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WASHINGTON 
— President Donald 
Trump said Sunday 
that confirmation of  his 
Supreme Court nomi-
nee Amy Coney Barrett 
will go “quickly” but 
his Democratic rival, 
Joe Biden, implored the 
Republican-led Senate 
to hold off on voting on 
her nomination until af-
ter the Nov. 3 election to 
“let the people decide.”

Speaking at a press 
conference at the White 
House, the president 

spotlighted Barrett’s 
Roman Catholic reli-
gion, portraying her as 
a victim of  attacks on 
her faith. But it’s her 
conservative approach 

to the law, particularly 
health care access that 
is drawing opposition 
from Democrats, not 
her private beliefs.

“It’s a disgrace,” 

Trump said. He vowed 
she will be confirmed 
“very quickly.”

Trump’s announce-
ment of  Barrett for the 
seat held by the late 
Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg is launching 
a high-stakes, fast-track 
election season fight 
over confirmation of  a 
conservative judge who 
is expected to shift the 
court rightward as it re-
views health care, abor-
tion access and other 
hot-button issues.

Biden on Sunday ap-
pealed directly to his 
former colleagues in the 
Senate to “take a step 

back from the brink.”
Biden urged Senate 

Republicans not to fan 
a controversy during 
an already tumultu-
ous election year for a 
country reeling from 
the coronavirus crisis, a 
struggling economy and 
protests over racial in-
justice. If  Trump wins 
the election, Biden said 
the president’s nominee 
should have a vote. But 
Biden said he should 
choose the next justice 
if  he prevails on Nov. 3.

“This is time to de-es-
calate,” Biden said in 
Wilmington, Delaware.

No justice has ever 

been confirmed to the 
Supreme Court so close 
to a presidential elec-
tion with early voting 
already underway in 
some states. Republi-
cans believe the fight 
ahead will boost voter 
enthusiasm for Trump 
and Senate Republicans 
at serious risk of  losing 
their majority. Dem-
ocrats warn Barrett’s 
confirmation would al-
most certainly undo 
Americans’ health care 
protections as the high 
court takes up a case 
against the Affordable 
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Sharon Behl Brooks 
and Brent Gollner are 
among six candidates 
vying for five seats on 
the Hastings Board of  
Education during the 
general election.

Other HPS school 
board candidates on the 
ballot are Laura Schnei-
der, Rod Goodin, Jim 
Boeve and Chris Shade.

The candidates are 
being featured two at 
a time in three con-
secutive issues of  the 
Hastings Tribune. That 
started with Saturday’s 
edition and continues 
today and Tuesday.

BRENT GOLLNER

Brent Gollner feels 
fortunate to have served 

on the Hastings Board 
of  Education with so 

many 
other 
board 
members 
who all 
shared a 
goal — do-
ing the 
best for 
the stu-

dents of  the district.
“Even though we may 

disagree about certain 
topics, or certain things, 
in the end we come 
together and decide 
what’s best for kids,” 
he said. “After every-
thing’s over and done 
with, there’s no hard 
feelings.”

Gollner is running for 
his fourth term, having 
served on the school 

board since 2008.
“The last four years 

have been interesting 
because we obviously 
have replaced our su-
perintendent and have 
hired Jeff Schneider to 
do that role, which had 
gone very well in spite 
of  the issues we have 
obviously going on with 
COVID this year,” he 
said. “That has created 
a whole other level of  
angst, worry and frus-
tration.”

Gollner, 55, of  1929 
Westchester Drive is a 
pharmacist and owns 
the two Keith’s Phar-
macy locations in Hast-
ings with his wife, Patty.

The district has had 
a lot of  successes in re-
cent years, including 
the completion of  proj-

ects to renovate and 
expand elementary 
schools.

That and other proj-
ects — such as voter 
support for a levy over-
ride and renovating the 
district’s Morton build-
ing to be a preschool 
and district office — are 
made possible by the 
support of  patrons.

The board has been 
fiscally responsible, he 
said.

“With Morton, it’s an-
other chance to repur-
pose a school without 
spending millions of  
dollars to build some-
thing new,” he said. “We 
can spend a few million 
dollars for something 
that is very nice and 
is going to last a long 
time.”

Gollner graduated 
from Hastings High 
School. His children, 
now in their 20s, both 
went through the HPS 
system.

“I just think it’s im-
portant to give back 
to the community for 
all that Hastings Pub-
lic Schools did for me 
and my children grow-
ing up,” he said. “It’s 
an opportunity to show 
what our district can 
do and does do for stu-
dent. Whether they are 
kids who need a little 
extra help or kids who 
are going to do great all 
the way through school, 
we strive to take care of  
each person individu-
ally and just assure the 
essentials, but expand 
on the possible.”

SHARON BEHL BROOKS

Sharon Behl Brooks’ 
first term on the Hast-
ings Board of  Education 

has been 
eventful.

“We 
hired a 
new su-
perinten-
dent,” she 
said. “Our 
new su-
perinten-

dent had a whirlwind of  
a first year. It’s a good 
time to know a lot about 
our community and just 
how well our commu-
nity works together to 
face challenges. That’s 
been encouraging.”

Brooks, 68, of  1406 N. 

Gollner, Brooks among candidates for Hastings school board

Gollner
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A
bout a quar-
ter of  the 
graduates 
from the 
Class of  2020 

gathered Saturday to 
congratulate each other, 
thank teachers and rem-
inisce about their time 
at Hastings College.

Named the 134.5 an-
nual commencement 
ceremony, the in-person 
event was a followup 
to the commencement 
event in May that was 
moved online due to the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19.

“This is a strange time 
to be graduating and 
launching out into the 
world,” said Rev. Greg 
Allen-Pickett, pastor 
of  First Presbyterian 
Church and a member 
of  the college Board of  
Trustees. “The college 
is a different place than 
it was six months ago. 
Even this ceremony is 
different, four months 
later than we all ex-
pected it to be.”

The casual event fea-
tured graduates wear-
ing caps but not gowns. 

Better late than never
2020 HASTINGS 

COLLEGE GRADUATES 

RETURN TO CAMPUS  

FOR BELATED IN-PERSON 

CEREMONY

AMY ROH/Tribune

Graduates of the 2020 class of Hastings College process into a commence-
ment ceremony held during homecoming weekend for graduates that could 
attend Saturday.

Brooks

MARILYNN MARCHIONE

AP Chief Medical Writer

The nearly 1 million people around 
the world who have lost their lives to 
COVID-19 have left us a gift: Through 
desperate efforts to save their lives, 
scientists now better understand how 
to treat and prevent the disease — 
and millions of  others may survive.

Ming Wang, 71, and his wife were 
on a cruise from Australia, taking a 
break after decades of  running the 
family’s Chinese restaurant in Papil-
lion, Nebraska, when he was infected. 
In the 74 days he was hospitalized be-
fore his death in June, doctors franti-
cally tried various experimental ap-
proaches, including enrolling him in 
a study of  an antiviral drug that ulti-
mately showed promise.

“It was just touch and go. Every-
thing they wanted to try we said yes, 
do it,” said Wang’s daughter, Anne 
Peterson. “We would give anything to 
have him back, but if  what we and he 
went through would help future pa-
tients, that’s what we want.”

Patients are already benefiting. 
Though more deaths are expected 
this fall because of  the recent surge 
in coronavirus infections in the U.S. 
and elsewhere, there also are signs 
that death rates are declining and 
that people who get the virus now 
are faring better than did those in the 
early months of  the pandemic.

“Some of  the reason we’re doing 
better is because of  the advances,” 
Dr. Francis Collins, director of  the 
U.S. National Institutes of  Health, 
told The Associated Press. Several 
drugs have proved useful and doctors 
know more about how to care for the 

Supreme Court nomineeAmy Coney Barrett

� A judge on the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals 
nominated by President Donald Trump in 2017 and 
considered once before by Trump for a high court 
seat; her three-year judicial record shows a clear and 
consistent conservative bent. 
�  A graduate the University of Notre Dame Law 
School and Rhodes College who has taught law at 
Notre Dame, worked for a Washington law firm and 
clerked for Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia.
� A devout Catholic mother of seven and Louisiana 
native born in 1972, she would be the youngest justice 
on the current court if confirmed.

South Bend Tribune

Sources: AP 
reports; University 
of Notre Dame; 
Federal Judicial 
Center

Trump vows quick court vote, Biden urges delay for Nov. 3 

Nearly 1M who 
died of COVID-19 
also illuminated 
treatment
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