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TODAY A 20% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms after 4 p.m.

$1.75 on newstands

Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

TONIGHT A 50% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5 Art by Piper Rutt

JIH opens area tourney with win. - C1

ANDY RAUN
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Donald P. Schneider 
has spent much of  his 
life probing the heav-
ens, using observational 
techniques to gather 
clues as to the origins 
and nature of  the uni-
verse.

Schneider, 64, is Dis-
tinguished Professor of  
Astronomy and Astro-

physics and head of  the 
Depart-
ment of  
Astron-
omy and 
Astro-
physics 
at Penn 
State Uni-
versity in 
University 

Park, Pennsylvania. His 
primary research in-

terest is observational 
cosmology, and he is 
world-renowned for his 
accomplishments, which 
have included develop-
ing a new technique to 
measure distances to 
galaxies; being the first 
to detect Comet Halley 
in 1982 as it passed 1 bil-
lion miles from Earth — 
a greater distance than 
any comet ever had been 

detected up to that time; 
and on multiple occa-
sions discovering the 
most distant known ob-
ject in the universe.

Once, however, 
Schneider was a farm 
boy growing up in east-
ern Kearney County 
and hewing to the or-
dinary pursuits of  
boyhood and adoles-
cence: Attending pub-

lic schools in Heartwell 
and later in Minden; go-
ing to Mass and study-
ing his catechism at 
Holy Family Catholic 
Church in Heartwell; 
helping his father irri-
gate and cut wheat in 
the summertime; being 
the dutiful eldest child 
in a family of  seven 
brothers and sisters.

Even then, however, 

Schneider had his eyes 
on the sky — and not 
just to watch for an 
approaching thunder-
storm that, under cer-
tain circumstances, 
may provide a day off 
for farmers. In a 2009 in-
terview, he told the Tri-
bune that his interest in 
astronomy dates back 
to early childhood, and 
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Race to moon inspired Heartwell boy to keep looking up 

SEE SCHNEIDER/page A3

Footprints in history

AMY ROH/Tribune

The front page of the Hastings Daily Tribune on July 21, 1969, recounted 
the Apollo 11 moon landing of the previous day.

JOHN HUTHMACHER

johnh@hastingstribune.com

Retired longtime 
Hastings College sci-
ence professor Clyde 
Sachtleben remem-
bers just how lonely 
and deserted Nashville 
looked the day Apollo 11 
touched 
down on 
the moon 
50 years 
ago today.

Attend-
ing a 10-
day con-
ference 
at Van-
derbilt University with 
his wife and son in 
tow, Sachtleben had 
little idea just how 
much of  an impact the 
moon landing would 
have on his own life, 
let alone the lives of  
people worldwide for 
decades to come. But 
the emptiness he expe-
rienced looking upon 

what looked to be an 
abandoned city left and 
impression unlike any-
thing he’s witnessed 
since.

“I remember the night 
specifically, oh my good-
ness!” he said. “We were 
in a dorm and I looked 
out on what was usu-
ally a very busy street 
and there wasn’t one 
car moving. The streets 
were vacant: People 
were inside watching 
their televisions.”

What they were 
watching lifted the pos-
sibilities for mankind 
to the heavens, with 
astronauts Neil Arm-
strong and Buzz Aldrin 
(with Michael Collins in 
lunar orbit in the com-
mand module) taking 
those monumental first 
steps on the moon’s 
surface. The mission, 
which endured for 8 
days, 3 hours, 18 min-
utes and 35 seconds, 
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When Ken Stein 
wanted to find his fa-
ther’s 1970 Case tractor 
nearly 30 years after it 
was sold in a farm auc-
tion, he was able to use 
the sales record to track 
it to a farm near Axtell 
where it was still being 
used on a feed wagon.

“I talked to him, told 
him what I wanted to 
do with it, and he was 
more than willing to sell 
it,” the rural Hastings 
man said.

In fact, Stein’s father’s 
name, Willard Stein, 
was still written on the 
dashboard.

“I restored the full 
tractor, but I left the 
dash like it was, with 
his name on it,” he said.

Stein entered the re-
furbished 1970 870 Case 
Agri King into the Ad-
ams County Fairfest 
Open Class competition 
where it earned a pur-
ple ribbon and is on dis-
play in the fairgrounds’ 
activities building.

The Open Class and 
4-H static exhibits are 
open 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

today and 1-7 p.m. on 
Sunday, the fair’s final 
full day.

Stein bought the trac-
tor about three years 
ago and began the re-
building process right 
away, which took about 
nine months.

He hired out the paint-
ing but did all the me-
chanical work himself.

“The engine got totally 
rebuilt, all tore apart, 
new pistons, new liners, 
the whole works in the 
engine,” he said. “It’s 
in good shape. It’s got a 
new clutch.”

He took it on the Trac-
tor Relay Across Ne-
braska two years ago 
from Holdrege to the 
state Capitol in Lincoln 
and also has partici-
pated in local tractor 
drives.

“I really like this trac-
tor because it’s got heat-
ing and air condition-
ing,” Stein said. “In 1970 
this was one of  the few 
tractors that had air 
conditioning. My idea is 
if  I enjoy doing it I want 
to do it, but if  I have 

Fair exhibits come with backstories
OPEN CLASS 

EXHIBITORS SHARE 
EXPERIENCES
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Ken Stein poses Thursday with his rebuilt trac-
tor, which is an Adams County Fairfest Open 
Class entry.

SEE FAIR/page A5
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NASA astronaut and Hastings College alumnus 
Clayton Anderson is pictured with then HC Pres-
ident Phil Dudley and Clyde Sachtleben (right) 
during an event at the college in March 2008.

MEN WITH HC TIES 
REFLECT ON APOLLO 

11, EARLY U.S. SPACE 
PROGRAM

SEE APOLLO/page A3

W
hat’s better on a hot 
Friday afternoon in 
July than a bowl of  
ice cream?

How about seven 
bowls of  ice cream?

I had the pleasure of  trying seven 
different flavors of  ice cream as a 
judge for the 4-H ice 
cream contest at the 
Adams County Fair-
fest.

This fun indoor con-
test, which is great 
on an extremely hot 
day, gives 4-H’ers the 
chance to make ice 
cream using their 
choice of  recipe and 
ingredients. Those 
concoctions are then judged and rib-
bons given.

Traditionally, the kids will put their 
ingredients into a small coffee can and 
the lid is sealed shut with tape. The 
can is then put inside a larger coffee 
can and surrounded by rock salt.

The 4-H’ers will then roll the can 
back and forth until the liquid mix-
ture inside turns to ice cream.

In recent years, kids have started 
using what I call “hamster balls” in-
stead of  the coffee cans to make ice 
cream.

The hamster balls are basically plas-
tic balls with a hollow core that are 
filled with the ice cream mix. Then, 
the rock salt is put in through an-

other entrance on the opposite end.
I had never used or experienced 

the hamster ball, so I was eager to 
see how they performed next to the 
traditional coffee cans. The risk 
with the coffee cans is that rock salt 
can get into the ice cream upon re-
moval or when the chef  adds ingre-
dients late in the mixing process.

For many years, Tribune staff 
members have been asked to serve 
as judges for the contest. When I got 
the call from Nebraska Extension 

Judging 4-H ice cream 
contest cool opportunity

AMY ROH/Tribune

Jenna Cecrle (right) and Kate-
lyn Cecrle compete in the 4-H ice 
cream in a can contest Friday at 
Adams County Fairfest.
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