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          Area teams in action at state tournament. - B1
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weather
52
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TODAY Sunny. South wind 10-15 
mph with gusts as high as 25 mph.

TONIGHT Clear. Southwest wind 
5-10 mph becoming west.

Details, page A5 Art by Trinity Elliott-Piersee
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TherapisT explores link 
beTween Tbi and 

alzheimer’s
JOHN HUTHMACHER
johnh@hastingstribune.com

A
lthough most 
people associate 
Alzheimer’s dis-
ease solely with 
memory loss, its 

earliest symptoms often are 
difficult to recognize because 
they don’t appear to have 
anything to do with forget-
fulness.

Hailey Dam-
row, a recent ad-
dition to staff at 
Hastings Phys-
ical Therapy 
Spine, Sport, 
and Extremity 
Center, is a phys-
ical therapist who special-
izes in working with patients 
with traumatic brain injury 
(TBI), including patients 
with neurological conditions 
including Alzheimer’s. Dam-
row said that while memory 
deficit obviously is the big-
gest qualifier for diagnos-

ing Alzheimer’s disease, it is 
more likely to see a patient 
exhibit abnormal movements 
as an early symptom of  the 
disease rather than anything 
typically associated with 
memory loss.

“Actually, the very first 
symptom to look for is that 
they have abnormal move-
ment patterns,” she said. 
“Going up and down stairs, 
they may think there’s an-
other stair there, but there is 
not. Or stepping over a line 
on the carpet that’s not there 

agreemenT reduces 
creigh’s charge      
To obsTrucTion

WILL VRASPIR
wvraspir@hastingstribune.com
A Lincoln woman in-

volved in covering up 
the 2017 slaying of  a 
19-year-old Hastings 
man pleaded guilty to 
a misdemeanor charge 
pursuant to a plea deal 
on Thursday in Adams 
County Court.

Katherine Creigh, 
23, of  Lincoln entered 
the plea to one count 
of  obstructing gov-
ernment operations, a 
Class 1 misdemeanor 
punishable by up to 
one year in jail and a 
$1,000 fine.

In exchange for her 
plea, prosecutors re-
duced the charge from 
accessory to first-degree 
murder, a Class 2A fel-
ony punishable by up to 
20 years in prison. An-
other part of  the agree-
ment was that Creigh 
would testify in the 

cases of  any co-defen-
dants brought to trial.

Creigh’s boyfriend 
at the time, Deante 
Mullen, 21, and Daniel 
Harden, 23, were both 
charged with first-de-
gree murder and use 
of  a deadly weapon to 
commit a crime.

Prosecutors added 
a charge of  conspir-
acy to commit robbery 
against Harden, whose 

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com
Several local agencies 

are working together to 
address a need and pro-
vide individuals in the 
probation system with 
hygiene products.

RuAnn Root, execu-
tive director of  Court 
Appointed Special Ad-
vocates, shared this 
need with members 
of  the Adams County 
Board of  Supervisors 
at the board’s meeting 

Tuesday.
Root said adults 

within the probation 
system are in need of  
hygiene products. She 
has worked with Sue 
Kissinger, chief  deputy 
of  the District 10 Pro-
bation Office, on the 
issue.

Root said members 
of  the Hastings Com-
munity Foundation 
expressed interest 
in providing a $1,000 
emergency grant to 

buy a variety of  hy-
giene products. Root 
hasn’t yet written the 
grant application.

“We’re just making 
sure we can do this 
before we write the 
grant,” she said.

Because the Hast-
ings Community Foun-
dation wanted to be 
able to track the grant 
funds, the supervisors 
voted 6-0 at their meet-
ing to accept the funds 
on the county’s behalf.

Should the Commu-
nity Foundation ap-
prove the grant ap-
plication, the funds 
would go into the coun-
ty’s general fund. The 
products would be 
purchased using the 
County Attorney’s Of-
fice credit card, with 
the products stored at 
the probation office at 
the Adams County Of-
fice Building, 300 N. St. 
Joseph Ave., and given 
to those in need.

“The county’s not 
going to be out any 
money. This is not 
something my office 
would generally pur-
chase. I don’t want 
the auditor coming 
back later saying, ‘You 
bought $1,000 worth 
of  what?’ ” County At-
torney Donna Fegler-
Daiss said of  why the 
issue was brought to 
the supervisors.

Kissinger said indi-
viduals on probation 

sometimes are in a pre-
carious financial situ-
ation where they must 
pick between buying 
hygiene items or buying 
food.

“If  we can give them 
some positive reinforce-
ment and help them re-
main clean, they have 
a better chance of  hav-
ing a good self-image 
and getting a job and 
all those other things,” 
Root said. “It’s a good 
thing to do.”

Woman 
pleads 
guilty 

Local agencies collaborate to address need for hygiene products

Early symptoms of memory loss 

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Physical therapist Hailey Damrow works with Kim Schiefelbein at Hastings Physical Ther-
apy Monday.

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com
Hastings is one step 

closer to getting quiet 
crossings along the 
BNSF Railway between 
Marian Road and Elm 
Avenue.

Representatives from 
several city depart-
ments as well as from 
the Nebraska Depart-
ment of  Transporta-
tion met Thursday with 
David Huntley, grade 
crossing inspector for 
the Federal Railroad 
Administration office of  
safety, and toured those 

nine crossings as part 
of  the city’s quiet cross-
ing diagnostic review.

Huntley also reviewed 
designs for potential 
approaches to each of  
those nine crossings, 
with medians either 
three or four feet wide 
and 60 to 100 feet long.

There were designs for 
both one-way and two-
way intersections on 
the downtown streets.

“What we went 
through today, if  they 
do everything they’ve 
got here I see no issues, 
but they’ve got to work 
with the railroad to get 
it accomplished,” Hunt-
ley said.

To receive approval 
from the Federal Rail-

road Administration, 
Hastings must achieve 
a certain score on a pair 
of  FRA risk assessment 
scales.

The city achieves that 
score through supple-
mental safety measures 
such as one way streets, 
crossings closed, medi-
ans and automatic horn 
system with the horn 
stationed on the mast 
with the lights and gates 
instead of  on the train.

“It’s not really a quiet 
zone then, but the train 
will quit blowing the 
horn,” Huntley said.

BNSF was noticeably 
absent from the diag-
nostic review, choosing 
not to participate.

Officials review city’s quiet zone plan
cosT for 9 crossings 

esTimaTed To be  
$2.4 To $3.6 million

TONY HERRMAN

Hastings City Engineer Dave Wacker (right) speaks at the BNSF Colorado 
Avenue crossing during the quiet crossing diagnostic review Thursday as 
Mayor Corey Stutte (left) and David Huntley, grade crossing inspector for 
the Federal Railroad Administration office of safety, look on.
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Katherine Creigh testi-
fies Oct. 30 during the 
murder trial of Daniel 
Harden.Inside

Alzheimer’s 
Awareness 
Guide.
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