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H
undreds of  
community 
members came 
out Tuesday for 
National Night 

Out to support local law 
enforcement at Chautauqua 
Park.

Hastings Police Chief  
Adam Story said he was en-
couraged by the attendance 
to the annual event.

“It’s great to see the sup-
port,” he said.

National Night Out is de-
signed to give officers a 
chance to meet community 
members in a positive set-
ting. Hastings police offi-
cers showed off patrol vehi-
cles, fired off the sirens and 
handed out stickers for kids. 
People could ask about dif-
ferent pieces of  equipment 
or vehicles.

Story said officers par-
ticipate in many activities 
through the course of  a 
year, but National Night 
Out is the one where they 
attempt to bring as many 
officers as possible. He said 
they schedule as many staff 
as possible for the event, 

which is about 75 percent 
of  the total officers and dis-
patchers.

“We do a lot of  community 
activities and events over 
the year,” he said. “This is 

the one night we have the 
majority of  staff come out.”

The Adams County Sher-
iff’s Office and Nebraska State 
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TODAY A 40% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms.

TONIGHT A 40% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5     Art by Leslie Zazueta-Aguilar
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After being closed a 
few weeks as part of  
construction of  the 
Southeast Truck Route, 
J Street has reopened 
west of  Showboat Bou-
levard.

Adams County High-
way Superintendent 
Dawn Miller made that 
announcement during 
the Adams County 
Board of  Supervisors’ 
meeting Tuesday.

Construction on Show-
boat Boulevard south 
of  the Motorsport Park 
Hastings driveway is 
expected to be complete 
by the end of  this week. 

That section, too, will 
then reopen.

Access on Showboat 
Boulevard will be avail-
able only as far north as 
the MPH driveway. Di-
rect access to U.S. High-
way 6 is not yet available.

The span of  Show-
boat Boulevard north 
of  the MPH driveway to 
U.S. Highway 6, phase 
2 of  the project, will be 
closed until construction 
there is complete with a 
target date of  Oct. 1.

“Even though we had 
delays on the Southeast 
Truck Route, they did so 
much work on that sec-
tion of  Showboat south 
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MINDEN — A long-
time Hastings College 
track and field assistant 
coach remained in criti-
cal condition Tuesday at 
a Kearney hospital after 
being injured early Sun-
day in a vehicle-train col-
lision here.

Zachary Osgood of  
Hastings, 39, was ejected 
from his vehicle after a 
train traveling 75 mph 
collided with a sport-util-
ity vehicle he was driv-
ing. Osgood was taken 
to a hospital in Kear-
ney with life-threaten-
ing injuries, said Cody 
Thomas, public relations 
director for the Nebaska 
State Patrol.

Osgood’s condition re-
mained critical at mi-
dafternoon on Tuesday, 
according to a public re-
lations staff member at 
CHI Health Good Samar-
itan in Kearney.

Thomas said Osgood 
and a passenger were 
driving through Min-
den in the early morning 
hours Sunday when they 
fell asleep. When they 
woke up, their vehicle 
was stuck on the BNSF 
Railway tracks about 100 
yards east of  the nearest 
intersection.

Thomas said Osgood 

called for help to get the 
vehicle pulled from the 
tracks, and that individ-
uals were attempting to 
remove the SUV when 
the train struck it about 
2:15 a.m. The passenger 
was not in the vehicle at 
the time.

The train, which was 
Amtrak’s westbound 
California Zephyr, 
pushed the vehicle, caus-
ing it to catch fire.

Alcohol is believed to 
be a factor in the crash, 
Thomas said.

Osgood grew up in Min-
den and holds bachelor’s 
and Master of  Arts in 
Teaching degrees from 
Hastings College, where 
he was a track and field 
athlete as an undergrad-
uate and earned NAIA 
All American honors 
three times in the ham-
mer and twice in the 
35-pound weight.

The 2018-19 academic 
year was Osgood’s 16th 
as an assistant coach for 
the HC men’s and wom-
en’s track and field team. 
He serves as the Bron-
cos’ throws coach.

A GoFundMe page has 
been set up to help with 
Osgood’s medical ex-
penses. As of  Tuesday af-
ternoon, $6,955 have been 
raised out of  a $5,500 
goal.

Driver ejected from 
vehicle after train 
crash in Minden

J Street 
reopens 
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NEW YORK — Pre-
scriptions of  the over-
dose-reversing drug 
naloxone are soar-
ing, and experts say 
that could be a reason 
overdose deaths have 
stopped rising for the 
first time in nearly 
three decades.

The number of  nal-
oxone prescriptions 
dispensed by U.S. retail 
pharmacies doubled 
from 2017 to last year, 
rising from 271,000 to 
557,000, health officials 
reported Tuesday.

The United States 
is in the midst of  the 
deadliest drug over-
dose epidemic in its 
history. About 68,000 
people died of  over-
doses last year, ac-
cording to preliminary 

government statistics 
reported last month, 
a drop from the more 
than 70,000 in 2017.

“One could only hope 
that this extraordinary 
increase in prescribing 
of  naloxone is contrib-
uting to that stabiliza-
tion or even decline of  
the crisis,” said Kath-
erine Keyes, a Colum-
bia University drug 
abuse expert.

About two-thirds of  
U.S. overdose deaths 
involve some kind of  
opioid, a class of  drugs 
that includes heroin, 
certain prescription 
painkillers and illicit 
fentanyl. Naloxone is a 
medication that can re-
verse opioid overdoses, 
restoring breathing 
and bringing someone 
back to consciousness. 
It first went on sale in 
1971 as an injection. 
An easier-to-use nasal 
spray version, Narcan, 

was approved in 2015.
Local, state and fed-

eral officials have em-
braced naloxone as a 
lifesaving measure. 
Cities and states have 
standing orders that 
allow pharmacies to 
give it out without a 
doctor’s prescription, 
and officials have tried 
to put it into the hands 
of  virtually anyone 
who might encounter 
a person overdosing, 
including drug users, 
police and even librar-
ians.

CDC researchers 
noted there were fewer 
than 1,300 naloxone 
prescriptions dis-
pensed in 2012, mean-
ing the number grew 
more than 430-fold in 
six years.

Health officials said 
pharmacies should be 
giving out even more.

“We don’t think 
anybody is at the 

level we’d like to see 
them,” said Dr. Anne 
Schuchat of  the Cen-
ters for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

The CDC report is 
based on data from 
IQVIA, a company that 
tracks health care in-
formation, and looked 
at prescriptions from 
more than 50,000 retail 
pharmacies across the 
country. It included 
both prescriptions 
written by doctors for 
specific patients and 
those filled under the 
broader standing or-
ders.

The report offers only 
a partial picture, how-
ever, since only about 
20 percent of  naloxone 
was sold to retail phar-
macies in 2017, accord-
ing to an earlier gov-
ernment report.

Still, it’s the CDC’s 
first close look at 

Overdose-reversing drug tied to fewer deaths
PRESCRIPTIONS OF   

NALOXONE SOARING

Show of support
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Hastings police officer Brad Cunningham greets Rachel 
Fielder and her children, Parker, 8 and Avery, 5, during Na-
tional Night Out Tuesday at Chautauqua Park.
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