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TODAY Increasing clouds. Winds 
could gust as high as 20 mph.

TONIGHT Cloudy during the early 
evening, then partly cloudy.

Details, page A3 Art by Olyvea Nickolite
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STC, AC set to begin state basketball tourneys. - B1

MARGERY A. BECK

Associated Press

LINCOLN — Ne-
braska lawmakers are 
considering a bill that 
would allow teach-
ers and school staff to 
physically restrain dis-
ruptive students and 
remove them from 
classrooms without fear 
of  being disciplined, 
even as critics say phys-
ical restraint has been 
used disproportionately 
against minority and 
disabled students.

State Sen. Dave Mur-
man, who introduced 
the bill, told the Ne-
braska Legislature’s 
Education Committee 
on Tuesday that the 
bill is needed to protect 
teachers and students, 
recounting news re-
ports of  violent behav-
ior by elementary aged 

students in several in-
stances across the state.

“Friends, we have got 
to do something here,” 
Murman said. “These 
acts have left several 
teachers traumatized 
and looking for a new 
line of  work.”

The action comes as 
the national debate over 
unruly students and 
how to handle them has 
ramped up in recent 
months. In Arkansas, 
the governor just signed 
a bill that expanded its 
existing restraint law 
to add that — in addi-
tion to teachers — other 
school staff can also re-
strain students in some 
cases. Some states still 
allow corporal punish-
ment, and in Missouri, 
a school district in the 
southwestern region of  
the state last year rein-

stituted student spank-
ing as a form of  disci-
pline, as long as their 
parents agree to it.

But other states — 
including California, 
Texas, Idaho and New 
York — have introduced 
bills this year that 
would put limits on re-
straining and sequester-
ing students.

While the Nebraska 
bill specifically prohib-
its the use of  physical 
contact to inflict pain or 
as punishment for a stu-
dent’s behavior, civil lib-
erties advocates oppose 
the policy, largely out 
of  concern that it would 
make Black and Native 
American students and 
those with disabilities 
more likely to be re-
moved from classrooms.

Teachers could restrain unruly students under Nebraska bill
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Isau Metes, with the Nebraska State Education Association, talks about 
the opposition of the teachers union to a bill that would allow teachers and 
school staff to physically restrain disruptive students and remove them from 
classrooms without fear of facing professional discipline Tuesday in Lincoln.
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W
orking together 
and preparing 
for the future 
are reasons 610 
students from 19 

school districts enjoyed attend-
ing the District 6 FFA Career 
Development Event Tuesday 
at Central Community Col-
lege-Hastings.

Brooklyn Meyer, a senior at 
Silver Lake High School, said 
the skills learned in the compe-
tition provide many opportuni-
ties for students.

“It prepares us for our future 
careers,” she said. “It’s nice hav-
ing hands-on experience to put 
on a resume.”

For Leah Cool, a sophomore at 
Sutton High School, that future 
hopefully will include becoming 
a veterinarian one day.

A classmate who also plans to 
study veterinary science, soph-
omore Montana Dietz, said the 
tests taken and skills showcased 
take time and practice to learn.

“You have to know your stuff,” 
Dietz said. “They prepare you 
really well for future careers.”

There are 25 Career Develop-
ment Events FFA members can 
participate in on the local, dis-
trict, state and in some cases the 
national level. CDEs typically 
cover technical skill areas re-
lated to agriculture, food and 
natural resources career fields.

The District 6 competition on 
Tuesday covered 12 CRE fields: 
Ag Mechanics, Ag Sales, Agri-
science, Agronomy, Farm Busi-
ness, Food Science, Livestock 
Management, Meats, Natural 
Resources, Nursery/Landscape, 
Vet Science and Welding.

“There’s a CDE for everyone,” 
said Cassi Jones, a senior at Sil-
ver Lake High School.

Jones has competed in vet 
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Individuals living up 
to one hour away from 
Hastings Police De-
partment headquarters 
would be eligible for 
employment as HPD of-
ficers under an update 
to the city’s agreement 
with the police union 
approved Tuesday.

Gathered for their 
second regular Febru-
ary meeting at the City 
Building, Hastings City 
Council members voted 
8-0 to approve an adden-
dum to the collective 
bargaining agreement 
between the city and 
Fraternal Order of  Po-
lice Lodge 9 for fiscal 
years 2021-22, 2022-23 
and 2023-24, which was 
enacted Nov. 8, 2021.

Fraternal Order of  
Police Lodge 9 is the 
collective bargaining 
agent for all of  HPD’s 

sworn full-time police 
officers, corporals and 
sergeants.

Up to now, the current 
three-year agreement 
has required that offi-
cers live within 30 miles 
of  the police station, 317 
S. Burlington Ave.

The addendum ap-
proved Tuesday 
changes the residency 
requirement, plus one 
other provision to allow 
officers who are on call 
to be paid a stand-by 
supplement for remain-
ing available to return 
to the police station 
within 60 minutes. Pre-
viously, the stand-by 
provision specified a 
30-minute return time.

For perspective, a 
30-mile radius of  the 
Hastings police station 
includes Sutton to the 
east, Fairfield to the 
southeast, Grand Island 
to the north and Nor-
man to the southwest. 
Meanwhile, a 60-minute 
drive can get a motorist 
to Geneva, Nelson, Hil-
dreth or Henderson.

In written comments 
included in Tuesday’s 
council agenda packet, 
City Attorney Jesse Os-

wald said the addendum 
would allow the city 
of  Hastings to remain 
competitive with other 
area law enforcement 
agencies for hiring.

“We need to be able 
to compete for talent 
and workforce, right?” 
Mayor Corey Stutte 
asked Oswald during 
the meeting.

“Absolutely, yes,” Os-
wald said.

City Administrator 
Shawn Metcalf  wrote in 
the packet that he had 
met with the local FOP 
president to discuss the 
pros and cons of  the 
matter.

In the end, Metcalf  
wrote, staying compet-
itive is key at a time 
when police depart-
ments everywhere are 
struggling to stay fully 
staffed.

“As a city, I think we 
need to strongly con-
sider supporting and 
bolstering efforts that 
help with recruitment, 
such as this item,” he 
wrote.

Responding to ques-
tions from the council 

Contract change lets police 
officers live farther from work

ADDENDUM ALLOWS 
60-MINUTE COMMUTE 

TO STATION, AS 
OPPOSED TO 30 MILES 
PREVIOUSLY; OFFICIALS 
CITE HIRING PRESSURES

Preparing 
for the future

COMPETITION HELPS FFA 
STUDENTS HONE SKILLS  

FOR CAREERS
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Grant Kahrs, of Franklin, participates in the welding competition 
during the District 6 Future Farmers of America Career Develop-
ment event Tuesday at Central Community College-Hastings.
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WASHINGTON — A 
special House commit-
tee dedicated to coun-
tering China began its 
work Tuesday with a 
prime-time hearing in 
which the panel’s chair-
man called on lawmak-
ers to act with urgency 
and framed the compe-
tition between the U.S. 
and China as “an ex-
istential struggle over 
what life will look like 
in the 21st century.”

While some critics 
have expressed concern 
the hearings could es-
calate U.S.-Chinese ten-
sions, lawmakers sought 
to demonstrate unity 
and the panel’s top 
Democrat made clear 
that he doesn’t want a 
“clash of  civilizations” 
but a durable peace.

Tensions between the 
U.S. and China have 
been rising for years, 
with both countries en-
acting retaliatory tariffs 
on an array of  imports 
during President Don-
ald Trump’s time in of-
fice. China’s opaque re-
sponse to the COVID-19 
pandemic, its aggres-
sion toward Taiwan 
and the recent flight of  
a possible spy balloon 
over the U.S. have fu-
eled lawmakers’ desire 
to counter the Chinese 
government. The new 
Select Committee on 
the Chinese Communist 
Party is expected to be 
at the center of  many 
of  their efforts over the 
next two years.

The committee’s chair-
man, Rep. Mike Galla-
gher, R-Wis., opened 
the hearing with a call 

for action. Addressing 
the difficulty of  finding 
common ground on Chi-
na-focused legislation, 
he said the Chinese 
government has found 
friends on Wall Street 
and in lobbyists on 
Washington’s K Street 
who are ready to oppose 
the committee’s efforts.

“Time is not on our 
side. Just because this 
Congress is divided, we 
cannot afford to waste 
the next two years lin-
gering in legislative 
limbo or pandering for 
the press,” Gallagher 
said. “We must act with 
a sense of  urgency.”

Gallagher is looking for 
the committee to shep-
herd several bills over 
the finish line during the 
next two years and issue 

New China committee debuts 
with eye on major policy shifts

SEE PREPARING/page A3

SEE POLICE/page A3

SEE BILL/page A3

SEE CHINA/page A3


