
12 pages hastingstribune.com $1.00

Agribusiness B2
Classified B5
Comics B3
Crossword B6

Entertainment B4
Obituaries A2
Opinion A4
Public notices B2

inside
VOL. 115, NO. 219 © 2020

THE SEATON PUBLISHING CO., INC. 

HASTINGS, NEBRASKA

$1 on newstands

Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

Flashback to 2002: Marc Boerigter has come far. - B1

Tuesday, June 16, 2020

weather

93

72

TODAY Sunny. Breezy, with gusts 
as high as 35 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. Breezy, 
with gusts as high as 30 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Jase Theis
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A
mid these days 
of  trouble, 
sickness and 
uncertainty 
in our nation 

and world, it may come as 
some very small comfort 
to readers to know that 
Murphy’s Law, at least, is 
alive and well.

For those who may be 
unfamiliar with the term, 
Murphy’s Law holds that 
if  anything can go wrong, 
it will — and at the worst 
possible time. And while 
this “law” is cited in jest, 
it could have been invoked 
once more on Monday 
when the National Weather 
Service announced that the 
first 14 days of  June were 
the hottest in Hastings 
since 1934.

As Hastings families were 
absorbing the news that 
the Aquacourt water park 
wouldn’t open this summer 
due to public health con-
cerns and waited patiently 
for the delayed openings 
of  the city’s smaller rec-
reational water features, 
they simultaneously were 

Hot weather not cool
WITH POOLS CLOSED, 

FIRST TWO WEEKS OF JUNE 
WERE WARMEST IN 

HASTINGS SINCE 1934
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Clayton Meads, 2, plays in the wade pool at Heartwell Park Monday.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Korra Morina (front) and her twin sister Kristi play in the wa-
ter at the Libs Park Splash Pad Monday.
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The Hastings Planning 
Commission is recom-
mending declaring an 
area in southwest Hast-
ings as blighted to help 
spur development.

The commission Mon-
day unanimously rec-
ommended approval for 
adoption of  a blight and 
substandard determi-
nation study for Rede-
velopment Area No. 16 
and declaring the area 
as blighted and substan-
dard.

Redevelopment Area 
No. 16 includes 154.6 
acres shaped like a 
squat J in southwest 
Hastings. Borders of  the 
area include B, D and E 

streets to the north, F 
Street to the south, Bal-
timore Avenue to the 
west and Lexington Av-
enue to the east.

“The future land use 
predominantly will be 
urban residential,” said 
Lisa Parnell-Rowe, city 
development services 
director.

The area includes 
Brickyard Park and a 
former school at 509 S. 
Bellevue Ave. most re-
cently used as the Golden 
Friendship Center.

Randy Chick, director 
of  the Community Re-
development Authority, 
said the former Golden 
Friendship Center has a 
new owner. In speaking 
with Hastings City Coun-

cil members from Ward 
1, he said there was a 
concern that the building 
would sit and not receive 
any attention.

“In a discussion with 
council people, they 
thought this would be a 
good move to assist with 
projects in that area,” 
he said. “Without this 
declaration, we are not 
able to assist potential 
projects in that area.”

Chick said all areas 
around the area already 
have been declared 
blighted and substan-
dard.

When asked about 
potential housing as 
part of  the designation, 
Chick said officials are 
waiting for the final re-

sults of  a housing devel-
opment survey, but he 
believes there are some 
sections of  ground that 
could be used for some 
type of  residential de-
velopment.

The commission also 
discussed moving the 
group’s meetings to a 
different day so it would 
add time for cleaning 
between meetings.

City Attorney Clint 
Schukei said that proce-
dures allow for the com-
mission to meet on the 
third Monday of  each 
month, but that could 
be amended through a 
measure from the com-
mission.

After some discus-
sion, Chairman Mar-

shall Gaines asked city 
staff to compare the sec-
ond Tuesday and third 
Tuesday of  each month 
to see how many con-
flicts could result from 
holidays. The commis-
sion will review those 
dates and consider ac-
tion at its next meeting.

In other business, the 
commissioners:

 � Unanimously rec-
ommended approval of  
Ordinance No. 4635 and 
the amendment to the 
official zoning district 
map to rezone Hultine 
Subdivision, on 12th 
Street near Adams Cen-
tral Avenue, from A, 
Agricultural to R-1A, 
single-family large lot 
residential district.

 � Unanimously rec-
ommended approval of  
the preliminary/final 
plat for the Hultine Sub-
division, on 12th Street 
near Adams Central Av-
enue, a replat of  Block 
2, Copple 1st Addition 
into two separate lots.

 � Unanimously rec-
ommended approval of  
the preliminary/final 
plat for Harlan Subdi-
vision, a plat of  Lot 1 
Tonkinson’s Subdivi-
sion at the 1100 block of  
West J Street. Accord-
ing to the application, 
the purpose of  the sub-
division is to combine 
tax lot 46 at 1140 W. J 
St. and lot 1, Tonkinson 
Subdivision at 1136 W. 
J St.

Planning commission recommends declaring area blighted
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City officials will push 
this week to develop a 
plan for reopening mu-
nicipal facilities such 
as the Hastings Pub-
lic Library, Hastings 
Museum and Hastings 
Community Center as 
soon as possible, while 
being mindful of  health 
and safety for both staff 
and the public.

That was the word 
Monday evening as re-
opening issues were 
discussed during the 
monthly Hastings City 
Council work session.

The push to reopen got 
a boost earlier Monday 
when Gov. Pete Rick-
etts announced further 
relaxation of  directed 
health measures for 89 
of  Nebraska’s 93 coun-
ties, effective June 22, as 

the state enters “Phase 
3” of  reopening related 
to the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, pan-
demic.

(Hall, Hamilton, Mer-
rick and Dakota coun-
ties also will see some 
relaxation of  rules June 
22, but not to the extent 
the other 89 counties 
will see, based on their 
rough experience with 
COVID-19 since mid-
March.)

The relaxation of  
rules will make it easier 
to operate indoor public 
facilities within the di-
rected health measures. 
Indoor gatherings 
would be allowed as 
long as the number of  
people on the premises 
didn’t exceed 50% of  
the space’s rated occu-
pancy, up to 10,000 max-
imum at a sports arena 
or other major venue.

City Administra-
tor Dave Ptak said 
the guidelines don’t 

Hastings officials 
working on plans 
to reopen facilities

LEADERS HAVE A LOT 
TO THINK THROUGH AS 
THEY STRIVE FOR SAFE 

OPERATIONS
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OMAHA — Nebraska 
bars, restaurants and 
other venues will soon 
be able to allow more 
people inside under re-
laxed rules Gov. Pete 
Ricketts outlined.

The new rules take ef-
fect next Monday across 
89 of  the state’s 93 coun-
ties. Restaurants and 
bars will be allowed to 
use their full capacity 
as long as establish-
ments practice social 
distancing and ensure 
additional hygiene prac-
tices. And gatherings of  
up to 10,000 people will 
be allowed as long as 

indoor venues remain 
at 50% of  their capac-
ity and outdoor venues 
limit attendance to 75% 
of  their capacity.

Ricketts said Monday 
that the data on hos-
pital capacity and ill-
nesses across the state 
supports further easing 
the restrictions. Hospi-
tal capacity remained 
steady Monday, with 
43% of  the state’s hos-
pital beds, 53% of  its in-
tensive care unit beds 
and 76% of  its respira-
tors available for use.

“We’ve got robust hos-
pital capacity in the 
state today to be able to 
take care of  people. And 
that’s what we’re fo-
cused on,” Ricketts said.

Currently, restaurants 
and bars are limited 
to half  their capacity. 
The new rules will also 
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Ricketts easing virus 
restrictions in Nebraska

BARS, RESTAURANTS 
AND OTHER VENUES 

WILL SOON BE ALLOWED 
TO PACK MORE PEOPLE 
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