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Broncos start season strong on gridiron. - B1
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TODAY Sunny. West wind 5-15 
becoming north in the morning.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. North 
wind 5-10 mph becoming light.
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DeVries competes in 
fourth anD final elite 
showmanship contest     

at nebraska state fair

JARAD JOHNSON
 jjohnson@hastingstribune.com

G
RAND ISLAND 
— Standing on the 
dirt show ring in 
the Five Points 
Bank Arena Sat-

urday, Chase DeVries found 
himself  presenting a steer to 
one of  the judges. The judge 
was not looking at the steer, 
but at DeVries. The judged 
made notes on DeVries’ form 
and handling of  the animal.

Being judged on his show-
manship was nothing new 
to DeVries. But showing the 
steer, borrowed from a friend, 
is harder than showing a 
sheep that he raised.

“My least favorite is cattle. 
I’m used to showing sheep all 
the time and you can kind of  
manhandle it a little bit. Hav-
ing a 1,400-pound steer on the 
end of  a halter is a lot differ-
ent,” DeVries said.

DeVries, 18, was showing 
the steer as part of  the Elite 
Showmanship competition 
at the Nebraska State Fair 
in Grand Island. Immedi-
ately after showing the steer, 
DeVries was to show a goat, 
then his sheep. Earlier in the 
day, DeVries showed a hog.

At stake was a $2,000 grand 
prize, along with other prizes 

and scholarships. Simply 
competing in the Elite Show-
manship earned the competi-
tor a cash prize and a T-shirt.

The Elite Showmanship 
competition is one of  the 
most exclusive events at the 
state fair; only one person 
from each county is allowed 
to enter. DeVries, from Fair-
field, is representing Adams 
County. He made it to the 
state competition after tak-
ing the grand champion title 
for the county’s round-robin 
showmanship competition 
earlier this summer. At the 
Adams County Round Robin, 
DeVries showed sheep, goat, 
swine and a beef  animal, but 
with the added challenge of  
showing a horse.

“The quality of  the show-
man is a lot better here be-
cause they are the best of  the 
best from each county. Ev-
eryone knows what they’re 
doing with all the species,” 
DeVries said.

The Elite Showmanship is a 
unique and challenging com-
petition. Normally, compet-
itors at the county or state 
fair will only show one or two 
species — the animals they 
raised, To be an elite show-
man, the competitors have 
to have a diverse and deep 
range of  knowledge.

DeVries’ main animal is 
sheep, and he has some ex-
perience as a swine exhibi-
tor. His grandfather raised 

Another good show
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Chase DeVries waits to show swine in the Elite Showman-
ship competition Saturday at the Nebraska State Fair.
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Above and below: Chase DeVries shows swine in the Elite Showmanship competition Sat-
urday at the Nebraska State Fair in Grand Island.
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jjohnson@hastingstribune.com
GENEVA — A petition 

calling for the recall of  
Geneva’s mayor is cir-
culating here.

The petition filed by 
Steven Ewalt of  Geneva 
in July cites “Finan-
cially, Socially, Ethi-
cally, irresponsible to 
the citizens of  Geneva,” 

as the reason Mayor 
Eric Kamler should be 
removed from office. 
Kamler has been mayor 
of  Geneva for about 
seven months.

The petition will need 
332 signatures by Sept. 
16. If  enough signatures 
are collected, the Fill-
more County Court-
house will have 15 days 
to verify the signatures. 
If  enough signatures 
are verified, Kamler 
will have five days to 
stay in office or resign. 
If  he does not resign, a 

recall election will take 
place, asking city resi-
dents to vote yes or no 
on removing Kamler 
from his post.

If  enough signatures 
are verified, the recall 
election must occur be-
tween 50-80 days after 
the person being re-
called — in this case, 
Kamler — is notified. 
The city council may 
vote to add additional 
elections to the ballot, 
in which case the re-
call election could be no 
more than 90 days after 

notification.
If  the recall election 

occurs and if  the vote 
is in favor of  removing 
Kamler, the mayoral po-
sition will become va-
cant. The president of  
the Geneva City Coun-
cil, Josh Turner, would 
take on the role as 
mayor, according to Ne-
braska statutes.

If  the recall fails, Kam-
ler would be protected 
from another recall pe-
tition for 12 months.

Kamler said he be-
lieves the reasons for 

the recall are vague and 
unfounded.

“I’m still trying to de-
cipher what the reasons 
are. The ‘ethically’ and 
‘socially’ ones are ex-
tremely vague,” Kamler 
said.

Ewalt has not re-
sponded to requests 
for comment from the 
Hastings Tribune. In 
an interview with Ge-
neva’s local newspaper, 
The Nebraska Signal, 
for last week’s edition, 
Ewalt said he was not 
planning to speak about 

the recall effort with 
news reporters from 
outside the Geneva 
community. 

An advertisement 
in The Nebraska Sig-
nal, also in last week’s 
edition, cited several 
reasons for Kamler’s 
proposed recall. The ad-
vertisement was paid 
for by Citizens to Recall 
Eric Kamler.

The advertisement 
cites the replacement of  
previous City Attorney 

New Geneva mayor faces recall petition
eric kamler took 

office about seVen 
months ago
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NASSAU, Bahamas — 
Hurricane Dorian un-
leashed massive flood-
ing across the Bahamas 
on Monday, pummel-
ing the islands with so 
much wind and water 
that authorities urged 
people to find floatation 
devices and grab ham-
mers to break out of  
their attics if  necessary. 
At least five deaths 
were blamed on the 
storm.

“We are in the midst 
of  a historic tragedy,” 
Prime Minister Hubert 
Minnis said in announc-
ing the fatalities. He 
called the devastation 
“unprecedented and ex-
tensive.”

The fearsome Cate-
gory 4 storm slowed al-
most to a standstill as it 
shredded roofs, hurled 
cars and forced even 
rescue crews to take 
shelter until the on-
slaught passed.

Officials said they 
received a “tremen-
dous” number of  calls 
from people in flooded 
homes. A radio station 
received more than 
2,000 distress messages, 
including reports of  
a 5-month-old baby 
stranded on a roof  and 
a grandmother with 
six grandchildren who 
cut a hole in a roof  to 

escape rising floodwa-
ters. Other reports in-
volved a group of  eight 
children and five adults 
stranded on a highway 
and two storm shelters 
that flooded.

The deaths in the Ba-
hamas came after a 
previous storm-related 
fatality in Puerto Rico. 
At least 21 people were 
hurt in the Bahamas 
and evacuated by heli-
copters, the prime min-
ster said.

Police Chief  Samuel 
Butler urged people to 
remain calm and share 
their GPS coordinates, 
but he said rescue 
crews had to wait until 
weather conditions im-
proved.

“We simply cannot 
get to you,” he told Ba-
hamas radio station 
ZNS.

Forecasters warned 
that Dorian could gen-
erate a storm surge as 
high as 23 feet.

 Meanwhile in the 
United States, the Na-
tional Hurricane Cen-
ter extended watches 
and warnings across 
the Florida and Georgia 
coasts. Forecasters ex-
pected Dorian to stay off 
shore, but meteorologist 
Daniel Brown cautioned 
that “only a small devi-
ation” could draw the 
storm’s dangerous core 
toward land.

By 10 p.m. Monday, the 
storm’s top sustained 
winds had fallen to 130 
mph, still within Cate-
gory 4 range. It remained 

RAMON ESPINOSA/AP

Strong winds from Hurricane Dorian blow the 
tops of trees and brush Monday while whisking 
up water from the surface of a canal that leads 
to the sea (located behind the brush at top), as 
seen from the balcony of a hotel in Freeport, 
Grand Bahama, Bahamas.   

Dorian triggers
massive flooding
in the Bahamas
at least fiVe Deaths 

blameD on storm
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