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Patriots bounce back with win over Stars. - B1

Friday, February 7, 2020

weather
34
21

TODAY Partly sunny. North-north-
west wind 10-15, with 20 mph gusts.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. North wind 
around 5 mph becoming calm.
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W
hen she and 
her family 
moved to the 
Hastings area, 
Kyla Habrock 

went through the Nebraska 
Department of  Health and 
Human Services’ list of  
licensed day care providers 
in the Hastings area alpha-
betically until she got to the 
T’s and found one with an 
opening.

“That’s a little nerve-rack-
ing to think this is the only 
space, whether we like it or 
not,” she said.

That experience led Hab-
rock and her husband 
Mat, and Mat’s mother Jen 
Schwab, to purchase the for-
mer Golden Friendship Cen-
ter at 509 S. Bellevue Ave. 
with the plan to turn it into a 
day-care center.

They hope to have an agree-
ment in place soon with a 
provider.

“We are not going to be the 
day-to-day providers, but we 
can be partners with some-

one who can provide that ex-
ceptional care for children in 
this community,” Habrock 
said.

Selling their house in Lin-
coln and buying a house in 
Juniata was relatively easy, 
but finding a day care for 
their daughter, Fallon, was a 
challenge.

“As soon as we knew we 
were moving I was calling 
for day cares,” Habrock said. 
“It was 23 calls later before 
I found one opening. I pan-

icked and felt like everything 
was so easy maybe this isn’t 
the right decision for our 
family.”

They found a spot for Fallon 
where they are happy.

“But we know this is some-
thing where we are not 
the only ones that struggle 
with this,” Habrock said. 
“As we’ve met more and 
more people and made more 
friends in the community, 

Filling a need
Newcomers to HastiNgs 
wHo struggled to fiNd 

day care for tHeir 
daugHter Hope to spare 

otHer pareNts from 
HaviNg similar experieNce
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Kyla Habrock is pictured with her daughter, Fallon, in the 
former Golden Friendship Center building Feb. 1. When 
Habrock and her husband Mat moved to Hastings they had 
difficulty finding day care for their daughter which inspired 
them to start a new day-care center.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Kyla and Mat Habrock with their daughter, Fallon, and Mat’s mother, Jen Schwab, are pic-
tured in front of the former Golden Friendship Center building which they are planning to 
turn into a day-care center.
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A group of  Hastings 

residents is attempting 
to reverse the Hastings 
City Council’s decision 
to raze the 16th Street 
viaduct.

Alton Jackson, Paul 
Dietze and Norm Sheets 
met with city of  Hast-
ings staff to start the 
process of  circulating 
a petition to make that 
happen.

“We just miss that 
overpass,” Jackson 
said. “All of  us had 
gone and looked at it 
and just wondered if  it 
was really in as bad of  
shape as what maybe 
some were telling us it 
was. I’m sure it needs 
some repair. My issue 
is spending $1.5 mil-
lion-plus to tear it down 
when we could repair 
it and have a second 
(overpass) out of  there.”

Council members 
voted 6-2 during their 
final meeting of  2019 
to approve the “tear-
down” option of  a res-
olution that also in-
cluded an extensive 
repair option; a new 
bridge with a shorter 
span option; and con-
structing a new viaduct 
at a different alignment 
option. The tear-down 
option was the cheapest 
provided by engineering 
firm Olsson, estimated 
to cost $1,464,140.

Council members 
Chuck Rosenberg and 
Scott Snell dissented.

The extensive repair 
option is estimated 
to cost $3,095,120 and 
would extend the life of  
the existing structure 
25-30 years.

The 85-year-old struc-
ture has been closed to 
traffic since the end of  
May 2019 based on an 
engineering assessment 
that highlighted severe 
deterioration.

“Some of  us were 
talking, and there are 
so many people who 
said ‘Hey, we really 
miss that; let’s look into 

Citizens want
to save viaduct
petitioNers Have six 

moNtHs to collect 
2,221 valid 

sigNatures

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com
A senior engineer at 

an engineering firm 
hired by the city of  
Hastings to inspect 
the 16th Street viaduct 
said the extensive re-
pairs needed to make 
the viaduct drivable 
again would be similar 
to giving a 60-year-old a 
facelift.

“You make it look bet-
ter, but underneath 
you’re still 60 years 
old,” said Jay Bleier, 
who works for Olsson 
Associates in Hastings.

Olsson conduct an in-
spection of  the viaduct 
in spring 2019 following 
a regular evaluation 
of  the structure in No-
vember 2018 by the Ne-
braska Department of  
Transportation as part 
of  NDOT’s bridge in-
spection program.

Both inspections found 
deficiencies, and the 
city closed the viaduct 
at the end of  May 2019.

Olsson presented the 
city with four options: 
Demolish the struc-
ture; perform extensive 
repairs; build a new 
bridge with a shorter 
span; and construct a 
new viaduct at a differ-
ent location.

Olsson later updated 
the cost estimates for 
the different options.

Some Hastings area 
residents have argued, 
including in Voice of  
the People letters pub-
lished in the Hastings 
Tribune, the viaduct 
would be drivable again 
if  only it had an addi-
tional wrap of  concrete 
and metal around the 

‘Curing the 
disease’ would 
take more than 
a bandage

eNgiNeer says 
viaduct Has served 

tHe commuNity well 
but is sufferiNg  

from fatigue 

STEVE PEOPLES, JULIE PACE AND  
BRIAN SLODYSKO

Associated Press
WASHINGTON — The chairman of  

the Democratic National Committee 
on Thursday called for a “recanvass” 
of  the results of  the Iowa caucuses, 
saying it was needed to “assure pub-
lic confidence” after three days of  
technical issues and delays.

“Enough is enough,” party leader 
Tom Perez wrote on Twitter.

Following the Iowa Democratic 
Party’s release of  new results late 
Thursday night, former South Bend, 
Indiana, Mayor Pete Buttigieg leads 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders by two 
state delegate equivalents out of  2,152 

counted. That is a margin of  0.09 per-
centage points. Both candidates have 
declared themselves victorious.

However, there is evidence the party 
has not accurately tabulated some of  
its results, including those released 
late Thursday that the party reported 
as complete.

The Associated Press is unable to 
declare a winner.

The state party apologized for tech-
nical glitches with an app that slowed 
down reporting of  results from Mon-
day’s caucuses and has spent the week 
trying to verify results. However, it 
was unclear if  the party planned to 
follow the directive of  the national 
leader to recanvass those results.

DNC chair calls for ‘recanvass’ 
of Iowa results after delays

CHARLIE NEIBERGALL/AP

Iowa Democratic Party chairman Troy Price speaks about the delay in Iowa 
caucus results Tuesday in Des Moines, Iowa.
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