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AC knocks off Northwest. - B1

Wednesday, January 29, 2020

weather
32
22

TODAY Widespread fog, mainly 
before 11 a.m. Otherwise, cloudy.

TONIGHT Cloudy. Calm wind be-
coming south around 5 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Jaryn Houchin
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The rural-urban di-

vide wouldn’t have to 
fall along 
Republi-
can-Dem-
ocratic 
party lines 
if  Dem-
ocrats 
would just 
show up in 
rural towns 

and listen, according to 
Jane Kleeb, chair of  the 
Nebraska Democratic 
Party, in her new book, 
“Harvest the Vote.”

“Harvest the Vote” 
was released Jan. 21 
to elevate rural people 
as heroes, reform the 
Democratic Party and 
regain Democratic sup-
port in rural America, 
Kleeb said.

Kleeb, who grew up in 
Florida, moved to Ne-
braska about 15 years 
ago. She is a former 
executive director of  
Young Democrats of  
America and has been 
involved in political ac-
tivism for many years.

She lives in Hast-
ings with her husband, 
Scott, and family and 
served one term on the 
Hastings Public Schools 
Board of  Education. 
She founded Bold Ne-
braska, a progressive 
political group that ad-
vocates on issues facing 
Nebraskans.

Scott Kleeb was the 
unsuccessful Demo-
cratic nominee for the 
3rd District seat in the 
U.S. House of  Represen-

tatives in 2006 and for 
the U.S. Senate in 2008.

Historically, the Dem-
ocratic Party stood 
with rural voters, Kleeb 
wrote in the book, citing 
the Rural Electrification 
Act and the Shelterbelt 
Project in the 1930s. In 
more recent years, the 
party has shifted its fo-
cus toward large cities 
and coastal areas and 
away from “red” (where 
Republicans dominate) 
and rural areas.

“We have structural is-
sues in the Democratic 
Party,” Kleeb said in an 
interview. ‘We continue 
to invest in this old 
model of  coastal states 
and swing states rather 
than going where we 
have lost ground.”

Kleeb said the Demo-
cratic Party should re-
turn attention to rural 
Americans by investing 
time and financial re-
sources in supporting 
Democratic candidates. 
The easiest way to do 
that, she said: Show up, 
listen, and find common 
ground.

“The muscles we had 
in rural America have 
long since atrophied. 
But it doesn’t need to 
be this way. We can win 
again. We just need to 
listen and find the com-
mon ground,” Kleeb 
wrote in the book.

Kleeb relies heavily 
on stories of  Democrat-
ic-affiliated groups and 
rural Americans who 
found common ground 
in several “David versus 
Goliath battles,” where 
large corporations have 
pressed issues that 
would affect rural  

Kleeb prescribes rural, 
Democrat involvement
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RED CLOUD — For years, vis-
itors have only been able to look 
at the exterior of  the Pavelka 
farmstead, which served as an 
inspiration for Willa Cather’s 
book “My Ántonia.” But tour-
ists soon could be walking into 
the building between Red Cloud 
and Bladen that Anna and John 
Pavelka — prototypes for Ánto-
nia Cuzak and John Cuzak — 
lived in, restored to its 1916 floor 
plan.

Restoring the Pavelka farm-
stead will be one result of  the 

Willa Cather Foundation’s 
“Campaign for the Future,” a 
campaign to raise $6.5 million, 
that entered its public phase 
Tuesday.

Funds from the integrated 
campaign will be used to restore 
eight Cather-related properties 
in or near Red Cloud, expand 
the Willa Cather Foundation’s 
education and curriculum pro-
gram, add a boutique hotel in 
the Potter’s Block in Red Cloud, 
and double the foundation’s en-
dowment.

The campaign began in early 
2018, and 72% of  the money has 
been raised. The foundation 
hopes to raise the rest of  the 
campaign funds by its 65th an-
nual Spring Conference in Red 

Cloud in June.
The campaign follows the 

foundation’s previous project: 
getting back six properties, in-
cluding Cather’s childhood 
home, Burlington Depot and the 
Pavelka farmhouse and receiv-
ing over 8,000 archival pieces 
from History Nebraska, for-
merly known as the Nebraska 
State Historical Society.

“The marvelous thing about 
going to Red Cloud, Nebraska, 
is you can walk right into Willa 
Cather’s world. There’s the 
house she lived in, the bank, 
the opera house, the railroad 
depot and the landscape,” said 
David McCullough, a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author, in  

Cather sites getting new look
willa cather fouNDatioN 

aNNouNces $6.5 millioN 
camPaigN

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

The house at the Pavelka farm is pictured June 2, 2018 during the Cather Conference.
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The city of  Hastings 

wants the public’s help 
to identify key housing 
needs for the future.

Keith Marvin, princi-
pal community planner 
with Marvin Planning 
Consultants of  David 
City, and Aaron Sorrell 
with Community Plan-

ning Insights of  Dayton, 
Ohio, currently are con-
ducting a housing study 
in Hastings for that rea-
son.

The project is funded 
by a grant from the Ne-
braska Investment Fi-
nance Authority, the 
city of  Hastings, the 
Hastings Community 
Redevelopment Au-
thority, Hastings Area 
Chamber of  Commerce 
and Hastings Economic 
Development Corp.

Marvin and Sorrell 
are meeting with focus 
groups representing 

specific groups such as 
real estate agents, de-
velopers, bankers and 
nonprofit organizations 
from Tuesday morning 
through Thursday af-
ternoon.

“We want to make 
sure we address the 
needs of  the entire com-
munity and not just fo-
cus in on one specific 
cohort,” Sorrell said.

They will take the 
feedback received 
during those meetings 
to develop recommen-
dations for a final re-
port.

“We want to make 
sure we talk to the af-
fordable housing advo-
cates and those grounds 
that represent low- to 
moderate-income indi-
viduals,” Sorrell said. 
“This housing study is 
trying to take a wide 
swath of  the commu-
nity.”

The planners will play 
host to a public kick-off 
meeting 4:45-6:15 p.m. 
on Wednesday at The 
Lark, 809 W. Second 
St., where Marvin and 
Sorrell will introduce 
themselves, provide a 

quick PowerPoint ex-
plaining the housing 
study and be be there to 
answer questions.

“It’s not going to be a 
real formal situation,” 
Marvin said. “I like to 
keep it low-key.”

Also included in the 
final report will be data 
analyzed from a public 
survey at www.survey-
monkey.com/r/Hast-
ings2020.

A quick QR code link 
will be available on 
posters, post cards and 
the city’s website. The 
city and team are inter-

ested in knowing the 
public’s thoughts and 
desires during the pro-
cess.

The survey question-
naire, which has around 
30 questions and takes 
about five minutes to 
complete, asks the par-
ticipant about housing 
needs in Hastings.

The questionnaire in-
cludes a page each of  
questions specifically 
directed to individuals 
looking to own, look-
ing to rent or looking to 

Public input needed for Hastings housing study
feeDback NeeDeD oN 

survey, kick-off 
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WASHINGTON  — 
Republicans lack the 
votes to block witnesses 
at President Donald 
Trump’s impeachment 
trial, Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McCon-
nell conceded late Tues-
day, a potentially ma-
jor hurdle for Trump’s 
hopes to end the trial 
with a quick acquit-
tal. Earlier, Trump’s 
lawyers concluded his 
defense with a plea to 

move on.
Even after sitting 

through days and late 
nights of  argument, sev-
eral Republicans appar-
ently are ready to join 
Democrats in consider-
ing in-person testimony 
from former National 
Security Adviser John 
Bolton and perhaps oth-
ers.

Trump’s lawyers made 
their closing case for a 
speedy acquittal Tues-
day, but to no avail.

McConnell told col-
leagues in a private 
meeting that he did not 

yet have the votes to 
block Democrats from 
summoning witnesses. 
That outcome would 
prolong an election-year 
trial that Trump and 
his legal team had 
hoped was on track, as 
one lawyer said, to “end 
now, as soon as possi-
ble.”

McConnnell’s state-
ment, in a closed-door 
meeting of  senators, 
was an acknowledg-
ment of  the extent to 
which revelations from 
Bolton have scrambled 
the trial’s schedule 

and the desire for tes-
timony. Bolton writes 
in a forthcoming book 
that Trump told him he 
wanted to withhold mil-
itary aid from Ukraine 
until it helped with in-
vestigations into Dem-
ocratic rival Joe Biden. 
That assertion, if  true, 
would undercut a key 
defense argument and 
go to the heart of  one 
major article of  im-
peachment against the 
president.

Trump complained 
anew at a rally in Wild-
wood, New Jersey, fo-

cusing on Democrats 
rather than Republican 
senators.

“While we are creating 
jobs and killing terror-
ists, the congressional 
Democrats are obsessed 
with demented hoaxes, 
crazy witch hunts and 
deranged partisan cru-
sades,” he said.

There are still several 
days before any poten-
tial witness vote would 
be taken. A decision 
to call more witnesses 
would require 51 votes 
to pass. With a 53-47 ma-
jority, Republicans can 

only afford to lose three. 
If  senators agree they 
want more witnesses 
they would then have 
to vote again on who to 
call.

McConnell convened 
the private meeting 
shortly after Trump’s 
legal team concluded 
their arguments in the 
trial, arguing force-
fully against the rel-
evance of  testimony 
from Bolton and in-
sisting that noth-
ing Trump had done 
amounted to an im-
peachable offense.

GOP lacks votes to block trial witnesses, McConnell concedes


