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Flashback to Hastings College’s first men’s soccer title. - B1
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TODAY A 10% chance of showers 
after 5 p.m Wind gusts of 30 mph.

TONIGHT A chance of showers 
and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5 Art by Kesley Sealey
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LUNA STEPHENS
Nebraska News Service

S
am Bhakta, front 
desk manager of  
Hastings Express 
Inn, said the town of  
Hastings has been 

quieter than ever.
Just down the road, U.S. 

Highway 281 has seen a de-
crease in the average num-
ber of  cars passing in a day. 
In February, the average was 
3,210. In March, it was 2,938, 
an 8.5% decrease.

“I can see less cars on the 
road than before and less peo-
ple walking on the sidewalk, 
and it’s been very less people 
around,” Bhakta said.

Across Nebraska, the state 

Department of  Transpor-
tation has more than 60 au-
tomated traffic counting 
stations on county roads, 
highways and interstates, 
counting each car that goes 
by, every hour, every day, 
all year long. The stations 
stretch from the state line on 
I-680 at the Mormon Bridge 
in Omaha (down 13% in 
March) to the state line on 
I-80 at the Pine Bluffs inter-
change in Kimball County 
(up 3.5%).

A Nebraska News Service 
analysis of  individual traffic 
station data gives the first lo-
cal view of  what impact the 
coronavirus is having on the 
state’s roadways. The state 
takes the daily count of  cars, 
then averages them together 
to create a monthly count. Of  
the 62 counting stations state-
wide, 51 of  them reported 
lower traffic volumes in 
March versus February.

That ranges from the 33,000 
cars per day drop in March at 
42nd Street on I-80 in Omaha, 
where 143,000 cars a day 
passed by last month to the 
5-car daily average drop on a 
county road north of  Chap-
pell in Deuel County, where 
64 cars a day on average 
drove by.

So while March gives the 
first look at local traffic, it’s 
a partial look. State and lo-
cal authorities started order-
ing shutdowns mid-month in 
some places, later in others. 
Normal traffic levels were 
averaged in with below nor-
mal levels to get the monthly 
amount.

The state has more recent 
traffic summaries that hint 
that traffic is down even more 
in April. Last week, Inter-
state 80 west of  Lincoln to the 
Wyoming state line was down 

Quiet roads
Pandemic measures mean 

less highwy traffic; 
state counting stations 
near hastings, geneva 

included in analysis
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A recent traffic count on U.S. Highway 281 south of Hastings shows the volume of traffic 
over that stretch of highway has declined by 8.5% during the period of social distancing 
related to the novel coronavirus pandemic.
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Organizers gearing up 
for the final push in this 
year’s Give Hastings 
Day, a celebration of  lo-
cal generosity, took time 
on Monday to reflect on 
the local campaign’s ties 
to a global movement.

The Hastings Commu-
nity Foundation, which 
plays host to Give Hast-

ings Day, 
already is 
accepting 
donations 
on behalf  
of  91 area 
nonprofit 
organiza-
tions. The 
books on 

this year’s seventh an-
nual Give Hastings Day 
close at 11:59 p.m. on 
Thursday — the actual 
designated “day.”

Meanwhile, however, 
HCF issued a news re-
lease paying tribute to 
the ninth annual Giv-
ingTuesday, which is 
Tuesday, May 5. Giv-
ingTuesday is described 
as “the global generos-
ity movement unleash-
ing the power of  people 
and organizations to 
transform their commu-
nities and the world.”

To join in the global 
celebration, the Hast-
ings Community Foun-
dation encourages do-
nors to make their gifts 

now at www.givehast-
ings.org.

“GivingTuesday is 
focused on how gen-
erosity is at the heart 
of  the society we build 
together, unlocking 
dignity and opportu-
nity,” said Dan Peters, 
HCF executive director. 
“Those are also some 
of  the outcomes of  Give 
Hastings Day. By partic-
ipating in GivingTues-
day and Give Hast-
ings Day, donors make 

Give Hastings Day aligns with global generosity movement
organizers Pay 

tribute  
to givingtuesday 

initiative that began 
in new york city
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A Give Hastings Day sign stands along South 
Hastings Avenue Monday.

Peters

SEE GIVE/page A3
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When they meet on May 

11, members of  the Hast-
ings City Council will act 
on a forensic engineer-
ing contract proposal for 
nearly $100,000 to get a 
more precise estimate for 
costs associated with the 
16th Street viaduct.

Forensic engineer An-
thony Siahpush with 
Engineering Specialists 
Inc. of  Omaha discussed 
the forensic engineer-
ing examination process 
with council members 
during their work ses-
sion on Monday.

The agreement with 
ESI includes a Condi-
tion Assessment and 
Forensic Analysis at 
a cost of  $53,800, plus 
an optional examina-
tion using X-ray and/or 
ground-penetrating ra-

dar for possible confir-
mation of  the extent of  
corrosion estimated to 
cost $13,971 per pier.

Siahpush recom-
mended doing the con-
dition assessment, plus 
an instrument examina-
tion testing for three of  
the nine piers — the one 
in worst condition, the 
one in best condition, 
and one at random.

“That should give 
you guys a very good 
view of  the exact con-
dition of  the bridge, 

plus it will give us a bet-
ter view of  what scope 
to do for remediation, 
restoration or replace-
ment,” he said.

Council members 
voted on March 9 — af-
ter a strong response 
from petitioners — to 
rescind their resolution 
to demolish the 16th 
Street viaduct and place 
the repair option for the 
85-year-old structure on 
the November ballot.

According to costs 
separately obtained by 

both Siahpush and an 
engineer related to one 
of  the petitioners, the 
Union Pacific Railroad 
will charge $1 million 
per day that work oc-
curs on the viaduct over 
the railroad.

“That $1 million a day, I 
cannot really say at this 
point if  it is an actual, 
real hard dollar num-
ber or if  it is something 
that it looks like it has 
been brought up to pre-
vent demolition of  the 
bridge,” Siahpush said.

ESI will present the 
more exact estimate in 
time to have “not to ex-
ceed” ballot language 
submitted to the county 
clerk by Sept. 1, which 
is the deadline to have it 
added to the November 
general election ballot.

Siahpush said the ini-
tial assessment would 
take 4 ½ to 5 weeks and 
testing another three 
weeks, for eight weeks 
total. ESI could be 

Council hears forensic engineering proposal
uP could charge 

$1m Per day work 
occurs on 16th 
street viaduct

SEE VIADUCT/page A3

SEE QUIET/page A3

ANDY RAUN
araun@hastingstribune.com

A man in his 60s has 
become the fifth Ad-
ams County resident to 
die in connection with 
the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, the 
South Heartland Dis-
trict Health Department 
reported Monday night.

The victim had been 
hospitalized.

“I am sad to report 
a fifth COVID-19 re-
lated death in Adams 
County,” said Michele 
Bever, SHDHD execu-
tive director, in a health 
department news re-
lease. “As we send con-
dolences to the family 
and hold them in our 
thoughts, we urge com-
munity members to 
continue to practice so-
cial distancing and pre-
vention to help slow the 
spread of  this disease.”

In addition, Bever 
announced five new 
laboratory-confirmed 
cases in the four-county 
South Heartland health 
district on Monday, 
bringing the total num-
ber of  cases confirmed 
in the district to date 
to 221 — 203 in Ad-
ams County, 13 in Clay 
County, five in Web-
ster County, and zero 
in Nuckolls County. Of  
that number, 107 were 
known to have recov-
ered as of  May 1.

The new cases an-

nounced on Monday 
include two in Clay 
County — a man in his 
30s and a woman in her 
30s — and three in Ad-
ams County, including 
a woman in her 30s, a 
man in his 50s and a 
man in his 60s.

In Monday’s news re-
lease, Bever said the 
health department has 
started tracking the 
positivity rate (percent-
age of  tests that are 
positive), which is cal-
culated by dividing the 
number of  positive test 
results each week by 
the total number of  test 
results each week.

“We are monitor-
ing the weekly trend, 
watching for a decline 
in this rate over time,” 
she said. “This will help 
us see how well our 
social distancing and 
prevention actions are 
working at reducing the 
spread and reducing the 
rate of  new cases.”

“The weekly positiv-
ity rate for April 5-11 
was 25%, it was 19% the 
next week, then 18%, 
and it was 15% this past 
week,” Bever said. “But 
the current decline in 
the positivity rate is 
due, in part, to less re-
strictive testing and 
increased capacity for 
testing, not necessarily 
due to a decline in dis-
ease levels in our coun-
ties. We still need to con-
tinue to practice social 
distancing and preven-
tion to drive this rate 
into the single digits.”

Bever also reminded 
residents who are ill 
or have any symptoms 

Adams County’s 5th
COVID-19 death reported

south heartland 
district beginning to 
track weekly number 

of Positive tests 
comPared to total 
tests administered
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