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TODAY Partly sunny. then becom-
ing sunny. Gusts as high as 35 mph.

TONIGHT Clear. Breezy. Winds 
could gust as high as 25 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Luke Soucie
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T
he Rivoli 3 
reopened for 
business over 
the weekend, 
though the 

number of  movie-goers 
was below normal.

While smaller-than-
usual crowds meant rev-
enue was down, owners 
were thankful people 
didn’t flock to the the-
ater as staff acclimates 
to a new normal because 
of  the novel coronavirus.

“All our managers 
were excited about being 
able to reopen, but there 
was some anxiousness,” 
said Russell Vannors-
del, the vice president of  
Fridley Theatres.

Fridley Theatres owns 
the Rivoli 3 as well as 
18 theaters in Iowa. 
Vannorsdel said the 
company opened two 
theaters in Iowa on Me-
morial Day weekend and 
then opened its remain-
ing facilities over the 
following two weekends. 
Managers of  the first 
two theaters to reopen 
shared their hands-on 
insight with their coun-
terparts across the com-
pany.

During the time the 
theaters were closed, 
Vannorsdel said, man-
agement put together 

a plan to reopen based 
on recommendations 
from health officials 
and the directed health 
measures from the state 
government. A list of  
measures was developed 
in conjunction with rec-
ommendations from the 
World Health Organi-
zation, U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention, National Asso-
ciation of  Theatre Own-
ers and the National 
Restaurant Association.

Vannorsdel said that 
the DHMs set maxi-
mums at half  of  capac-
ity. For the Rivoli, that 
capacity would be 400 
people, giving them the 
ability to seat 200 under 
the DHMs. The plan is to 
slowly grow to that limit.

“We may only have 100 
seats available for the 
first two weekends as 
we get comfortable,” he 
said.

Staff is asked to dili-
gently uphold sanitation 

and cleanliness proto-
cols. Vannorsdel said 
they take the novel coro-
navirus threat seriously 
and will make every ef-
fort to ensure the safety 
of  each individual in 
their theaters.

Employees will stay 
home if  they are sick 
or have been exposed 
to COVID-19, consent to 
a health screening and 
temperature reading at 
the employee entrance, 
use face coverings, and 
wear gloves when in di-
rect contact with food. 
They also will practice 
social distancing, cover 
coughs and sneezes, 
avoid touching their 
faces, and wash their 
hands frequently and 
thoroughly.

Staff will allow only 
one refill for popcorn, in 
which a new tub and lid 
will be issued. Drink re-
fills won’t be allowed at 
this time.

To help promote social 
distancing measures, 
they will implement 
movement patterns to 
promote distancing, 
use floor markers to es-
tablish 6-foot intervals 
for waiting lines, patrol 
common areas to pro-
mote distancing among 
guests, and space out 
feature start times to re-
duce overall congestion.

Ushers will help with 
seating patrons in a 
checkerboard pattern, 
alternating rows and 

Curtain opens on new movies
RIVOLI 3 TAKES 

PRECAUTIONS AGAINST 
CORONAVIRUS AS IT 

REOPENS

AMY ROH/Tribune

The marquee at the Rivoli Theatre welcomes back movie goers as the theater reopens after being 
closed because of the coronavirus.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Dakota Hutchins helps customers at the Rivoli 
Theatre Tuesday. The movie theater recently re-
opened after being closed because of the corona-
virus.
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KENESAW — The Kenesaw Pool 
will open Friday but admission will 
be limited primarily to residents of  
the local school district.

Members of  the Kenesaw Village 
Board of  Trustees approved during a 
special meeting on June 2 an opening 
date of  June 12.

Board members affirmed during 
their regular meeting Tuesday pool 
guidelines for 2020.

Among those guidelines includes 
who has access to the pool.

Season passes are required for en-
trance.

Individuals who purchased a season 
pool pass last year are eligible to pur-
chase one this year.

Individuals who live within the Ke-
nesaw School District are eligible to 
purchase a new pool pass.

No new season pool passes will be 
sold this year to anyone who lives out-
side of  the Kenesaw School District.

Passes can be purchased, and a li-
ability waiver must be signed, at the 
village office, at 109 N. Smith Ave.

The June 2 special meeting saw dis-
cussion from more than 20 residents.

The consensus among those partic-
ipants was that they would like the 
pool and park to open as soon and as 
safely as possible.
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The financial picture 
for Hastings Public 
Schools looks solid, and 
is benefitting from low 
interest rates.

That was the message 
from Superintendent 
Jeff Schneider during 
the Hastings Board of  
Education’s last two 
meetings.

As part of  his superin-
tendent’s report during 
the school board’s reg-
ular meeting Monday, 
Schneider said the dis-
trict is finishing up re-
financing the bonds 

the board approved in 
March.

He said the interest 
rate for one set of  bonds 
was reduced from 2.83% 
to 2%, resulting in 
$426,000 in savings.

Another set of  bonds 
went from 2.43% to 
1.92%, saving the dis-
trict another $441,000.

Altogether, the district 
saved about $867,000.

Combined with the 
roughly $2 million 
saved during refinanc-
ing in fall 2019, the dis-
trict saved nearly $2.9 
million in savings in the 
bond refinancing.

“I think that went a 
long way with our com-
munity toward helping 
with the Morton proj-
ect,” he said.

In the May 12 primary 
election voters in Hast-
ings approved remodel-
ing Morton Elementary 
to be used as a dis-
trictwide preschool site 
and district administra-
tive office.

Also during Monday’s 
meeting, board mem-
bers approved a resolu-
tion to sell bonds for the 
Morton project, not to 
exceed $6 million.

Aside from the bond 

refinancing, the re-
mainder of  the project 
costs will be financed 
through the district’s 
existing property tax 
levy.

During the school 
board’s work session 
on Thursday, Schneider 
gave a third-quarter fi-
nancial report.

Total expenses 
through the first three 
quarters of  the 2019-20 
fiscal year were just un-
der $31 million.

“As you compare that 
to last year at this time 
that’s actually less than 
we spent a year ago,” he 

said. “We did achieve a 
little bit of  savings we 
didn’t necessarily want 
by not having school in 
session from March 15 
on, but that was very 
small. What this really 
reflects are the changes 
the board made on the 
budget changes for last 
year. If  you remember, 
we cut $850,000 out of  
the budget. My point 
to that is we’ve been 
responsible with our 
expenses and we’re on 
track to spend less this 
year than we did a year 
ago, which is hard to do 
when the majority of  

costs are payroll.”
The district has taken 

in just under $37 million.
“So if  you look at 

where we stand, we’re 
almost $6 million in the 
black for this year,” he 
said. “That’s typical at 
the end of  May. It will 
not stay like that, be-
cause of  the way our 
state aid works.”

Hastings Public 
Schools will receive its 
last state aid payment 
in June, but won’t re-
ceive one in July or Au-
gust, so the amount of  

Current HPS financial position looks strong 
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An Adams County woman in her 40s 
on Tuesday became the 279th county 
resident to be confirmed by a labora-
tory as positive for the novel corona-
virus disease, COVID-19.

The South Heartland District 
Health Department announced the 
one new case in a news release Tues-
day evening. To date, the district has 
recorded a total of  309 positive cases, 
including the 279 in Adams County, 
24 in Clay County, five in Webster 
County and one in Nuckolls County.

Of  those 309 COVID-19-positive pa-
tients, at least 260 have recovered. 
The district’s death toll stands at 11 
— all Adams County residents.

SEE RIVOLI/page A3

SEE HPS/page A3

Adams County 
records one new 
COVID-19 case

SOUTH HEARTLAND OFFICIALS 
WORKING WITH CONSTITUENTS  

TO PLAN SAFE EVENTS, BUSINESS 
REOPENINGS

SEE COVID-19/page A3

Kenesaw pool
to open Friday 

PASSES REQUIRED BUT LIMITED  
TO SCHOOL DISTRICT PATRONS, 

THOSE WHO HAD THEM IN 2019 

SEE KENESAW/page A3


