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TODAY A 20% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms. Mostly sunny.

TONIGHT A 10% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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The city of  Hastings 
is now setting about re-
opening facilities to the 
public as safely as pos-
sible.

Members of  the Hast-
ings City Council voted 
8-0 during their regular 
meeting Monday to ap-
prove plans for reopen-
ing.

The entire 31-page 
plan is an attachment 
in the agenda packet for 
Monday’s council meet-

ing and available at city-
ofhastings.org.

Hastings Public Li-
brary is targeting a July 
6 opening, limiting visi-
tation to 100 people at a 
time. An adult must ac-
company a child 13 and 
younger.

Hastings Museum is 
moving toward phased 
reopening, with reduced 
hours, beginning June 
29. Phase 2 will begin 
July 13.

Phase 1 is for museum 
members; Phase 2 is for 

the greater public.
During the initial 

phases of  reopening, 
only large-format films 
will be shown in the 
museum theater and 
the planetarium won’t 
be open.

The plan to reopen 
the museum includes 
options to have Sum-
mer Fun classes at the 
museum or to not have 
them there.

Many safety and 
cleaning procedures 
also are outlined.

Among other facets 
of  the city’s reopening 
plan, officials have de-
termined that in Hast-
ings Utilities’ North 
Denver Station, 1228 N. 
Denver Ave., the tem-
porary location of  the 
business office in the 
former board room 
doesn’t allow sufficient 
spacing for the prac-
tice of  social distanc-
ing. As a consequence, 
the North Denver Sta-
tion will remain closed 
to the public until the 

ongoing business office 
renovation is complete.

Registration for Parks 
and Recreation activi-
ties will be done online. 
Community Center 
pickle ball courts are 
open for use by reser-
vation at the Parks and 
Rec office.

Phase 3 for relaxed di-
rected health measures 
in most of  Nebraska, in-
cluding the four-county 
South Heartland Health 
District, began Monday.

City Administrator 

Dave Ptak thanked de-
partment heads for 
their work putting to-
gether the plan.

“This was something 
that was definitely a 
work in progress,” he 
said. “Thank goodness 
we’ve reached Phase 
3, as far as the DHMs, 
which really helps us 
feel better about opening 
some of  our facilities.”

All the plans were 
submitted to the South 

Council approves plan to start reopening facilities
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S
T. PETERS-
BURG, Fla. 
— Alarming 
surges in 
coronavirus 

cases across the U.S. 
South and West raised 
fears Monday that the 
outbreak is spiraling 
out of  control and that 
hard-won progress 
against the scourge is 
slipping away because of  
resistance among many 
Americans to wearing 
masks and keeping their 
distance from others.

Confirming predictions 
that the easing of  state 
lockdowns over the past 
month and a half  would 
lead to a comeback by the 
virus, cases surpassed 
100,000 in Florida, hospi-
talizations are rising dra-
matically in Houston and 
Georgia, and a startling 
1 in 5 of  those tested in 
Arizona are proving to be 
infected.

Over the weekend, the 
virus seemed to be ev-
erywhere at once: Sev-
eral campaign staff 
members who helped 
set up President Donald 

Trump’s rally in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, tested posi-
tive, as did 23 Clemson 
University football play-
ers in South Carolina. At 
least 30 members of  the 
Louisiana State Univer-
sity team were isolated 
after becoming infected 
or coming into contact 
with someone who was. 
Meatpacking plants were 
also hit with outbreaks.

“It is snowballing. We 
will most certainly see 
more people die as a re-
sult of  this spike,” said 
Dr. Marc Boom, CEO and 
president of  Houston 
Methodist Hospital, not-
ing that the number of  
COVID-19 hospital admis-
sions has tripled since Me-
morial Day to more than 
1,400 across eight hospital 
systems in the Houston 
metropolitan area.

He warned that hospi-
tals could be overwhelmed 
in three weeks, and he 
pleaded with people to 
cover their faces and prac-
tice social distancing.

“It is possible to open 
up at a judicious pace 
and coexist with the vi-
rus, but it requires mil-
lions and millions of  
people to do the right 
thing,” Boom said.

Texas is among a num-
ber of  states — including 
Arizona, Alabama, Flor-
ida and South Carolina 
— whose governors have 

resisted statewide mask 
requirements, leaving the 
matter to local authorities.

The number of  new 
coronavirus cases across 
the country per day has 
reached more than 26,000, 
up from about 21,000 two 
weeks ago, according to 
an Associated Press anal-
ysis of  data compiled by 
Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity. Over 120,000 deaths 
in the U.S. have been 
blamed on the virus, the 
highest toll in the world.

In Georgia, the number 
of  people hospitalized be-
cause of  COVID-19 rose to 
1,000, erasing a month’s 
worth of  progress.

Infections are at their 
highest level since the 
outbreak began, nearly 
two months after Geor-
gia began lifting restric-
tions on businesses. 
Gov. Brian Kemp has re-
quired face coverings by 
waiters, barbers and oth-
ers working face-to-face 
with customers but has 
largely let businesses de-
cide whether customers 
must wear masks.

In Orlando, 152 corona-
virus cases were linked 
to one bar near the Uni-
versity of  Central Flor-
ida campus, said Dr. Raul 
Pino, a state health offi-
cer in the tourism city.

“A lot of  transmis-
sion happened there,” 
Pino said. “People are 

very close. People are 
not wearing masks. Peo-
ple are drinking, shout-
ing, dancing, sweating, 
kissing and hugging, all 
the things that happen 
in bars. And all those 
things that happen are 
not good for COVID-19.”

Although he asked 
health officials to renew 
calls for people to wear 
masks and keep their 
distance, Gov. Ron De-
Santis has not signaled 
he will retreat from re-
opening the state after 
three months of  shut-
downs that have dam-
aged the economy.

In Louisiana, however, 
Gov. John Bel Edwards 
extended restrictions 
on businesses because 
of  a troubling uptick in 
cases, following the ex-
ample set by Utah and 
Oregon last week. Loui-
siana has recorded more 
than 3,000 deaths.

“There are a lot of  peo-
ple out there saying they 
are done with this virus. 
Well, the virus isn’t done 
with us,” Edwards said.

Countries such as Bra-
zil, India and Pakistan 
are also seeing surging 
cases.

Dr. Michael Ryan, the 
World Health Organiza-
tion’s emergencies chief, 
said the outbreak is 

‘It is snowballing’
SURGING U.S. VIRUS 

CASES RAISE FEAR THAT 
PROGRESS IS SLIPPING

FRANK AUGSTEIN/AP

Pictures appear on a screen beside the Eros statue during a 10-minute domination on The Piccadilly 
Lights, Piccadilly Circus, to mark the launch of The People’s Picture interactive mosaic art project Rain-
bows for the NHS in London Monday. The art installation which features thousands of photos and mes-
sages from key workers, carers, patients, doctors and nurses appears on Piccadilly Lights until June 28.
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The South Heartland Health Dis-
trict saw an uptick last week in lab-
oratory-confirmed positive cases of  
COVID-19 as a percentage of  the total 
number of  tests performed.

Even so, the percentage remains 
very low, said Michele Bever, execu-
tive director of  the South Heartland 
District Health Department.

The “positivity rate” for June 14-20 
was 3.3% — up from 0.7% the previ-
ous week and around 2% the week be-
fore that.

Bever noted that the rate remains in 
the low single digits, however, after 
being as high as around 25% in early 
April.

“I’m not concerned about this small 
increase, as it can be impacted, in 
part, by the volume of  testing done. 
Last week there were only 184 total 
test results reported to us, compared 
to 546 the week before,” she said.

Five new positive cases were re-
corded in the four-county health 
district Saturday through Monday. 
The new cases include three in Ad-
ams County — two children and one 
woman in her 20s — along with a 
woman in her 40s and a woman in her 
60s in Clay County.

The new cases bring to 318 the total 
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WASHINGTON — Americans’ out-
look on the national economy has 
improved somewhat from its lowest 
points during the early weeks of  the 
coronavirus pandemic, but a new poll 
suggests Democrats and Republicans 
are living in alternate economic real-
ities amid the sharpest recession in 
the nation’s history.

Eighty-five percent of  Democrats 
call economic conditions “poor,” while 
65% of  Republicans describe them as 
“good” in a new survey conducted by 
The Associated Press-NORC Center 
for Public Affairs Research.

This divide reflects the deep polar-

South Heartland 
positivity rate up, 
but remains low

3 NEW CASES IN ADAMS COUNTY,  
2 IN CLAY OVER WEEKEND

SEE COUNCIL/page A3

SEE COVID-19/page A3

Poll: Politics drive 
divergent view 
of U.S. economy

AMERICANS’ OUTLOOK ON THE 
NATIONAL ECONOMY HAS IMPROVED 

SOMEWHAT FROM ITS LOWEST 
POINTS DURING THE EARLY WEEKS  

OF THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
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