the 83 counties 
served by the Nebraska 
Intergovernmental Risk 
Management Associa-
tion.

The association is a not-
for-profit, member-owned 
and -operated risk man-
agement and self-insur-
ance pool designed by 
and for Nebraska coun-
ties which has been ex-
panded to include other 
select county-related pub-
lic agencies.

Marshall Tofte, 
NIRMA communica-
tions and events man-
ager, was on hand 
during the Adams 
County Board of  Super-
visors meeting Tues-
day to present Adams 
County with the out-
standing loss history 
award plaque for 2020, 
as well as a $1,000 check 
to apply toward other 
loss prevention activi-

ties in the future.
Tofte took a photo of  

the supervisors posing 
with the award in front 
of  the mural outside the 
supervisors’ meeting 
room.

The supervisors them-
selves were impressed 
with the honor.

“This is pretty awe-
some,” Board Chairman 
Lee Hogan said.

Supervisor Dale Cur-
tis said the achievement 
was especially impres-
sive because of  external 
factors.

“That’s a hard thing 
to obtain because you 
can’t control every-
thing,” he said.

Also during the meet-
ing, the supervisors 
voted 4-0-2 to approve 
an architectural ser-
vices agreement be-
tween Adams County 
and Prochaska and 
Associates of  Omaha 
for the Adams County 
Justice Center. The ac-
tion includes removing 
references to “former” 
county board member 
Scott Thomsen as the 
contact person for the 
county, because Thom-
sen will remain in of-
fice until his successor, 

Adams County honored 
for insurance achievement
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The chief  medical officer at 
Mary Lanning Healthcare on 
Tuesday afternoon became 
the first hospital staff mem-
ber to be vaccinated against 
the novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19.

In a news release, Mary 
Lanning said Dr. Abel Luk-
san rolled up his sleeve 
around 3 p.m. and received 
the shot as several other 
frontline health care workers 
watched and applauded.

Luksan and the colleagues 
and co-workers who followed 
him all work with COVID-19 
patients.

Mary Lanning expected 
to receive 195 doses of  the 

Pfizer vaccine on Tuesday. 
The product started mov-
ing around the United States 
over the weekend after the 
U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration approved it for emer-
gency use Friday evening.

Michele Bever, executive di-
rector of  the South Heartland 
District Health Department, 
delivered the vaccine to Mary 
Lanning Pharmarcy Director 
Debra Lee.

The Pfizer vaccine must be 
held at super-cold tempera-
tures before it is thawed prior 
to use. Those being vacci-
nated receive an initial shot 
and then a second shot at a 
later date.

A determination has been 
made at the national level 

that frontline health care 
workers, including emer-
gency medical services per-
sonnel, and residents and 
staff members at long-term 
care facilities should be at the 
head of  the line for COVID-19 
vaccinations, based on the 
risks associated with them 
becoming infected.

Mary Lanning said Tuesday 
that while details aren’t yet 
available concerning when 
its next allocation of  vac-
cine may arrive, the hospital 
plans to continue vaccinating 
health care workers as the 
supply allows.

According to South Heart-
land statistics, as of  Monday 

Mary Lanning frontline workers get COVID-19 vaccine
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Dr. Abel Luksan, chief medical officer at Mary Lanning 
Healthcare, is vaccinated against the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, at the hospital Tuesday.
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For the Tribune

A family trip to Europe sparked 
the inspiration for an eyewear 
business in downtown Hastings.

Mikeala Krueger, who has been 
in the eyewear and eyecare busi-
ness for 20 years, opened Optika 
Curated Eyewear, 620 W. Second 
St., earlier this month.

It was in 2017 that she decided 
to open her own eyewear shop.

That year she took a trip to Eu-
rope with her husband and two 
daughters that included a tour 
of  four countries. She sought 
out small optical shops in three 
of  the countries for inspiration 
and ideas of  how she wanted her 
business back home to be like.

“We designed Optika to feel when 
you walk in as though you’re walk-
ing in a small optical shop in Vi-
enna,” Krueger said.”I wanted 
clients to walk into our space and 
feel transported to Europe. “

She said her historic downtown 
location is perfect in giving her 
customers the same feel that she 
had while in Europe.

“Optika is a space dedicated to 
a sense of  comfort and beauty,” 
she said.

Her shop’s design isn’t the only 
thing that inspired 
Krueger on that 
trip. She offers Eu-
ropean products, as 
well.

“We emphasize 
beautiful Europe-

an-designed frames from France 
and Germany,” Krueger said.

They also offer frames from 
Spain and a few American lines, 
as well.

“What we’re doing here at Op-
tika is we have a wide range of  
quality products at exceptional 
values,” Krueger said.

Along with high-quality lenses, 
Krueger said, she wants to make 

sure she is offering each cus-
tomer a personalized experience.

“I want to get to know them, to 
help them find solutions for their 
eyes,” she said. “Our personal 
voice is more than just our sound.”

With the culture we live in, mu-
sic, fashion and even eyewear 
can all be our voice, she said.

“Uniqueness is what set us all 
apart,” Krueger said.

She said that is why she wants 
to help customers find their own 
style when it comes to lenses.

“I really want people to look at 
themselves and decide for them-
selves what’s best for them,” 
Krueger said.

Krueger has traveled to plenty 
of  places around the world, but, 
to her, Hastings is special.

“I think after you’ve lived in 
Hastings even after such a short 
period of  time, people know 
that Hastings is exceptional,” 
Krueger said.

European trip inspires new business

AMY ROH/Tribune

Mikaela Krueger is the owner of Optika which re-
cently opened at 620 W. Second St. in downtown 
Hastings.
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N
early crawl-
ing over the 
side of  the 
shopping 
cart, 3-year-

old Finn Johnson eagerly 
reached for a can of  tuna 
to help his sister and par-
ents distribute food into 
boxes that will go out 
to local individuals and 
families being assisted 
this holiday season by 
the Goodfellows.

Finn and his sister, 
Harper, 7, were among 
the youngest volunteers 
who helped Tuesday 
evening at the Adams 
County Fairgrounds.

Their parents, Josh and 
Bailey Johnson, said the 
activity was a good learn-
ing experience for chil-
dren. The kids counted 
out supplies for each box 
and practiced listening 

Food
for

thought
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Seven-year-old Harper Johnson adds Tuna Helper to boxes 
Tuesday night at the Adams County Fairgrounds while volun-
teering for Goodfellows.

VOLUNTEERS PACK BOXES 
FOR THOSE IN NEED
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