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TODAY A chance of showers and 
thunderstorms after 2 p.m.

TONIGHT Showers and thunder-
storms likely, mainly after 2 a.m.
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MARK SHERMAN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
Supreme Court on Thurs-
day rejected President Don-
ald Trump’s effort to end 
legal protections for 650,000 
young immigrants, the sec-
ond stunning election-sea-
son rebuke from the court 
in a week after its ruling 
that it’s illegal to fire peo-
ple because they’re gay or 
transgender.

Immigrants who are part 
of  the 8-year-old Deferred 
Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals Program will retain 
their protection from depor-
tation and their authoriza-
tion to work in the United 

States — safe almost cer-
tainly at least through the 
November election, immi-
gration experts said.

The 5-4 outcome, in which 
Chief  Justice John Roberts 
and the four liberal justices 
were in the majority, seems 
certain to elevate the issue 
in Trump’s campaign, given 
the anti-immigrant rhetoric 
of  his first presidential run 
in 2016 and immigration re-
strictions his administra-
tion has imposed since then.

The justices said the ad-
ministration did not take 
the proper steps to end 
DACA, rejecting arguments 
that the program is ille-
gal and that courts have no 

role to play in reviewing 
the decision to end it. The 
program covers people who 
have been in the United 
States since they were chil-
dren and are in the country 
illegally. In some cases, they 
have no memory of  any 
home other than the U.S.

Trump didn’t hold back 
in his assessment of  the 
court’s work, hitting hard at 
a political angle.

“These horrible & polit-
ically charged decisions 
coming out of  the Supreme 
Court are shotgun blasts 
into the face of  people that 
are proud to call themselves 

Court says young immigrants can stay

MANUEL BALCE CENETA/AP

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals students celebrate in 
front of the U.S. Supreme Court after the Supreme Court re-
jects President Donald Trump’s bid to end legal protections for 
young immigrants Thursday in Washington. 
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The number of  deaths 
per day from the coro-
navirus in the U.S. has 
fallen in recent weeks 
to the lowest level since 
late March, even as 
states increasingly re-
open for business. But 
scientists are deeply 
afraid the trend may be 
about to reverse itself.

“For now, it’s too soon 

to be reassured that 
deaths are going down 
and everything’s OK,” 
said Dr. Cyrus Shahpar 
of  Resolve to Save Lives, 
a nonprofit organiza-
tion that works to pre-
vent epidemics.

Deaths from COVID-19 
across the country are 
down to about 680 a day, 
compared with around 
960 two weeks ago, ac-
cording to an Associ-
ated Press analysis of  
data compiled by Johns 
Hopkins University. 
The analysis looked at 
a seven-day rolling av-
erage of  deaths through 
Wednesday.

A multitude of  rea-

sons are believed to be 
at play, including the 
advent of  effective treat-
ments and improved 
efforts at hospitals and 
nursing homes to pre-
vent infections and save 
lives.

But already there are 
warning signs.

For one thing, the 
number of  newly con-
firmed cases per day 
has risen from about 
21,400 two weeks ago to 
23,200, the AP analysis 
found.

And in Florida, Geor-
gia, Texas and Arizona 
— states that loosened 

Decline in new virus deaths may be temporary reprieve
EXPERTS WARN THE 

TREND MAY REVERSE AS 

STATES REOPEN AND 

PEOPLE DROP THEIR 

GUARDS
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S
earching a 
folded map 
of  Nebraska, 
Dave Barrett 
struggled to 

find Sandy Creek High 
School when he first 
drove that direction 40 
years ago.

As a recent college 
graduate who had 
grown up in Syracuse, 
he had never really 
traveled west of  Lincoln 
until he set up an inter-
view for a teaching posi-
tion at the school.

“I stopped in Clay 
Center and asked direc-
tions. They said it was a 
school to the south,” he 
said with a chuckle. “I 
thought it was a town.”

But south central Ne-
braska transformed 
from unknown territory 
to a place called home 
as Barrett, 62, spent the 
next four decades in ed-
ucation.

He taught history and 
coached various sports 
for 19 years at Sandy 
Creek before becoming a 

Born
to 

teach

WILL VRASPIR/Tribune

Dave Barrett is seen June 18 at Adams Central High School, where he has 
been principal for 15 years. Barrett is retiring at the end of June.

Associated Press

LINCOLN — Nebraska’s governor 
told local governments they will not 
receive any federal money to help 
fight the effects of  the coronavirus 
pandemic if  they require people to 
wear masks in public buildings.

The mandate from Republican Gov. 
Pete Ricketts seems at odds with his 
usual message, often delivered at his 
regular news conferences to address 
the COVID-19 outbreak, encourag-
ing people to wear masks to slow 
the spread of  the virus, the Omaha 
World-Herald reported.

Ricketts stands by that advice, his 
spokesman Taylor Gage said. Lo-
cal governments can encourage 
mask-wearing in courthouses and 
other county government buildings, 
he said, but the governor “does not 
believe that failure to wear a mask 
should be the basis for denying tax-
payers’ services.”

“Counties are not prohibited from 
requiring masks, but if  they want 
CARES Act money, they have to be 
fully open, and that means they can-
not deny service for not wearing a 
mask,” Gage said.

The mandate is drawing objections 
from county officials, who say it runs 
counter to Nebraska’s long-held bent 
toward local control and the advice of  
public health officials.

In Lincoln, officials planned to re-
quire all visitors to wear masks when 
entering the City-County Building, 
but those rules were dropped when 
officials learned that doing so would 
cost Lancaster County any chance at 
the $100 million that has been allotted 
to Nebraska counties as part of  the 
federal economic rescue law.

“We’d like to have a little bit more 
ability to call the shots in our court-
house, but we realize that he has the 

Ricketts: Mask 
requirement will 
cost counties money
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