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Tiger boys play from behind to beat Lexington. - B1
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TODAY Sunny. Southwest wind 
10-15 mph, with 20 mph gusts.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. West 
wind 5-10 mph.
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With deep division 
among Americans given 
the current state of  pol-
itics, 12 spiritual lead-
ers from area churches 
gathered Sunday af-
ternoon to pray for the 
country to turn from its 
wicked ways and seek 
peace.

Dozens braved tem-
peratures in the mid-30s 
to attend a prayer vigil 
at the field north of  the 
Masonic Center.

The Rev. Stefanie 
Hayes of  Grace United 
Methodist Church wel-
comed the crowd.

“Today we come to-
gether, not of  one mind 
or one denomination, 
but striving to be of  one 
heart,” she said. “We 
come together, doing 
the difficult work of  ac-
knowledging broken-
ness and the necessary 
work of  turning toward 
love.”

Devoid of  political 
preference, the pastors 

urged citizens to pray 
for the United States 
and its leaders through 
this turbulent time.

Organizing pastors 
decided to dust off the 
Advent wreath for the 
vigil, said the Rev. Jes-
sica Palys of  First Con-
gregational United 
Church of  Christ. Nor-
mally during Advent, 

the candles represent 
hope, peace, love and 
joy. The meaning of  
candles was shifted for 
Sunday’s ceremony to 
illuminate a journey 
from confession, to lam-
entation, through re-
pentance, connecting 
with hope, and finally 
arriving at peace.

For each element, an-

other oversized candle 
representing the Advent 
wreath was lit to repre-
sent bringing more light 
into the darkness.

Participating pas-
tors included the Revs. 
Greg Allen-Pickett and 
Damen Jensen-Heit-
mann of  First Presby-
terian Church in Hast-
ings; the Rev. Dustin 
Bower of  First Chris-
tian Church; the Rev. 
Matthew Brooks with 
Hastings Berean Bible 
Church; Hayes; the Rev. 
David Johnson of  Har-
vard United Church 
of  Christ; the Rev. 
Greg Lindenberger of  
First United Methodist 
Church; Chaplain John 
Mueller with Mary Lan-
ning Healthcare; Palys; 
the Rev. Matt Sass with 
Hastings Evangelical 
Free Church; the Rev. 
Andy Springer, chap-
lain at Good Samaritan 
Society-Hastings Vil-
lage; and the Rev. Kathy 

Church leaders gather for prayer vigil
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Valerie Bower of Hastings and her son, Des-
mond, sing “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
during a prayer vigil Sunday in downtown Hast-
ings. A gathering was held in light of recent 
events in Washington, D.C.
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The Rev. Damen Heitmann of First Presbyterian 
Church plays during a community prayer vigil 
Sunday in downtown Hastings.
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T
roy Stickels is 
brimming with 
gratitude after the 
Hastings Family 
YMCA again met 

its annual fundraising goal.
The YMCA raised $232,795 

for its 2020 annual campaign. 
The goal was $230,000.

“Each year it seems to get 
higher,” said Stickels, who is 
CEO for the Hastings Fam-
ily YMCA. “For us, I would 
hope it’s a culmination of  all 
the things we are doing in 
the community; and through 
COVID I hope people recog-
nize that we continue to try 
to help people whether it be 
through childcare or just 
calling members or doing on-
line fitness classes or keeping 
the pool open for those who 
really needed it.”

He said there were 261 
donors, which is about 15 
more than 2019 when about 
$221,000 was given during a 
year when the fundraising 
goal was $220,000.

Stickels said several donors 
gave more than they had 
done in the past, sometimes 
twice as much.

“I don’t know the answers 
to specifically why we’ve had 
such great success,” he said.

Based on his conversations 
with representatives from 
other area nonprofit orga-
nizations, Stickels said the 
YMCA isn’t alone in having 
done well fundraising.

The majority of  the funds 
given to the YMCA go toward 
financial assistance with pro-
grams.

Some of  those funds go to 
offset the cost of  programs 
such as the Y’s blood pres-
sure clinic, which is free to 
participants.

Likewise, the YMCA began 
an after-school program at 
Lincoln Elementary that is 

free to participants.
While that program is paid 

for by a grant for the first 
three years, the YMCA is 
gearing up for future years.

“We’ve got to start plan-
ning for the fourth year and 
beyond, and we have to start 
paying a percentage of  that,” 
Stickels said. “So just being 
able to raise more and keep 
some of  that aside for those 
future things that we know 
are coming up, the more we 
can do in the community.”

Exceeding the fundraising 
goal comes as the attendance 
at the YMCA is about two-
thirds of  what it was prior to 
the onset of  the novel corona-
virus, COVID-19, pandemic. 
Membership continues to be 
down, as well.

“That’s concerning because 
we want people to use the Y,” 
he said. “We want them to be 
safe.”

He’s not aware of  any re-
ported cases of  COVID-19 

Hitting its goal
YMCA RAISES MORE THAN 

$230,000 IN ANNUAL 
CAMPAIGN
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A group of teenagers play basketball Sunday at the 18th Street Y. The Hastings Family 
YMCA recently surpassed its fundraising goal of $230,000.

GRANT SCHULTE

Associated Press

LINCOLN — Ne-
braska Gov. Pete Rick-
etts will push to reduce 
property taxes during 
this legislative session 
by limiting local gov-
ernment spending, 
and he warns the is-
sue could go to voters 
if  lawmakers don’t ap-
prove changes.

Ricketts said he’s 
hopeful lawmakers will 
take steps to slow local 
government spending, 
similar to a package 
he proposed last year 
that faced strong resis-
tance from K-12 schools. 
Lawmakers ultimately 
approved a tax credit 
for property owners to 
offset some of  their lo-
cal property taxes but 
scrapped provisions that 
would have restricted 
school spending.

“It’s important that 
the Legislature acts 
on this or, as history 
demonstrates, the peo-
ple of  Nebraska will do 
it for them,” Ricketts 
said in an Associated 

Press interview.
Ricketts declined to 

say whether he would 
support a citizen-led 
ballot measure to re-
strict local spending, 
but the former TD 
Ameritrade executive 
has a history of  bank-
rolling ballot campaigns 
with his own money.

In 2016, Ricketts spent 
$300,000 on a success-
ful ballot measure that 
reinstated the death 
penalty after lawmak-
ers voted to override his 
veto and abolish capi-
tal punishment. He also 
has donated extensively 
to conservative legis-
lative candidates, in-
cluding some who chal-
lenged more moderate 
Republicans who sup-
ported ending the death 
penalty.

Anti-tax activists and 
conservative lawmak-
ers have tried property 
tax ballot campaigns be-
fore, but most of  their 
efforts failed in part due 
to poor funding.

Ricketts hints at ballot 
measure if push to cut 
property taxes fails
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PROVIDENCE, R.I. 
— Public health offi-
cials sounded the alarm 
for months, complain-
ing that they did not 
have enough support or 
money to get COVID-19 
vaccines quickly into 
arms. Now the slow-
er-than-expected start to 
the largest vaccination 
effort in U.S. history is 
proving them right.

As they work to ramp 
up the shots, state and 
local public health de-
partments across the 

U.S. cite a variety of  ob-
stacles, most notably a 
lack of  leadership from 
the federal government. 
Many officials worry 
that they are losing pre-
cious time at the height 
of  the pandemic, and the 
delays could cost lives.

States lament a lack 
of  clarity on how many 
doses they will receive 
and when. They say 
more resources should 
have been devoted to 
education campaigns to 
ease concerns among 
people leery of  getting 
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Vaccine rollout confirms 
health officials’ warnings
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