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Tigers still in title hunt after loss. - B1

Friday, October 15, 2021

weather

58

33

TODAY Gradual clearing. Breezy. 
Winds could gust as high as 30 

TONIGHT Widespread frost. Oth-
erwise, clear.

Details, page A5 Art by Reese Yost
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S
MITHFIELD — 
Yellowing soybean 
leaves and drying 
corn husks are early 
autumn signs that 

huge combines will soon gob-
ble grain from vast fields of  
Nebraska’s two main crops.

They also mark completion 
of  a promising but problem-
atic harvest: Hemp.

It’s the second year Ne-
braska farmers can legally 
grow and process industrial 
hemp.

Some producers and proces-
sors envision a future when 
this crop, used to make wildly 
popular CBD oil and dozens 
of  other products, could turn 
into a small but mighty in-
dustry in a state known for 
corn.

They also see daunting bar-
riers to success. Tepid sup-
port from the state is making 
it hard to supercharge pro-
duction, they say. The mar-
ket for hemp products, while 
rapidly growing, is still small 
and unstable. And there’s a 
continuing misperception 
that what hemp farmers are 
growing is illegal marijuana 
instead of  what they are ac-
tually growing — a perfectly 
legal crop.

The Schwarz family farm 
in south central Nebraska 

demonstrates both the prom-
ise and the problems.

The promise: Last year 
Linda and Tom Schwarz 
and adult children Becky 
and Alex planted 300 outside 
plants and 800 smaller plants 
in greenhouse pots on their 
Gosper County farm. They 
dried and bagged 160 pounds 
of  CBD buds and leaves, and 
80 pounds of  CBD hemp.

A big problem: Most of  the 
Schwarz family’s 2020 crop 
remains in those bags, stored 
in the farm’s greenhouse. 
The family had expected 
to sell half  that hemp to a 
Hastings bath supply busi-
ness, but COVID-19-related 

issues caused the deal to fall 
through.

“If  we can’t sell it, there’s 
no point in growing more,” 
Alex Schwarz said.

The only approved pharma-
ceutical-grade CBD product 
is Epidiolex, used to treat sei-
zure syndromes. But a flurry 
of  medical studies — more 
than 1,000 just last year — are 
trying to determine the ben-
efits of  CBD. Some key early 
studies have found it may 
help exhausted, burnt-out 
and depressed Americans, 
but may not help much with 
pain management.

Promise and problems
NEBRASKA’S INDUSTRIAL 

HEMP FARMERS STRUGGLE TO 

GAIN FOOTHOLD WITH CROP
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Alex Schwarz hangs hemp plants to dry in a greenhouse on his family’s farm near Smith-
field on Sept. 9, the last of two 2021 harvest days. Plants harvested in mid-July dry on ta-
bles (back right), and white bags hold the 2020 hemp crop, which remains unsold.
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Brett Mayo, chief marketing and extraction officer for the 
Cruise family’s Sweetwater Hemp Co. processing plant 
near Pleasanton, holds a jar of ointment in front of shelves 
filled with Sweetwater Hemp-brand tinctures.
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Members of  the Hast-
ings Utility Board want 
more detail about how 
a proposed $50,000 for 
workforce development 
marketing would be 
spent, but also more dis-
cussion about funding 
economic development 
going forward.

Board members voted 
4-0 during their meet-
ing Thursday to table 
action on the proposal 
until more informa-

tion is available and all 
five board members are 
present. Board member 
Jeanette Dewalt was ab-
sent Thursday

Mayor Corey Stutte 
and City Administrator 
Dave Ptak brought the 
proposal to the Sept. 9 
Hastings Utility Board 
meeting because the fi-
nancial support would 
come from the eco-
nomic development in-
centive fund, which has 
a balance of  $1.5 million 
and is contained within 

the utility department 
budget.

The Hastings Board 
of  Public Works estab-
lished a $5.5 million 
economic development 
incentive fund 10 years 
ago.

When it was set up, the 
economic development 
incentive fund had a 
five-year term begin-
ning in fiscal year 2012. 
The $5.5 million was 
separated into three cat-
egories:

 � $3 million from the 

gas rate stabilization 
fund for promoting eco-
nomic development by 
encouraging the growth 
of  existing businesses 
and industries and the 
introduction of  new 
businesses and indus-
tries in the electric ser-
vice area of  Hastings 
Utilities.

 � An additional ex-
penditure not to exceed 
$500,000 from the gas 
rate stabilization fund 
for conducting publicity 
campaigns promoting 

the agricultural, manu-
facturing, commercial 
and utility resources of  
the Hastings commu-
nity.

 � $2 million constitut-
ing temporary partial 
electric demand rate 
reduction by Hastings 
Utilities in the electric 
service area.

The $500,000 and $2 
million allotments since 
have been moved else-
where in the utility bud-
get.

Board Chairman Bill 

Hitesman said the con-
tract should be updated 
and city officials need 
to figure out how to re-
plenish funding.

“Before this comes 
back to this board, there 
needs to be parameters 
we all understand,” he 
said.

Ptak said on Sept. 9 
when the fund was set 
up it didn’t meet the 
criteria under the Ne-
braska Constitution as 

HU board continues workforce development marketing discussion
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U.S. health advisers 
said Thursday that some 
Americans who received 
Moderna’s COVID-19 
vaccine at least six 
months ago should get a 
half-dose booster to rev 
up protection against 
the coronavirus.

The panel of  outside 
advisers to the Food and 
Drug Administration 
voted unanimously to 
recommend a booster 
shot for seniors, as 
well as younger adults 
with other health prob-
lems, jobs or living sit-
uations that put them 
at increased risk from 
COVID-19.

The recommendation 
is non-binding but it’s 
a key step toward ex-
panding the U.S. booster 

campaign to millions 
more Americans. Many 
people who got their 
initial Pfizer shots at 
least six months ago 
are already getting a 
booster after the FDA 
authorized their use 
last month — and those 
are the same high-risk 
groups that FDA’s ad-
visers said should get a 
Moderna booster.

But there’s no evi-
dence that it’s time to 
open booster doses of  
either the Moderna or 
Pfizer vaccine to every-
body, the panel stressed 
— despite initial Biden 
administration plans to 
eventually do that.

The coronavirus still 
is mostly a threat to 
unvaccinated people — 
while the vaccinated 
have strong protection 

FDA panel endorses 
lower-dose Moderna 
COVID shot for booster

The Associated Press

OMAHA — Gov. Pete 
Ricketts signed an ex-
ecutive order that will 
let drug counselors, 
physical therapists and 
other health profes-
sionals practice in their 
field even if  they aren’t 
licensed in Nebraska, 
to try to address staff-
ing shortages that have 
grown worse during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The order signed 
Wednesday is part of  
an effort to increase the 
number of  health care 
professionals by relax-
ing the state’s license 
requirements. It will re-
main in effect through 
the end of  the year.

The governor’s office 
said the order was an 
extension of  his deci-
sion to declare a “ hos-
pital staffing emergency 
“ in August, which was 
triggered because of  
a backlog of  largely 
non-virus patients who 
put off getting medical 
treatment earlier in the 
pandemic.

One part of  the order 
allows alcohol and drug 
counselors, speech-lan-
guage pathologists, 
nursing home admin-
istrators and others to 
work in Nebraska even 
if  the state hasn’t li-
censed them, as long as 
they have a license in 
good standing in some 

other state. It also lets 
those whose licenses 
are expired or lapsed to 
renew them more eas-
ily, by submitting an 
application to the Ne-
braska Department of  
Health and Human Ser-
vices.

Additionally, Ricketts 
suspended continuing 
competency require-
ments for physical ther-
apists and others to 
make it easier for them 
to remain on the job.

Marcia Mueting, the 
CEO of  the Nebraska 
Pharmacists Associ-
ation, said the order 
temporarily suspends 
a state law that limits 
the number of  student 
pharmacists and techni-
cians that a pharmacist 
can supervise to three 
at one time.

Mueting said pharma-
cists’ workloads have 
increased sharply be-
cause of  patients who 
are getting influenza 
vaccines in addition to 
COVID-19 vaccinations 
and booster shots. She 
said the industry was 
struggling with a short-
age of  pharmacists even 
before the pandemic, 
and some retailers are 
offering hiring bonuses 
as big as $50,000 to try to 
attract candidates.

“Everybody is 
stretched really thin,” 
she said.

Ricketts relaxes some health 
care licensing requirements
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