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TODAY Wind chill values between 
-1 and 6. Blustery.

TONIGHT Wind chill values be-
tween -2 and 3.
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As the final cell of  

Hastings’ solid waste 
landfill opens, the city 
is looking to the future 
of  solid waste manage-
ment for the entire area.

Van Kirk Brothers of  
Sutton built the sixth 
cell of  the landfill with 
an early November 
deadline.

The landfill cell is 42 
feet deep and encom-
passes six acres and 
150,000 cubic yards, 
which City Engineer 
Dave Wacker said is 
similar in size to the 
other cells.

Its completion comes 
about 25 years after 
construction began on 
the first cell — on the 
southeast edge of  the 
landfill.

Subsequent cells were 
built, from east to west.

“Here it is 2019, and 
here it is the last phase, 

and there’s no other 
spot available on this 
parcel of  land because 
of  flood plain and 
things like that,” said 
Jack Newlun, the city’s 
solid waste superinten-
dent.

The final cell has a 
seven-year life expec-
tancy.

Newlun said after that 
the landfill can be built 
up 100 feet at a five-to-
one slope.

Building up the 

Landfill opens final cell
Solid waSte maSter 
plan needed for any 

future Site

AMY ROH/Tribune

Garbage is deposited at the Hastings Solid Waste Facility Nov. 1.
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AND MICHELLE MINKOFF

Associated Press
On a cold morning last March, 

Kenny Angel got a frantic knock 
on his door. Two workers from 
a utility company in northern 
Nebraska had come with a stark 
warning: Get out of  your house.

Just a little over a quarter-mile 
upstream, the 92-year-old Spen-
cer Dam was straining to con-
tain the swollen, ice-covered Ni-
obrara River after an unusually 
intense snow and rainstorm. 
The workers had tried but failed 
to force open the dam’s frozen 
wooden spillway gates. So, fear-
ing the worst, they fled in their 
truck, stopping to warn Angel 
before driving away without him.

Minutes later, the dam came 
crashing down, unleashing 
a wave of  water carrying ice 
chunks the size of  cars. Angel’s 
home was wiped away; his body 
was never found.

“He had about a 5-minute no-
tice, with no prior warning the 
day before,” Scott Angel, one of  
Kenny’s brothers, said.

State inspectors had given the 
dam a “fair” rating less than 
a year earlier. Until it failed, it 

looked little different from thou-
sands of  others across the U.S. 
— and that could portend a prob-
lem.

A more than two-year investi-
gation by The Associated Press 
has found scores of  dams nation-
wide in even worse condition, 
and in equally dangerous loca-
tions. They loom over homes, 
businesses, highways or entire 
communities that could face 
life-threatening floods if  the 
dams don’t hold.

A review of  federal data and 
reports obtained under state 
open records laws identified 
1,688 high-hazard dams rated in 
poor or unsatisfactory condition 
as of  last year in 44 states and 
Puerto Rico. The actual num-
ber is almost certainly higher: 
Some states declined to provide 
condition ratings for their dams, 
claiming exemptions to public 
record requests. Others simply 
haven’t rated all their dams due 
to lack of  funding, staffing or au-
thority to do so.

Deaths from dam failures have 
declined since a series of  cata-
strophic collapses in the 1970s 
prompted the federal and state 
governments to step up their 

safety efforts. Yet about 1,000 
dams have failed over the past 
four decades, killing 34 people, 
according to Stanford Univer-
sity’s National Performance of  
Dams Program.

Built for flood control, irriga-
tion, water supply, hydropower, 
recreation or industrial waste 
storage, the nation’s dams are 
over a half-century old on av-
erage. Some are no longer ad-
equate to handle the intense 
rainfall and floods of  a changing 
climate. Yet they are being relied 
upon to protect more and more 
people as housing developments 
spring up nearby.

“There are thousands of  peo-
ple in this country that are living 
downstream from dams that are 
probably considered deficient 
given current safety standards,” 
said Mark Ogden, a former Ohio 
dam safety official who is now a 
technical specialist with the As-
sociation of  State Dam Safety Of-
ficials.

The association estimates it 
would take more than $70 bil-
lion to repair and modernize the 
nation’s more than 90,000 dams. 

Aging U.S. dams pose risk to thousands

Nebraska Department of Natural Resources via AP

This combination of photos provided by the Ne-
braska Department of Natural Resources shows 
the Spencer Dam near Spencer in November 2013 
(top) when it was holding back water on the Niobr-
ara River and again in March 2019, after the dam 
failed during a flood. State inspectors had given 
the dam a “fair” rating less than a year earlier. 

PAT EATON-ROBB
Associated Press

E
NFIELD, Conn. 
— Connecticut 
prison inmate 
Daniel Elliot says 
he didn’t feel 

comfortable talking about 
his problems until he met 
Hank and Sparky — who 
happen to be horses.

Elliot suffered a traumatic 
brain injury during an ac-
cident while serving on an 
attack submarine in the 
Navy. He is serving time for 
a 2017 arson, which he says 
he committed in an effort to 
kill himself  inside his Nor-
wich apartment.

Elliot is housed in a spe-
cial 110-bed unit for military 
veterans that was set up in 
2015 at the Willard-Cybul-
ski Correctional Institution 
in Enfield. He is among a 
handful of  those vets cho-
sen to take part in the new 
equine-assisted psychother-
apy sessions.

The 10-week program, 

dubbed “Operation War-
rior Horse,” has the inmates 
meeting in the prison yard 
with therapists and inter-
acting with the horses once 
a week for two hours.

Elliot, 31, says the pro-
gram, run at no charge to 

the state by the group Heal-
ing Hoofbeats of  CT, calms 
him, has helped him open 
up about his problems and 
gives him something to look 
forward to each week.

“If  I’m having a bad day, 
going through something 

that is a little more stress-
ing, I show it to the horses 
and they react, they let me 
know it’s going to be OK,” 
he said. “Last time I told 
Sparky, ‘I think it’s going to 
be all right,’ and he gave me 

Operation Warrior Horse
a group of ConneCtiCut 
priSonerS iS learning to 
Cope with iSSueS SuCh aS 
poSt-traumatiC StreSS by 
interaCting with horSeS

PAT EATON-ROBB/AP

Inmate Daniel Elliot interacts with a horse named Hank on Nov. 6 as part of an 
equine-assisted psychotherapy program offered to military veterans inside the Wil-
lard-Cybulski Correctional Institution in Enfield, Conn.
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Hastings looks to be 

the latest city in Ne-
braska to adopt a Prop-
erty Assessed Clean 
Energy program, which 
would provide financing 
for energy efficient com-
mercial projects.

Members of  the Hast-
ings City Council will 
act on an ordinance 
at their next meeting 
that would enact a new 
chapter 6 of  the city 
code to create a PACE 
program. The meet-
ing will be 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday in the council 
chambers, 220 N. Hast-
ings Ave.

Chris Peterson, man-
aging partner for PACE 
Sage Capital in Lincoln, 
gave a presentation 
about PACE financing 
at the council’s Nov. 4 
work session.

Participation in PACE 

Hastings 
to look at 
energy 
efficiency 
financing
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