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NU’s Gifford gets noticed at camp. - B1

JOHN HUTHMACHER
johnh@hastingstribune.com

A
YR — When a visi-
tor to his blacksmith 
demonstration at the 
36th annual Platte Val-
ley Antique Machinery 

Association Antique and Collector 
Show suggested aloud that wood 
was for burning in a fireplace and 
metal for forging creativity, Jerod 
Dack found he couldn’t sit just idly 
by and let the comment pass with-
out asserting a sliver of  protest.

“Hey now, hey now!” he said with 
a smile. “Certain wood.”

As a blacksmith hobbyist who of-
ten accompanied his father, Stuhr 
Museum blacksmith Randy Dack, 
to such events, he was very much 
in his element as he hammered out 
sight sticks for a snow plow and 
horseshoes during his two-hour 
demonstration Saturday morning 
at Crystal Lake Recreation Area 
near Ayr.

What was new to him — though 
no one observing him at work 
would likely have noticed — was 
the gift of  gab infused with his pre-
sentation for the sake of  those who 
stopped to see him forge steel into 
usable products.

“I’m not a public speaker,” he 
said. “That’s kind of  Dad’s job. It 
kind of  scares me a bit, but I’m 
stepping out of  my comfort zone 
a little bit to visit with people and 
pass on a little of  the knowing.”

The weekend event, which kicked 
off with a tractor drive on Friday, 
opened Saturday with a pancake 
breakfast and flag-raising cere-
mony. Blacksmithing was one of  
several demonstrations on the 
weekend agenda, which included a 
garden tractor pull, antique trac-
tor pull, kids’ pedal tractor pull, 
live music, tractor and vehicle pa-
rades, oldtime farming demonstra-
tions and a Sunday church service.

With temperatures climbing into 
the 80s, Dack appeared comfort-
able and unfazed by the rising 
heat. Accompanied by his eldest 
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TODAY Patchy fog early, then 
clouds turning to sun.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy with SSE 
wind 5-10 mph.
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Jerod Dack makes a sight stick for a snow plow at the Platte Valley 
Antique Machinery Association Antique and Collector Show Saturday.
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When Drew Sillman 
began to show signs 
of  poor vision at age 
5, his parents Michael 
and Cara assumed he 
needed glasses. If  only 
it were that simple.

Testing uncovered 
what the underlying 
problem was — a dis-
ease so horrific that it 
cost the young boy his 
sight by age 6.

The disease: Juvenile 
Battens Disease.

The rare but devas-
tating disease mim-
ics symptoms of  Alz-

heimer’s, Parkinson’s 
and ALS (Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease), continually 
attacking its victims 
throughout their teen 
years. A clinical trial to 
combat the disease is 
months away, but treat-
ment will be costly. And 
that’s where the com-
munities of  Gretna and 
Hastings enter the pic-
ture.

High school and sum-
mer softball programs 
from both communi-
ties met in a first-ever 
NSAA jamboree scrim-
mage at Smith Softball 
Complex Saturday to 
help raise money and 
awareness of  the dis-
ease. The event, Batten 
4 Drew, included soft-
ball played on four di-
amonds and a free-will 
barbecue luncheon, 

with proceeds going to 
the Sillman family to 
be used to help offset 
costs of  the experimen-
tal trial treatments for 
Drew and other chil-
dren battling the dis-
ease.

An estimated 600 peo-
ple turned out on Satur-
day to pack the complex 
parking lot, with many 
of  them taking part in 
the free-will luncheon 
fundraiser.

The event was the 
brainchild of  Bill 
Heard, Gretna varsity 
softball coach, who 
happens to be friends 
with Pete Theoharis, 
Hastings High varsity 
softball coach. The two 
teams have players who 
played against each 

Softball players take swings at ‘Batten 4 Drew’
hAstings, gretnA 
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Gavin Buffington (left), Drew Sillman (middle) and Jake Heard hand out 
bracelets to members of the Hastings Crush softball team to raise aware-
ness of Batten Disease Saturday.SEE DREW/page A3
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GRANT SCHULTE
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LINCOLN — A law-
maker who doesn’t be-
lieve humans are caus-
ing climate change is 
nevertheless leading 
a push to ensure Ne-
braska farmers are 
better prepared for ex-
treme weather like the 
blizzards and flooding 
that hit the state this 
year.

The Legislature’s Ag-
riculture Committee 
will look for changes 

to state law that might 
help farmers recover 
more quickly from such 

storms, 
which 
killed 
livestock 
and left 
farmland 
flooded for 
weeks. The 
review 
comes at 

the request of  the com-
mittee’s chairman, Sen. 
Steve Halloran, a for-
mer farmer from Hast-
ings.

“I see this as more 
about preparedness af-
ter the fact,” Halloran 
said. “The next 500-year 
storm could happen 
next year. What tangi-

ble lessons can we learn 
from these most recent 
storms?”

Halloran believes the 
climate is changing as 
part of  natural envi-
ronmental cycles but 
rejects the census of  cli-
mate scientists who say 
it’s indisputably driven 
by human activity.

Nebraska’s top clima-
tologist has said climate 
change will lead to lon-
ger, hotter summers in 
the state as well as more 
frequent flooding from 
intense rain and snow-
storms. Average river 
and groundwater levels 
could drop as well, re-
quiring more conserva-
tion.

Although he doesn’t 

believe in manmade cli-
mate change, Halloran 
said he wants state offi-
cials to use this year’s 
extreme weather as a 
case study to see how 
agencies such as the Ne-
braska Department of  
Agriculture should re-
spond in the future.

Halloran said state 
officials responded 
quickly to the farm-
ers hurt by the March 
floods, but he’d like to 
know whether agencies 
could have done any-
thing better. He said he 
was particularly con-
cerned about disasters 
that kill huge num-
bers of  cattle or hogs, 
and how state officials 
should dispose of  the 

carcasses.
Nebraska Farm Bu-

reau President Steve 
Nelson said many of  his 
group’s members are 
concerned about the 
weather extremes, but 
they view this year as 
an anomaly and haven’t 
drawn a conclusion as 
to whether it’s part of  a 
longer-term trend.

Nelson said that while 
his group has held dis-
cussions about how to 
adapt to a changing cli-
mate, his member farm-
ers question whether 
the warmer tempera-
tures are driven by 
human activity. Most 
Farm Bureau members 
are more concerned 
about rising property 

taxes and the impact of  
the U.S. trade war on 
their bottom lines, he 
said.

“All of  this is happen-
ing at a time when we 
have really tight mar-
gins for practically ev-
erything farmers and 
ranchers grow,” Nelson 
said.

Nelson said his group 
supports efforts to 
mitigate future floods 
and better manage Ne-
braska’s water supply 
in drought years. He 
said he was satisfied 
with the state’s efforts 
to rebuild flood-rav-
aged roads and bridges 
and to connect them 
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