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TODAY Sunny. South wind 5-15 
mph, with gusts as high as 20.
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TONIGHT Mostly clear. South 
wind 5-15 mph.
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A
s the people 
of  Ukraine 
continue 
to strug-
gle amid a 

brutal invasion of  their 
country by neighboring 
Russia, some Tribland 
4-H’ers are taking up not 
arms, but eggs to offer 
support.

A group of  4-H mem-
bers, parents and lead-
ers from Franklin and 
Kearney counties re-
cently learned to make 
pysanky, or decorated 
Ukrainian Easter eggs. 
Now, they are offering 
their work through an 
online auction to raise 
money for rebuilding ef-
forts in rural Ukraine.

Through Aug. 5, 16 of  
the ornately decorated 
pysanky will be up for 
sale in the online-only 
auction hosted by 
Rhynalds Auction and 
Realty of  Minden.

The pysanky were dec-
orated during a Kidz 

Kollege 4-H workshop in 
mid-June under the di-
rection of  Grace Adam 
of  Wilcox, an award-win-
ning practitioner of  the 
venerated Ukrainian 
art form, who explained 
the process and showed 
those in attendance a 
number of  the eggs she 
has completed herself.

Kidz Kollege is a se-
ries of  4-H project work-
shops conducted in 
Minden and Franklin 
over a week’s time. The 
Kearney and Franklin 
county 4-H programs 
are yoked for program-
ming under the leader-
ship of  Rhonda Herrick, 
a Nebraska Extension 
youth development edu-
cator who serves as unit 
leader, or top extension 
administrator, in both 
counties.

“Grace Adam’s are ab-
solutely astounding,” 
said Carrie Soucie of  Up-
land, a Franklin County 
4-H leader who took part 
in the workshop along 
with her daughter Anna-
claire. “They’re so beau-
tiful.”

Pysanky are real 
chicken eggs gathered 
on the farm and deco-
rated while the yolk re-
mains inside, making 
them heavier and easier 
to handle.

The decorating process 
consists of  multiple cy-
cles in which beeswax is 
loaded into a type of  hot 
wax pen called a kistka, 
then melted over an 
open flame and drizzled 
onto the egg in a pattern 
the artist draws. After 
that, the egg is dyed.

That cycle is repeated 
time after time until the 
artist judges the pattern 
and color on the egg to 
be final. Then, the egg 
is heated to melt all the 
applied dry wax so it can 
be cleaned away, leaving 
only the lines behind.

Finally, the yolk is re-
moved from the eggs and 
the eggs are coated with 
polyurethane to protect 
them.

The internet describes 
the pysanky art process 
as a form of  batik, or 
wax-resist dyeing, which 
also is done to textiles.

Herrick said it’s spec-
ified that the eggs to be 
used come directly from 
the farm and not have 
undergone the kind of  
cleaning necessary to 
sell them in a grocery 
store. All the eggs the 
4-H’ers used had white 
shells.

“I think some of  ours 
were dyed three times,” 
she said.

The 4-H’ers’ waxing 

and dyeing was com-
pleted in about three 
hours. Then, Adam took 
the eggs home with her 
and completed the rest 
of  the steps herself.

“That was a lot longer 
process,” Herrick said.

The 4-H’ers all made 
two pysanky — one to 
show in the fair and an-
other to contribute to 
the online auction. All 
the adults present also 
got to decorate an egg.

While it’s obvious the 
4-H’ers and adults are 
new to the art form and 
their work doesn’t com-
pare to Adam’s, Herrick 
said, each egg is beauti-
ful and unique in its own 
way.

“They’re not perfect, 
but they’re still beauti-
ful,” she said. “That’s 
what’s cool about it, I 
think.”

Krystal Fickenscher, 
11, of  Axtell was one of  
the 4-H’ers to participate 
in the pysanky work-
shop.

She said those in at-
tendance were given in-
structions to follow in 
decorating the first egg, 
but could diverge from 
that plan for the second 
egg.

“At the start it was 

The art of giving
KEARNEY, FRANKLIN 

COUNTY 4-H’ERS TURN 
CULTURAL LESSON INTO 

ACT OF CHARITY  
TO BENEFIT UKRAINIAN 

FARMERS

COURTESY

Pysanky, or Ukrainian Easter eggs, made recently with Kearney and Franklin county 4-H’ers, parents, 
4-H leaders and volunteers are being auctioned online to benefit Ukrainian farmers in the midst of war.

The Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — You bought 
a Mega Millions lottery ticket and 
have been dreaming of  how you’ll 
spend $1.28 billion. Now it’s time to 
check your numbers and face reality.

Friday’s winning numbers are: 13-
36-45-57-67, Mega Ball: 14.

The jackpot is the third-largest lot-
tery prize and the biggest in nearly 
four years.

It grew so large because there have 
been 29 consecutive draws without 
a winner, a span that stretches back 
to April 15 when a Tennessee player 
matched all of  the game’s six numbers.

The $1.28 million prize is for players 
who are paid with the annuity option, 
which makes 30 annual payments 
that stretch over 29 years. Nearly all 
jackpot winners choose the cash op-
tion, which for Friday night’s draw-
ing is an estimated $747.2 million.

The odds of  winning the jackpot are 
1 in 302.5 million.

Mega Millions is played in 45 states 
as well as Washington, D.C., and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. The game is coor-
dinated by state lotteries.

The jackpot is the latest focus of  lot-
teries that have been conducted in 
the U.S. and around the world for cen-
turies.

MARCUS MEDCALF

htweb@hastingstribune.com

Brown’s Shoe Fit Co. 
has been a Hastings sta-
ple to shop for footwear 
since 1970.

With its roots begin-
ning in Shenandoah, 
Iowa, Brown’s later ex-
panded into several Ne-
braska cities including 
Hastings.

Sam Kroepel, owner/
manager of  the store in 
Hastings, grew up as a 
farmer in Shenandoah 
himself.

As he got older, he 
wanted to get into the 
retail business world.

His first management 
opportunity was at a 
store in Lincoln. He 

moved to Hastings in 
2016.

“When I was done with 
farming I applied to 
work at a Brown’s store 
just in the winter time 
but the president of  our 
company said there was 
an opportunity to be in 
the management side of  
things in our location in 
Lincoln,” Kroepel said. 
“I was an assistant man-
ager and that is when 
this opportunity came 
up to become an owner 
of  a store so that is what 
brought me to Hastings.”

Kroepel said that cus-
tomers who come to his 
store can expect to re-
ceive the best treatment.

“You’ll always get 

greeted by someone, 
and be able to work 
with someone who is 
trained to get you the 
best shoe possible for 
what you’re using it 
for,” he said. “We al-
ways listen to our cus-
tomer’s needs before 
rushing them into a 
pair of  shoes that may 
not work.”

Shopping local to Kro-
epel means so much be-
cause it not only helps 
his business but other 
local businesses as well. 
In addition, local busi-
nesses help sponsor 
school and community 
events and activities.

Local business spotlight

Shoe store good fit for Hastings

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Brown’s Shoe Fit Co. employees (front from left) Sam Kroepel, Angela 
Amaya, Keaton Verhage, Alec Vanskiver and Noah Sass are pictured 
Thursday in the downtown Hastings store.
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MINDEN — For Josie Ivy, spend-
ing a summer exploring the job of  a 
county extension youth development 
staff member has been a valuable op-
portunity to mull future career op-
portunities.

Ivy, who will be a sophomore this 
fall at the University of  Nebras-
ka-Lincoln, started work in mid-May 
as an intern in the Franklin and Ke-
arney county offices of  Nebraska Ex-
tension.

Since then, she’s been keeping the 
road hot between Franklin and Min-
den doing everything extension staff 
regulars do — preparing lessons 
and teaching 4-H workshops, getting 
ready for county fairs, tending to of-
fice duties, and even accompanying 
4-H’ers to the county camp at the 
Harlan County Ag Center in Orleans.

Extension internship 
brings familiar face 
back to Tribland

IVY HAS SPENT SUMMER HELPING 
WITH PROGRAMS, FAIRS IN KEARNEY 

AND FRANKLIN COUNTIES
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Time to check 
Mega Millions 
numbers: Are 
you a billionaire?


