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Surging virus cases
get a shrug in many
Midwestern towns
GRANT SCHULTE

Associated Press

ELMWOOD — Danny
Rice has a good sense
of how dangerous the
coronavirus can be.
What puzzles him are
the people who have
curtailed so much of
their lives to avoid being
infected by the virus.
“I’m not going out and
looking to catch it,” he
said, sitting at a cluttered desk in his auto
repair shop in the tiny
eastern Nebraska community of Elmwood. “I
don’t want to catch it.
But if I get it, I get it.
That’s just how I feel.”
Plenty of people agree
with Rice, and health
experts acknowledge
those views are powering soaring COVID-19
infection rates, especially in parts of the rural Midwest where the
disease is spreading unabated and threatening
to overwhelm hospitals.
It’s not that people in
Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota,
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Husker quarterback Luke McCaffrey takes the field against Penn State Saturday as fans
watch the game at the Rivoli Theatre.

Big Red on the big screen
FOOTBALL FANS WATCH
GAME AT MOVIE THEATER
WILL VRASPIR
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Richard Beblan (left) of Clay Center and his son, Scott, of
Hastings, cheer for the Huskers Saturday while watching
the game at the Rivoli Theatre in downtown Hastings.
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The Rivoli
Theatre
marquee in
downtown
Hastings advertises a
Husker football watch
party Saturday.

atching the
action on the
big screen as
they would
a summer
blockbuster movie, football
fans clapped and cheered
Saturday as the Nebraska
Cornhuskers took an early
lead against Penn State.
The Rivoli 3 Theatre, 528 W.
Second St., has been opening
its doors to Husker fans for
games this season, streaming
the games on the 30-feet-high
screen usually reserved for
the latest movie releases.
Scott Bedlan of Hastings
came to watch the game with
his father. It was the second
time he had been to the theater on Game Day, and he enjoyed the atmosphere more
than going to a bar.
“This is the ultimate big
screen,” Bedlan said. “It’s
quite an experience. I definitely support it.”
Jay Rodgers, manager at
the Rivoli, said Saturday’s
was the third game the theater streamed. He said the
idea came from another
Fridley Theatres venue in
Des Moines, Iowa, deciding
to stream high school football games. Fridley Theatres

Iowa and elsewhere
don’t realize their states
are leading the nation
in new cases per capita.
It’s that many of them
aren’t especially concerned.
Wayne County, home
to 6,400 people in southern Iowa, has the state’s
second-highest case
rate, yet its public health
administrator, Shelley
Bickel, says mask-wearing is rare. She finds it
particularly appalling
when she sees older people, who are at high risk,
shopping at a grocery
store without one.
“I just want to get on
the speaker and say,
‘Why don’t you have
your mask on?’ It’s just
amazing,” Bickel said.
Jenna Lovaas, public
health director of Jones
County, Iowa, said even
now that her rural
county has the state’s
highest virus rate, people have opted not to
make any changes, such
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SpaceX launches 2nd crew,
regular crew flights begin
MARCIA DUNN

AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — SpaceX
launched four astronauts to the International Space Station on
Sunday on the first fullfledged taxi flight for
NASA by a private company.
The Falcon rocket
thundered into the
night from Kennedy
Space Center with three
Americans and one
Japanese, the second
crew to be launched by
SpaceX. The Dragon
capsule on top — named
Resilience by its crew
in light of this year’s
many challenges, most
notably COVID-19 —
reached orbit nine minutes later. It is due to
reach the space station
late Monday and remain there until spring.
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“And Resilience rises
...,” a launch commentator announced at liftoff.
Sidelined by the coronavirus himself, SpaceX
founder and chief executive Elon Musk was
forced to monitor the
action from afar. He
tweeted that he “most
likely” had a moderate case of COVID-19.
NASA policy at Kennedy Space Center requires anyone testing
positive for coronavirus
to quarantine and remain isolated.
Sunday’s launch follows by just a few
months SpaceX’s
two-pilot test flight. It
kicks off what NASA
hopes will be a long series of crew rotations
between the U.S. and
the space station, after
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Goodfellows gets under way
HASTINGS TRIBUNE
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Applications will be
taken beginning Monday for the Hastings
Tribune’s annual Goodfellows program, which
provides food and toys
to area families for the
holiday season.
Goodfellows applications will be accepted
from Nov. 16 to Dec. 10.
They are available at
the Hastings Tribune,
908 W. Second St.
Also beginning Monday is the Goodfellows
toy drive. Bins have
been placed around
town for the donation
of new, unwrapped toys
for children 12 and under.

Due to the novel coronavirus disease pandemic and directed
health measures, the
week-long box packing
will be altered this year.
To allow room for social distancing and
help prevent community spread, fewer volunteers will be called
upon to work each
night. Families will
be provided wrapping
supplies rather than
receiving toys already
wrapped.
Pick-up and delivery
will look different as
Goodfellows switches to
curbside only.
People accepted by
the program will have
boxes of food and/or

toys delivered to their
homes on Saturday,
Dec. 19. Anyone who
may not be home at that
time can pick up a box
on Friday, Dec. 18.
The program began
in 1926 when Hastings
Daily Tribune publisher
Adam Breede and editor Harry Smith decided to serve as “good
fellows” to less fortunate families.
As Breede and Smith
discussed the idea with
people around town,
more people and businesses got involved. Before long, the Goodfellows program became a
Hastings tradition that
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Goodfelllows volunteer Doug Bruce slides a box toward the door at the Adams County Fairgrounds so it can be delivered Dec. 21, 2013. The Hastings
Tribune is starting its 2020 Goodfellows program on Nov. 16.

TODAY Sunny. Northwest wind
10-15 mph, with 20 mph gusts.
TONIGHT Mostly clear. Northwest
wind around 5 mph.
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