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TODAY A 50% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms. 

TONIGHT A 40% chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms.
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Adams County is eval-
uating how best to sep-
arate the County Clerk 
and Election offices, 
which have been com-
bined for the last 24 
years.

Members of  the Ad-
ams County Board of  
Commissioners voted 
7-0 at their regular 
meeting Tuesday to ta-
ble until June 15 action 
on a resolution creat-
ing a dedicated Adams 

County Election Of-
fice. In lieu of  such ac-
tion, Board Chairman 
Lee Hogan appointed 
County Clerk Ramona 
Thomas and Commis-
sioners Dale Curtis, 
Chuck Neumann and 
Joe Patterson to a com-
mittee that would make 
a recommendation by 
June 15 how best to 
move forward with the 
proposed separation.

There were two resolu-
tions presented for con-
sideration on Tuesday.

The difference be-
tween the resolutions is 
the effective date of  the 
separation. One is July 
1, 2021, and the other is 
Jan. 1, 2022.

Thomas said starting 
the process on July 1 
would give the county 
a longer transition pro-
cess.

It was Thomas, who 
currently serves as both 
the county clerk and 
election commissioner, 
who requested the sep-
aration of  the offices. 

The request was made 
as a way to ensure both 
offices receive adequate 
attention and space.

Thomas said she 
started laying the 
groundwork for the 
transition four or five 
years ago by separating 
the budgets for the two 
offices.

She said the offices 
were divided in 1985 and 
consolidated again in 
1997.

“It was proposed to 
split them out about 

nine years ago,” she 
said. “It didn’t make 
it to the board. They 
weren’t receptive of  do-
ing it at that time. We 
are at a time now when 
I think it is an absolute 
necessity. Neither one 
of  the offices I manage, 
the Clerk’s Office nor 
the Election Office, are 
getting the attention 
they deserve. You saw 
what 2020 brought with 
the elections. That envi-
ronment is not going to 
change.”

Another thing that 
isn’t going to change is 
that her office essen-
tially is running three 
elections, Thomas said.

Previously, the elec-
tion office would run 
a polling location and 
would have early voting.

“Voting in the office in 
person early, and vot-
ing by mail — (in 2020) 
we saw about a 50/50 
split between polling 
locations and the early 

County ponders separation of clerk, election offices
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T
here’s a wild card 
in the push to 
return to pre-pan-
demic life: Many 
workers don’t want 

to go back to the jobs they 
once had.

Layoffs and lockdowns, 
combined with enhanced 
unemployment benefits and 
stimulus checks, gave many 
Americans the time and the 
financial cushion to rethink 
their careers. Their former 
employers are hiring again — 
and some, like Uber and Mc-
Donald’s, are offering higher 
pay — but workers remain 
hesitant.

In March, U.S. job openings 
rose 8% to a record 8.1 mil-
lion, but overall hiring rose 
less than 4%, according to 
government data.

Nate Mullins quit his job as 
a bartender last November 
after clashing with manag-
ers over mask rules and wor-
rying that he would spread 
the coronavirus to his im-
mune-compromised sister.

Mullins’ unemployment 
checks don’t match what 
he was making at his Oak 
Harbor, Washington bar, 
but they’re enough to get by 
while he looks for jobs that 

would provide health care 
and retirement benefits.

“This opportunity to take 
a step back and really think 
about what you’re doing re-
ally changed my mind,” said 
Mullins, 36. “(It) made me 
think long-term for the first 
time.”

Workers like Mullins are 
one reason U.S. hiring slowed 
in April. Employers and busi-
ness groups argue that the 
$300-per-week federal unem-
ployment supplement gives 
recipients less incentive to 
look for work. Several states 
have begun requiring those 
receiving the benefits to show 

they are actively searching 
for work, and a few will stop 
providing the supplement.

But Heidi Shierholz, a se-
nior economist who re-
searches low- and mid-
dle-income workers with the 
Economic Policy Institute, 
said health concerns and 
child care responsibilities 
seem to be the main reasons 
holding workers back.

In April, she said, at least 
25% of  U.S. schools weren’t 
offering in-person learning, 
forcing many parents to stay 
home. And health concerns 
could gain new urgency for 
some workers now that the 

Changing careers
MANY WORKERS EMERGING 
FROM THE PANDEMIC DON’T 

WANT TO RETURN TO THE 
JOBS THEY ONCE HAD
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Nate Mullins, a former bartender from Oak Harbor, Wash., who quit his job last November 
after clashing with managers over enforcing mask rules, poses for a photo near a street 
mural Monday in Mount Vernon, Wash. Mullins’ unemployment checks don’t match what 
he was making at the bar, but they’re enough to get by while he looks for jobs that would 
provide health care and retirement benefits.
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Ellen Booth, 57, studies at her kitchen table to become a 
certified medical coder as her cat, Juji, sits on a bed be-
hind her in Coventry, R.I., May 17. When the restaurant she 
worked for closed last year, Booth said it gave her “the 
kick I needed.” She started a year-long class to learn to 
be a medical coder. When her unemployment benefits ran 
out two months ago, she started drawing on her retirement 
funds. Booth hopes to pass her upcoming exam and soon 
hit the job market.
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The case against a 
28-year-old Hastings 
man who was shot 
by police officers has 
been sent to the Adams 
County District Court.

Seth Burge of  809 
S. Kansas Ave. faces 
charges of  terroristic 
threats, use of  a firearm 
in a felony, possession 
of  methamphetamine 
and two counts of  pos-
session of  a firearm by 
a prohibited person.

Adams County Judge 
Michael Mead bound 
over the charges to the 
district court Tuesday 
after a preliminary 
hearing.

The case will be heard 
next in the district 
court for Burge to enter 
a plea to the charges.

Possession of  a fire-
arm by a prohibited per-
son is a Class 1D felony 
punishable by three to 
50 years in prison. Use 
of  a firearm in a felony 
is a Class 2 felony pun-
ishable by up to 50 years 
in prison. Terroristic 
threats is a Class 3A fel-
ony punishable by up to 
three years in prison and 
a $10,000 fine. Posses-
sion of  a controlled sub-
stance (meth) is a Class 
4 felony punishable by 
up to two years in prison 
and a $10,000 fine.

Few details about 
the incident have been 
made available to the 
public, with prosecu-
tors sealing the arrest 
affidavit citing concerns 
about the ongoing in-
vestigation.

According to an ini-
tial news release from 
the Hastings Police 

Man shot by police 
faces several charges
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A proposed condi-
tional use permit would 
affirm ongoing activities 
in the former Hastings 
Middle School manual 
arts building as well as 
the operation of  a food 
truck in the parking lot 
there.

Members of  the Hast-
ings Planning Commis-
sion voted 7-0 at their 
regular meeting Tues-
day to recommend ap-
proval of  a conditional 
use permit for the First 
Presbyterian Church 
PEACE Center, 715 W. 
Seventh St., with six 
conditions attached.

Commissioners Jac-
que Cranson, Lou Kully 
and Gavin Raitt were 
absent. Alternate mem-
ber Willis Hunt was 
present.

The First Presbyterian 
Church purchased the 
former middle school 
Sept. 17, 2007. The 
church sold the main 
building but kept the 
parking lot and annex, 
which is now called the 
PEACE Center, an ac-
ronym for Presbyterian 
Emmanuel Arts Com-
munity Engagement 
Center.

The conditional use 
permit request was 
originally on the plan-

ning commission’s 
April agenda, but the 
application needed 
more time for comple-
tion so the item was 
held back to the May 
meeting.

The Rev. Greg Allen 
Pickett was in atten-
dance at both the April 
and May meetings. At 
the April meeting, he 
said the church received 
a request in December 
2020 from Beto’s Tacos 
food truck to operate 
at the PEACE Center 
parking lot.

“Our church’s leader-
ship council assessed 
that request and af-
firmed it was consistent 
with the ministry and 
mission of  our church,” 
Allen Pickett said. “We 
see this as benefiting a 
minority entrepreneur. 
We’ve got a lot of  out-
reach with the Hispanic 
and Latino community 
as a church. So this was 
a natural outgrowth of  
that outreach.”

He asked the city 
what requirements are 
needed to park a food 
truck in the PEACE 
Center parking lot and 
learned that when the 
church originally ac-
quired the property 
there was no rezoning.

Planners recommend 
approval of PEACE 
Center application
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