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weather
74
57

TODAY Mostly cloudy, then grad-
ually becoming sunny.

TONIGHT A 30% chance of show-
ers after 4 a.m. Mostly cloudy.
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R
ich Williams has 
finally felt his life 
start to take shape 
over the last few 
years.

He earned his bachelor’s 
degree, he and his girlfriend 
welcomed their first child, 
and he was hired recently to 
a job he sees himself  in for 
years to come.

Williams, who some might 
recognize from his basket-
ball-playing days at Hastings 
College, now has hope and 
his life has structure — two 
things he didn’t quite un-

derstand as a kid who, along 
with his mother, bounced 
around homes in pover-
ty-stricken north Omaha.

In a way, his life has come 
full circle.

As that kid in Omaha, Wil-
liams was influenced by the 
“wrong people.” His mom 
didn’t have the money for 
him to participate in youth 
programs or organized 
sports. He didn’t have a fa-
ther figure for much of  his 
youth, either.

“The only organized sport 
I had was going to the parks 
with the older dudes and kind 
of  watching some of  those 
games,” Williams said.

But a move out west with his 
father during his high school 
years proved beneficial in get-
ting his life on track.

Williams found basketball, 
which helped him achieve 
college graduation — some-
thing he described as far-
fetched; and he found the 
YMCA, where he attended 
camps before volunteering 
and discovering a passion for 
helping people.

Earlier this month, Wil-
liams was hired by the Hast-
ings Family YMCA as its 
membership director. It’s a 
position he’s proud to hold 
because of  its potential to aid 
in making an impact.

“The YMCA means a lot to 
me just because growing up 
in Scottsbluff I was a big part 
of  the things they did,” he 
said.

That’s why when a friend 

Coming full circle
New YMCA MeMbership 
direCtor hopes to MAke 

AN iMpACt
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Rich Williams is the new membership director for the Hastings Family YMCA.
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OMAHA — The coro-
navirus has hurt a vast 
majority of  Nebraska’s 
businesses and about 
one in six of  them are 
worried that it will 
force them to close their 
doors permanently, ac-
cording to a report re-
leased Tuesday.

The report from the 
Nebraska Business De-

velopment Center at the 
University of  Nebraska 
Omaha highlights 
the sweeping damage 
caused by the virus 
and the steps taken to 
keep it from spread-
ing, including business 
closures and social-dis-
tancing measures.

The report said 87% 
of  Nebraska businesses 
have been hurt by the 
pandemic. The hard-

est-hit industries have 
been the arts, entertain-
ment and recreation; 
health care and social 
assistance; educational 
services; and food ser-
vices.

The results came from 
the first of  two planned 
surveys that state of-
ficials will use to help 
them decide what they 
can do to help compa-
nies recover. The initial 

survey of  nearly 8,000 
Nebraska businesses 
was conducted from 
April 15-24, and the sec-
ond is scheduled for 
June.

“This has a huge im-
pact on Nebraska busi-
nesses, and what this 
survey kind of  does is 
quantify what we quali-
tatively already know,” 
Gov. Pete Ricketts said 
Tuesday.

Ricketts said busi-
nesses were generally 
most concerned about 
accessing cash to stay 
afloat, the duration of  
the pandemic, and the 
drop in consumer confi-
dence and spending.

Cathy Lang, the cen-
ter’s director and a 
former Nebraska eco-
nomic development ad-
ministrator, said the the 
impact on local com-

panies has been “vast, 
touching every part of  
Nebraska and every in-
dustry in Nebraska.”

Lang said most busi-
nesses reported losing 
revenue but were still 
trying to maintain their 
workforce, even though 
unemployment claims 
have recently surged 
to record highs. About 

1 in 6 Nebraska businesses fear closing for good
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A conditional use per-

mit application to place 
self-storage units at 
1211 and 1215 E. South 
St. meets all the neces-
sary impact criteria.

That is what Develop-
ment Services Director 
Lisa Parnell-Rowe told 
members of  the Hast-
ings Planning Commis-
sion before they voted 
8-0 during their regular 
meeting Tuesday to rec-
ommend approval of  
the conditional use per-

mit application. Com-
missioner Gavin Raitt 
was absent.

The property is north 
and east of  Anytime Fit-
ness.

Trent Schelkopf  with 
Quality Builders LLC of  
Sutton is the applicant, 
representing property 
owner Dan Marshall of  
Harvard.

The project meets pe-
destrian and vehicular 
traffic circulation and 
safety requirements.

The project will have 
two ingress and egress 

points and 30-foot-wide 
access between each 
storage unit building.

She said it also meets 
criteria for reasonable 
and economic extension 
of  public utilities.

“There won’t be any 
need to extend utilities 
to this,” Parnell-Rowe 
said.

Representatives from 
the city’s utility and en-
gineering departments 
previously reviewed the 
application.

“They’ve also said this 
will be acceptable,” Par-

nell-Rowe said.
She said the applicant 

agreed to a requirement 
to post signs on storage 
units, informing renters 
that flammable items 
are prohibited.

There are already 
other self-storage units 
in the area.

“As far as mixing with 
current land use and 
patterns, we do feel, 
developmental-wise, 
this would fit,” Par-
nell-Rowe said.

Adjacent property no-
tice letters were sent 

out to all residential 
properties within 300 
feet of  this location, 
and the city received 
just one inquiry. Par-
nell-Rowe said it was 
nothing of  a negative 
nature.

More than 100 feet sep-
arate these residents, 
and a fence and trees 
separate the nearby mo-
bile home community 
from the commercial 
businesses to the south.

Commission Chair-
man Marshall Gaines 
asked how the project 

would be affected by the 
major renovation proj-
ect planned for that por-
tion of  U.S. Highway 6.

Parnell-Rowe said the 
city street and engineer-
ing personnel didn’t 
have reservations about 
the project, including 
how it might be affected 
by the Highway 6 reno-
vation.

“I know that’s at the 
forefront of  anything 
that’s going in there,” 
she said.

Self storage on East South Street gets OK from planning commission 
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Members of  the Ad-

ams County Board of  
Supervisors took action 
Tuesday to determine a 
funding method to pay 
for repairs to Bladen 
Avenue as well as other 
sections of  rural road.

The supervisors voted 
7-0 during their regu-
lar meeting to approve 
a resolution creating a 
Rural Road Improve-
ment District.

The district includes 

eight miles on Bladen 
Avenue, from Nebraska 
Highway 74 down to the 
Webster County line; 
Holstein Avenue four 
miles from U.S. High-
way 6/34 south to As-
sumption Road; and 
Adams Central Avenue 
from 12th Street south 
to the existing round-
about.

“This is setting up a 
rural road district in the 
rural area,” Highway 

County approves Rural 
Road Improvement 
District for asphalt work 

SEE COUNTY/page A3

ANDY RAUN
araun@hastingstribune.com

An 11th Adams 
County resident has 
died in connection with 
the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, pan-
demic, the South Heart-
land District Health De-
partment announced on 
Tuesday night.

“Sadly, we are report-
ing another coronavirus 
(COVID-19) related death 
in Adams County,” said 
Michele Bever, South 
Heartland executive di-
rector, in a news release 
Tuesday night. “This 
was a man in his 60s who 
was hospitalized with 
underlying health condi-
tions. We extend our sin-
cere condolences to his 
family.”

All 11 COVID-19 pa-
tients who have died in 
the South Heartland 
Health District have 
been Adams County 
residents.

The district also in-
cludes Clay, Webster 
and Nuckolls counties.

In addition to the 
death, South Heartland 
on Tuesday announced 
four new laborato-
ry-confirmed positive 
cases of  COVID-19 in 
the health district.

Three of  the new pa-
tients live in Adams 
County. They include 
a woman in her 40s, a 
woman in her 50s and a 
woman in her 60s.

The fourth new pa-
tient is a child who lives 
in Clay County.

Since South Heart-
land’s first positive 
case of  COVID-19 was 
announced on March 
18, a running total of  
282 cases have been 
confirmed in the four-
county district. That 
tally includes 253 cases 

Adams County sees 
11th death among 
COVID-19 patients
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