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Relive a football Friday in October of 1971. - B1

Friday, May 8, 2020

weather
59
37

TODAY Sunny. Breezy, with gusts 
as high as 25 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. North wind 
around 5 mph becoming south.

Details, page A5 Art by Sergio Gonzalez
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Honking and wav-
ing, Hastings Catho-
lic Schools students 
and their family mem-
bers cruised past their 
campuses Thursday 
afternoon as a way to 
celebrate Teacher Ap-
preciation Week, so-
cial-distancing style.

Participants gathered 
in the parking lot out-
side the former Kmart 
at the Imperial Mall, 
then headed to St. Mi-
chael’s Church and 
School near Seventh 
Street and Creighton 
Avenue.

From there, the vehi-
cles headed for St. Ce-
cilia Middle and High 
School, where faculty 
and staff members 
waved back and hol-
lered greetings from 
the sidewalk near Sixth 
Street and Kansas Av-
enue and in the park-
ing lot at the nearby 
Nevrivy Center (the for-
mer YWCA building), 
where HCS administra-
tive offices are housed.

At St. Michael’s, 
the Very Rev. Jeremy 
Hazuka, parish pastor, 
greeted the parade par-
ticipants outside the 
church and offered his 
priestly blessing. At 
St. Cecilia, blessings 
were offered outside the 
Nevrivy Center by the 
Rev. Thomas Brouil-
lette, chief  administra-
tive officer of  Hastings 

Catholic Schools, and 
the Rev. Adam Sugh-
roue, director of  cam-
pus ministry.

Thursday’s event was 
organized by HCS and 
the St. Michael’s Home 
& School Association, 
promoting the HCS as-
pirational motto: “Be 
One.”

“HCS strives on being 
one! This cruise is a way 
that we can #BeOne 
during these times away 
from school. We felt that 
the cruise would be an 
awesome way to show 
our teachers how much 
we truly appreciate 
them during Teacher 
Appreciation Week. Our 
priests will be blessing 
families in their cars, 
which is a great way to 
show our love for Christ 

HCS families cruise for blessings, thank teachers 
School community 
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The Rev. Thomas Brouillette, chief administrative officer of Hastings Cath-
olic Schools, greets participants in a vehicle parade of HCS students and 
families outside St. Cecilia Middle School Thursday.
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T
hursday 
marked the 
National Day 
of  Prayer, 
though the 

national observance 
looked different through 
the lens of  the novel 
coronavirus outbreak.

Members of  Lifehouse 
Church gathered in a 
loose group at various 
locations around town to 
pray for different aspects 
of  society. The group 
visited the Hastings Po-
lice Station to pray for 
public protectors and 
the military, city hall to 
pray for government, the 
Rivoli Theatre for media 
and arts, Adams County 
Courthouse for economy 
and business, Mary Lan-
ning Healthcare for fam-
ily and health, Hasting 
Senior High School for 
education and Lifehouse 

Church for religion.
“There’s no other time 

that I can remember, ex-
cept maybe 9/11, that we 
needed prayer as much 
as we do now,” Pastor 
Brett Mackey said.

Due to COVID-19, the 
Hastings Area Men of  
Promise had to can-
cel the National Day of  
Prayer event that origi-
nally was planned at the 
C3 Hotel.

Organizers and other 
church leaders encour-
aged people to join to-
gether in prayer during 
the day, either at sun-
rise, sunset or anytime 
in between.

Jack Flanigan, a board 
member of  Hastings 
Area Men of  Promise, 
has organized the lo-
cal event for around a 
decade and was disap-
pointed to have it be 
canceled this year. The 
group hosted a video 
conferencing meeting 
for people who wanted to 
pray with one another in 
that fashion.

“This is perhaps the 

most important event we 
do,” he said. “Prayer is 
very important for our-
selves and the nation.”

Flanigan said the de-
cision to cancel the an-
nual event wasn’t made 
lightly, but it was nec-
essary under the cir-
cumstances. They had 
Ron Brown scheduled to 
speak at the dinner this 
year, but hope to bring 
him next year. They 
were also excited to have 
Special Scoops offer to 
bring ice cream for the 
event.

This year’s Bible verse 
is Habakkuk 2:14: “For 
the earth will be filled 
with the knowledge of  
the glory of  the Lord 
as the waters cover the 
sea.”

The local event is part 
of  a larger observance 
through the United 
States.

The National Day of  
Prayer is an annual ob-
servance held on the 
first Thursday of  May, 
inviting people of  all 
faiths to pray for the na-

tion, according to the 
website, www.national-
dayofprayer.org.

Since the first call to 
prayer in 1775, when 
the Continental Con-
gress asked the colonies 
to pray for wisdom in 
forming a nation, the 
call to prayer has con-
tinued through our his-
tory, including Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln’s 
proclamation of  a day 
of  “humiliation, fasting, 
and prayer” in 1863. In 
1952, a joint resolution 
by Congress, signed by 
President Harry Tru-
man, declared an annual 
national day of  prayer. 
In 1988, the law was 
amended and signed by 
President Reagan, per-
manently setting the 
day as the first Thurs-
day of  every May. Each 
year, the president signs 
a proclamation, encour-
aging all Americans to 
pray on this day. Last 
year, all 50 state gover-
nors plus the governors 

Answering call to prayer
national obServance 
takeS place in period 
of Social diStancing
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Congregants and the pastor at Lifehouse Church pray over the police and military during National Day 
of Prayer Thursday evening at the Hastings Police Department.
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Adams County’s running tally of  
confirmed coronavirus disease cases 
ticked up by four on Thursday, the 
South Heartland District Health De-
partment announced.

The new cases bring to 213 the to-
tal number of  confirmed cases of  the 
novel coronavirus disease, COVID-19, 
in the county to date. Clay County’s 
running tally of  13 cases and Webster 
County’s tally of  five cases remained 
unchanged on Thursday. The fourth 
county in the health district, Nuck-
olls, has yet to see a confirmed posi-
tive case.

Thursday’s additional cases bring 
to 231 the total number of  cases re-
ported in the health district since 
mid-March.

As of  Thursday, 144 COVID-19 pa-
tients in the South Heartland district 
had recovered, the health department 

Adams County 
COVID-19 case tally 
ticks up by four
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Adams County soon will be seeking 
bids for paving the Adams County Of-
fice Building parking lot.

Members of  the Adams County 
Board of  Supervisors voted 7-0 
during their regular meeting Tues-
day to authorize Lance Harter with 
Oak Creek Engineering of  Kearney 
to let bids to pave the parking lot with 
concrete.

This was after the supervisors 
unanimously rejected a $190,279.50 
bid on March 17 for surfacing the 
county parking lot — between Third 
and Fourth streets and St. Joseph and 
Kansas avenues — near the Adams 
County Office Building with asphalt. 
It was the only bid received. The en-
gineer’s estimate for asphalt was 
$125,430.

“Asphalt’s a very poor choice,” Su-
pervisor Dale Curtis said. “Cars are 
parked there long term during the 
day, oil leaks, gas leaks, the heavy 
weight on asphalt during the summer 

County plans to pave 
ACOB parking lot 
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