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TODAY Sunny and hot. Breezy, 
with gusts as high as 40 mph.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5 Art by Ayriana Molina
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NEW YORK — Stocks rose 
again Tuesday, part of  a 
strong and worldwide rally 
for markets, after a big re-
bound in buying at U.S. stores 
and online raised hopes that 
the economy can escape its 
recession relatively quickly.

The S&P 500 climbed 1.9% 
for its third straight gain, 
bringing it back within 8% 
of  its record set in February. 
Gains have built in recent 
weeks as reports bolster in-
vestor expectations that the 
worst of  the downturn may 
have already passed.

Continuing, immense aid 
from the Federal Reserve is 
also supporting markets, and 
its chair said Tuesday that 
the central bank will con-
tinue to use all its tools to 
cushion the blow of  the worst 
recession in decades. But 
trading remains very skittish 
across markets as worsening 
coronavirus trends in several 

global hotspots raise the pos-
sibility that all the improve-
ments could unravel.

The S&P 500 shot to an early 
2.8% gain, lost nearly all of  it 
at one point and then rallied 
back. By the end of  Tuesday, 
the index was up 58.15 points 
at 3,124.74.

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average rose 526.82, or 2%, 
to 26,289.98, and the Nasdaq 
composite climbed 169.84, or 
1.7%, to 9,895.87.

“The markets have been 
looking forward to the econ-
omy reopening, and that’s a 
large part of  the story for the 
next few months,” said Bruce 
Bittles, chief  investment 
strategist at Baird.

“My feeling is that while re-
openings and things get bet-
ter, it won’t be without some 
backsteps, and I think it’ll be 
a rocky few months more for 
the markets.”

Retail sales jumped 17.7% 
from April to May, more than 
double economists’ expec-
tations, to retrace some of  
their record-setting plunges 
in March and April as busi-
nesses reopened across the 
country. It follows earlier re-
ports that the U.S. job market 
unexpectedly strengthened 
last month.

Economists at IHS Markit 

said this could be the shortest 
recession on record for the 
United States, perhaps just a 
couple months.

Among other encourag-
ing signs spurring markets 
worldwide: Researchers in 
England said they have the 
first evidence that a drug 
can improve survival from 
COVID-19, one that is already 
widely available and cheap.

Underpinning all of  the 
market’s strength is contin-
ued aid coming from central 
banks, which have repeat-
edly come to the economy’s 
rescue. The Federal Reserve 
helped turn markets around 
on Monday after it said it 
will buy individual corporate 
bonds as part of  a previously 
announced program to sup-
port lending markets.

“The Fed has flooded the 
economy with liquidity,” said 
Randy Frederick, vice pres-
ident of  trading and deriva-
tives at Charles Schwab.

And with lots of  cash sit-
ting uninvested in money 
market accounts, the market 
has more potential fuel for 
its next leg higher, he said. 
“People are just waiting for 
any good news to jump in and 
drive that higher.”

Still, caution continues to 
run through markets. 

Stocks rally worldwide
U.S. RETAIL SALES 

REBOUNDED LAST MONTH  
BY MUCH MORE THAN 

ECONOMISTS WERE 
EXPECTING

MARK LENNIHAN/AP

A security guard walks by a stock ticker on the front door of the New York Stock Exchange 
Tuesday.
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OMAHA — The Ne-
braska Democratic 
Party called on its U.S. 
Senate nominee to drop 
out of  the race Tuesday 
after he was accused of  
making sexually inap-
propriate comments in 
a group text with cam-
paign staffers.

The party announced 
that its state executive 
committee voted unani-
mously on Monday eve-
ning to withdraw all of  
its resources from Chris 

Janicek’s campaign.
Janicek, the owner 

of  an Omaha cupcake 
bakery, is challenging 
Republican Sen. Ben 
Sasse, who is seeking a 
second term. Janicek 
accepted the Demo-
cratic nomination a lit-
tle more than a month 
ago after winning a sev-
en-candidate primary 
race, but the odds of  
winning in November 
were against him in 
Republican-dominated 
Nebraska even before 
his party withdrew its 
support.

“Our Democratic 
Party has no tolerance 
for sexual harassment,” 
state Democratic Party 
Chairwoman Jane 
Kleeb said in a state-
ment. “Our party will 
not extend resources or 
any type of  support to 

any candidate that vi-
olates our code of  con-
duct and doesn’t treat 
men and women with 
the dignity and respect 
they deserve.”

Party officials declined 
to elaborate on Jan-
icek’s exact comments, 
but in a news release, 
they said a campaign 
staff member showed 
them sexually inap-
propriate remarks that 
the candidate made in 
a group text. They said 
they demanded that 
Janicek withdraw as 
the party’s nominee, 
which he refused to do.

The campaign staffer, 
who has since quit, 
filed a formal complaint 
with the party alleging 
that Janicek violated 
its code of  conduct that 

Nebraska Democrats renounce their Senate pick over comments
CHRIS JANICEK 
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The Nebraska Democratic Party is calling on its U.S. Senate nominee, 
Chris Janicek, shown in an Oct. 25, 2018, file photo, to drop out of the race 
after he made sexually repugnant comments about a campaign staffer in a 
group text with her and other staffers. 
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The weekly number of  
laboratory-confirmed 
positive cases of  the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19, as a 
percentage of  the total 
number of  tests admin-
istered has dropped 
below 1% in the South 
Heartland Health Dis-
trict.

The South Heartland 
health department an-
nounced Monday night 
that for the week of  
June 7-13, it had re-
ceived test results from 
546 COVID-19 lab tests 
on South Heartland dis-
trict residents.

Of  those 546 tests, just 
four came back positive, 
for a “positivity” rate 
of  0.7%. That rate was 

down from 2.0% for the 
week of  May 24-30 and 
2.1% for May 31-June 6.

The South Heartland 
health district includes 
Adams, Webster, Clay 
and Nuckolls counties.

On Monday night, 
South Heartland an-
nounced one new con-
firmed case of  the viral 
infection since Satur-
day. The new patient is 
a Clay County woman 
in her 50s.

Overall, 312 positive 
cases in district resi-
dents have been logged 
since the first was con-
firmed on March 18. 
Case tallies by county 
are 280 for Adams, 25 
for Clay, six for Webster 
and one for Nuckolls.

As of  Monday, 287 of  
the patients had recov-
ered. The district death 
toll stands at 11.

In all, 21 of  the pa-
tients have required 
hospitalization.

On Monday, Gov. Pete 
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Members of  the Ad-
ams County Board of  
Supervisors voted 4-3 at 
their regular meeting 
Tuesday to grant the 
request from Lifehouse 
Church for the 2019 per-
missive exemption for 
the church’s new home 
it purchased in 2019.

The exemption in 
question equals $44,765 
in property tax.

Lifehouse paid the 
first half  of  the prop-
erty tax, $22,382.50, 
which was due May 1.

County Assessor 
Jackie Russell said, 
as she understands it, 
the county treasurer 

would have to contact 
all the affected taxing 
entities that received a 
portion of  the payment 
and make sure it’s not a 
hardship to give it back 
in a lump sum. Other-
wise, a payment plan 
could be set up.

The church purchased 
the former Paul Spady 
Motors building at 2850 
Osborne Drive East on 
May 29, 2019, for $1.5 
million.

Part of  the building 
is being used for a for-
profit business, but 
the space used by the 
church is nonprofit.

Russell spoke last year 

South Heartland 
positive case rate 
dips below 1%
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