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TODAY A 20% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms before 1 p.m.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. 
East-northeast wind 5-10.
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A national coin short-
age is affecting the 
ability of  some busi-
nesses to accept cash 
and provide change 
for purchases at their 
stores.

The scarcity is partly 
a result of  the lack of  
coins and cash in circu-
lation during the cur-
rent novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, pan-
demic, the Federal Re-
serve announced last 
week.

Over the weekend, a 
handful of  large retail-
ers asked customers to 
use their debit or credit 
cards when possible, 
and if  they were using 
cash, to pay with exact 

change.
Among those bigger 

entities is Walmart, 
whose Hastings store is 
following similar guide-
lines. Menards in Hast-
ings is requiring exact 
change for cash pur-
chases.

Officials with local 
grocers Allen’s and 
Russ’s Market, who 
both bank locally, say 
they are aware of  the 
situation but haven’t yet 
experienced the effects.

It’s nothing to fret 
over, says Five Points 
Bank president Terry 
Anstine. It’s more of  an 
inconvenience on both 
sides, he said.

“It causes a few head-
aches for the grocery 
and convenience stores 

— the people who have 
to make change,” An-
stine said. “It’s just an 
inconvenience, really. 
I don’t think it’s of  any 
dire financial causes to 
anybody.”

Five Points has had 
no trouble with its dis-
tribution and inflow 
of  coins. Some of  the 
bank’s biggest clients 
are vendors who reg-
ularly deposit their 
change.

“The big banks all cen-
tralize their currency 
orders,” Anstine said.

The people who will be 
affected most by these 
temporary regulations 
are those who don’t use 
debit or credit cards. 
The National Grocers 
Association estimates 

cash accounts for 20% 
of  all grocery transac-
tions.

Ironically, one of  the 
primary reasons for the 
coin shortage is due to 
the increases in card 
swiping during the pan-
demic.

Anstine, who has been 
in banking since 1984, 
estimated over 90% of  
transactions these days 
are 

with debit cards.
“The debit card trans-

action volume for lit-
tle, peon amounts ... it 
has exploded,” he said. 
“That should, theoret-
ically, reduce the need 
for stores and restau-
rants to give change 
back.”

One other possible 
reason for the short-
age is with bank lob-
bies being closed, peo-
ple aren’t bringing in 

their personal 
coin jars or 

“Cool Whip bowls,” like 
Anstine uses, to collect 
their pocket change.

“As corny as it sounds, 
I think that’s a lot of  it,” 
he said. “The average 
Joe who goes home and 
throws his change in a 
jar, if  no one takes the 
jar in, and every house-
hold does $50 or $60 a 
year they turn into cash 
or put into their ac-
count and that isn’t hap-
pening, it kind of  has a 
snowball effect.”

Shortchanged: National coin shortage hitting locally
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G
oing into a show-
and-go style beef  
show at Adams 
County Fairfest 
on Tuesday and 

not knowing what to expect, 
Suzanne Greenquist was 
nervous.

She and her husband Matt, 
who live south of  Hastings, 
brought five children — the 
four oldest of  whom would 
show cattle — and four an-
imals. The Adams County 
extension staff members 
who checked in participants 
quickly put Suzanne’s mind 
at ease.

“Obviously it’s not what we 
hoped for, but as always the 
extension staff and everyone 
planning it has done the very 
best job they could have,” 
she said. “I was really ner-
vous about getting four kids 
and four cattle off a trailer. 
There’s just a lot to do right 
before they go into the ring, 
but I knew they would work 
with us. I’ve always felt like 
the ring gets kind of  crowded, 
especially for showmanship. 
From that point, if  we’re find-
ing the positives in it it’s kind 

of  nice to have the kids be in 
the ring without too many 
other animals.”

From the point of  registra-
tion, to loading their animals 
back into the trailer and leav-
ing, the Greenquists were at 
the fairgrounds less than an 
hour on Tuesday.

While it was convenient, the 
Greenquist children missed 
the camaraderie of  the fair.

“I’d say the most different 
part is not being here for the 
whole week with my friends,” 
said 13-year-old Emily, the old-
est of  the Greenquist children.

She did appreciate getting 
more interaction than during 
typical years with judge Gary 
Kubicek when it was just Em-
ily and her brother Collin 
showing breeding heifers.

Her brothers Grant and 
Austin showed bucket calves.

For Kubicek, the most im-
portant aspect was ensuring 
4-H’ers had a show.

“These young people have 
the opportunity to bring their 
animals and exhibit them,” 
he said. “A lot of  these kids 

A quiet day at the fair
ADAMS COUNTY 4-H BEEF 

SHOW TAKES PLACE ONE 
FAMILY AT A TIME IN MIDST 
OF COVID-19 PANDEMIC

AMY ROH/Tribune

Grant Greenquist, 9, (left) and his brother Austin, wait to enter the show ring during the Ad-
ams County 4-H beef show Tuesday at the Adams County Fairgrounds.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Beth Janning , 4-H youth development extension educator, 
disinfects the fencing at the show arena during the Adams 
County 4-H beef show Tuesday.
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Eight newly con-
firmed cases of  the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19, among 
Thayer County resi-
dents have been linked 
to recent golf  outings, 
the Public Health Solu-
tions District Health 
Department announced 
Tuesday.

Six of  those eight 
cases, plus an addi-
tional case in a Jeffer-
son County resident, 
have been linked to 
a tournament at the 
Crooked Creek Country 
Club in Clay Center on 
July 3, the health dis-
trict said in a news re-
lease.

The two other Thayer 
County cases appear 
to be related to a sepa-
rate golf  tournament in 
York, said Public Health 
Solutions, which serves 
Thayer, Fillmore, Jef-

ferson, Saline and Gage 
counties.

Alarm bells related to 
the Clay Center event 
went off in the mid-
dle of  last week when 
the first positive cases 
among tournament 
participants were con-
firmed outside the 
South Heartland Health 
District, which includes 
Clay County. The club-
house at Crooked Creek 
was closed to walk-in 
traffic on Wednesday.

As of  Saturday, posi-
tive cases of  COVID-19 
had been confirmed 
among residents of  both 
the South Heartland 
and Public Health Solu-
tions districts with a 
common tie to the Clay 
Center golf  course. Of-
ficials of  both districts 
were investigating the 
cases to identify close 
contacts of  the infected 
individuals and instruct 
them to quarantine.

In a social media 
post on Saturday, the 
country club said pos-
itive cases had been 
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HEBRON — Voters 
here again approved a 
bond issue for construc-
tion of  a new municipal 
swimming pool Tues-
day, opting for a smaller 
bond amount than in a 
previous election and 
stipulating that prop-
erty tax would backstop 
a half-cent city sales tax 
in covering the debt ser-
vice payments.

According to unoffi-
cial election returns 
from the Thayer County 
Clerk’s Office, the ballot 
question for city voters 
was approved by a tally 
of  366-191, or 65.7% to 
34.3%. The election was 

conducted entirely by 
mail.

The bond issue ap-
proved Tuesday would 
be for $2.5 million, as 
opposed to the $3.5 mil-
lion amount Hebron 
voters approved at the 
previous mail-in special 
election in December 
2019. That ballot ques-
tion, which authorized 
the 15-year bond issue 
plus enacted the addi-
tional half-cent sales 
and use tax (Hebron 
already had a 1% city 
sales tax), passed by a 
margin of  660-199, or 
64.4% to 35.6%, but drew 
the ire of  some in the 

SEE QUIET/page A3

Hebron voters approve 
retooled pool bond issue

SEE HEBRON/page A3

6 Thayer County
virus patients at
same golf event
9 CASES IN 2 HEALTH 

DISTRICTS LINKED  
TO JULY 3 

TOURNAMENT SO FAR
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