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Huskers, Jays match up for in-state battle. - B1

Tuesday, November 16, 2021

weather

74

38

TODAY Mostly sunny. Winds 
could gust as high as 20 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. Breezy, 
with gusts as high as 30 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Emiliano Miranda
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D
ETROIT — Take 
a step back from 
the picked-over 
store shelves, the 
stalled container 

ships and the empty auto 
showrooms, and you’ll find a 
root cause of  the shortages 
of  just about everything.

Even as the pandemic has 
dragged on, U.S. households 
flush with cash from stim-
ulus checks, booming stock 
markets and enlarged home 
equity have felt like spend-
ing freely again — a lot. And 
since consumer demand 
drives much of  the U.S. and 
global economies, high de-
mand has brought goods 
shortages to the U.S. and 
much of  the world.

Add the fact that companies 
are ordering — and hoard-
ing — more goods and parts 
than they need so they don’t 
run out, and you end up with 
an almost unquenchable de-
mand that is magnifying the 
supply shortages.

That’s where a big prob-
lem comes in: Suppliers were 
caught so flat-footed by how 
fast pent-up spending surged 
out of  the recession that they 
won’t likely be able to catch 
up as long as demand re-
mains so robust. That’s espe-
cially so because Americans, 

still hunkered down at home 
more than they did before the 
pandemic, continue to spend 
more on goods — electronics, 
furniture, appliances, sport-
ing goods — than on services 
like hotels, meals out and 
movie tickets. All that de-
mand for goods, in turn, is 
helping to accelerate U.S. in-
flation.

Unless spending snaps 
sharply back to services — or 
something else leads people 
to stop buying so much — it 
could take deep into 2022 or 
even 2023 before global sup-
ply chains regain some sem-
blance of  normalcy.

“Demand is completely 
skewed,” said Bindiya Vakil, 
CEO of  Resilinc, a consulting 
firm that helps companies 

manage supply chains. “This 
has now become more and 
more painful by the day.”

One reason people may 
eventually stop spending 
so much is that everything 
simply costs more now. Con-
sumer prices in the U.S. sky-
rocketed 6.2% over the past 
year as food, gasoline, autos 
and housing catapulted infla-
tion to its highest pace since 
1990. The laws of  gravity sug-
gest that the cumulative ef-
fect of  so much inflation will 
eventually exert a brake on 
spending.

For now, though, manu-
facturers foresee no end to 
heavy demand — and no end 
to beleaguered supply chains 

Supply & demand
KEY REASON  
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KEEP SPENDING
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Flint-built trucks are parked in a vacant field off I-75 on 
Sept. 21 in Flint, Mich. The Chevrolet Silverados and GMC 
Sierra pickups built at Flint Assembly are waiting for semi-
conductors. 
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A cargo ship stacked with shipping containers is docked at the Port of Los Angeles Wednesday.

MARCIA DUNN

AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Fla. — A Russian weap-
ons test created more 
than 1,500 pieces of  
space junk now threat-
ening the seven astro-
nauts aboard the Inter-
national Space Station, 
according to U.S. of-
ficials who called the 
strike reckless and irre-
sponsible.

The State Department 
confirmed Monday that 
the debris was from an 
old Russian satellite de-
stroyed by the missile.

“Needless to say, I’m 
outraged. This is un-
conscionable,” NASA 
Administrator Bill Nel-

son told The Associated 
Press. “It’s unbelievable 
that the Russian govern-
ment would do this test 
and threaten not only in-
ternational astronauts, 
but their own cosmo-
nauts that are on board 
the station” as well as 
the three people on Chi-
na’s space station.

Nelson said the as-
tronauts now face four 
times greater risk than 
normal. And that’s 
based on debris big 
enough to track, with 
hundreds of  thousands 
of  smaller pieces going 
undetected — “any one 
of  which can do enor-
mous damage if  it hits 
in the right place.”

In condemning Russia, 
Secretary of  State Ant-
ony Blinken said satel-
lites were also now in 
jeopardy.

The test clearly 
demonstrates that Rus-
sia “despite its claims 
of  opposing the weapon-
ization of  outer space, 
is willing to ... imperil 
the exploration and use 
of  outer space by all na-
tions through its reck-
less and irresponsible 
behavior,” Blinken said 
in a statement.

There was no immedi-
ate comment late Mon-
day from Russia about 
the missile strike.

Russian test blamed for space junk threatening space station

NASA via AP

The International Space Station is seen as astronauts in the SpaceX 
Dragon capsule undock on Nov. 8.
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The Hastings Youth 
Rehabilitation and 
Treatment Center is 
making a difference in 
the lives of  its female 
residents and in the 
Hastings community.

Camella Jacobe, Hast-
ings YRTC facility ad-
ministrator, and Howard 
Warford, facility pro-
gram manager, gave a 
program update at the 
Hastings City Council 
work session on Monday.

“We thank you for the 
opportunity to be part 
of  your community,” 
Jacobe said. “It’s been a 
success in our eyes be-
cause we transitioned 
very well to Hastings. 
We were welcomed by 
a lot of  individuals in 
Hastings. We retained a 
lot of  the staff from the 
Hastings Regional Cen-
ter program. Recently 
we’ve been seeing some 
retirement, which was 
expected.”

The facility houses 
girls and young women, 

ages 14-19 years old, 
who are adjudicated by 
the courts. There are 
24 beds in the facility, 
which has been averag-
ing 13 residents.

Youths moved into 
the Hastings facility on 
April 12.

“They come to our 
facility,” Jacobe said. 
“We work with them to 
become productive citi-
zens back into the com-
munity.”

Hastings YRTC of-
fers a lot of  diverse 
programming for the 
youths, including gen-
der-specific programs 
that are evidence-based 
and allow staff to work 
with the youths on the 
issues of  trauma and 
moral reasoning.

“And to be able to em-
power them as young fe-
males,” Jacobe said.

The facility has an 
educational institu-
tion, the West Hastings 
School, that is fully ac-
credited through the 

YRTC making 
a difference
in Hastings

GRANT SCHULTE

Associated Press

LINCOLN — When 
he seeks office again 
in 2022, U.S. Rep. Jeff 
Fortenberry of  Ne-
braska will essentially 
face two opponents: a 
progressive Democrat 
with a lot of  support in 
the state’s second-larg-
est city, and a federal 
prosecutor in California 
who has accused him of  
lying to the FBI.

The nine-term Re-
publican has always 
coasted to reelection in 
his GOP stronghold dis-
trict, an expanse of  roll-
ing farmland and small 
towns with left-leaning 
Lincoln in the middle. 
Now, he’s running with 
a federal indictment 
over his head and the 
prospect of  a convic-
tion that could send him 

to prison and cost him 
benefits he receives in 
office.

He’s also likely to face 
state Sen. Patty Pans-
ing Brooks, a Democrat 
with a strong fundrais-
ing background who 
is well-known in Lin-
coln. Pansing Brooks 
announced her candi-
dacy for Congress on 
Monday, pitching her-
self  as a results-focused 
candidate who would 
push for better phone 
and internet service in 
rural areas and lower 
prescription drug costs. 
She’s the only Demo-
cratic candidate to an-
nounce.

“No question, it’s go-
ing to be a tough race, 
but I’m just going to do 
the best I can,” Pansing 

A two-sided challenge 
in 2022 for Fortenberry
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