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HC men, women sweep Mount Marty. - B1

Monday, January 20, 2020

weather
17
5

TODAY Mostly sunny. Wind chill 
values between -8 and 2.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. Wind chill 
values between -1 and -6.
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W
hen Brad Bai-
ley of  Hastings 
and his wife, 
Lorinda Bai-
ley, arrived at 

the event center in Doniphan 
Saturday morning for the Y 
to Y Marathon, the halfway 
point felt too quiet.

The 26.2-mile run held in 
January is informal, with the 
finish line at the 16th Street 
YMCA in Hastings and a cel-
ebration that begins around 
11:30 a.m. Runners can start 
whenever they like in the 
morning at the Grand Island 
YMCA or in Doniphan for a 
half  marathon. They also can 
finish whenever they want.

Unknown to the Baileys at 
the time, the race had been 
canceled for a second year, 
due to icy conditions that 
caused a safety hazard.

But Brad, 56, decided to run 
anyway. As it was a beautiful 
morning, the couple thought 
they might have missed the 
other runners and he had 

planned to participate in the 
race.

“It was gorgeous out. The 
snow was all frozen over, and 
it was glistening off that and 
all the ice,” Brad said.

It was also going to be 
Brad’s third attempt at run-
ning an entire half  marathon 
since he suffered a stroke in 
2012. The stroke caused by a 
work accident tore one of  his 
carotid arteries in half.

Brad was an avid runner 
before the accident, finishing 
seven half  marathons and 
having been running for 10 
years at that time. His first 
half  marathon was in 2001 in 
Grand Island.

The medication Brad takes 
to manage his torn artery 
made his hobby difficulty.

“Some of  those meds mess 
with my muscles,” he said. 
“I haven’t been able to run as 
fast and that drove me crazy.”

Brad’s family members sug-
gested that he pick up an-
other hobby that wasn’t as 
physically demanding. But 
Brad liked running and didn’t 
want to stop.

“It’s not like I’m good at it 
or have ever been good at it. 
I do it because I feel better 
when I’m doing it,” Brad said.

His last attempt was in 
Deadwood, South Dakota, 
where he was able to finish 
but had to walk occasionally. 
Walking a half  marathon, for 
him, wasn’t satisfactory.

“It’s not like I get a low fuel 
light,” Brad said. “My engine 
just quits and I have to walk. 
I’ll walk awhile, then I’ll be 
able to take off jogging, but 
still, it feels like I failed.”

Brad found that running in 
colder weather is easier, mak-
ing the January race ideal for 
him. The temperature Satur-
day morning was about 17 de-
grees when he started.

As Brad ran the canceled 
marathon and Lorinda fol-
lowed in a car to help other 
runners who needed water or 
called it good, the roads soon 
started getting rough and 
there were no footprints from 
other runners.

Lorinda started getting con-
cerned, for her husband and 
the other runners that hadn’t 
shown up.

But Brad was feeling good. 
His legs started hurting be-
fore his lungs, where the ex-
haustion usually starts to set 
in, did.

The lone runner
Hastings man finisHes 
first Half maratHon  

since 2012 stroke
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Brad Bailey runs on Baltimore Avenue Saturday morning. Though the race was canceled, 
Bailey decided to participate in the Y to Y Marathon anyway, running a half marathon from 
Doniphan to the Hastings YMCA.
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Growing up in Hast-

ings, Mary Lainson Ol-
sen was familiar with 
many of  the women 
who shaped the commu-
nity.

They were women 
who were and are active 
in the community, with 
a love of  the commu-
nity and commitment to 
local institutions such 
as the YWCA of  Adams 
County, Hastings Col-
lege and Hastings Pub-
lic Library.

Many of  those women 
are now honored in the 
exhibit “Vital Contribu-
tions: Women of  Hast-
ings,” on display at the 

Hastings Museum until 
May 31.

“They were forces to 
be reckoned with,” Ol-
sen said during the “Vi-
tal Contributions” re-
ception at the museum 
on Jan. 16.

That includes her 
mother, Gretchen Lain-
son, who will turn 104 
later this month, and is 
among the women fea-
tured in “Vital Contri-
butions.” She has been 
a mainstay of  organiza-
tions such as the First 
Presbyterian Church, 
YWCA and P.E.O.

“I’m extremely proud 
of  my mother and all 
she has accomplished 
through the years,” Ol-
sen said. “She’s very 
humble about what she 
does. She and my father 
loved the community 
and did all they could 
possibly do to make it 

a better place and of  
course it is.”

Near Gretchen Lain-
son’s entry is one for 
her sister-in-law and Ol-
sen’s aunt, Phyllis Lain-
son, who was Hastings’ 
first and only female 
mayor.

“Vital Contributions” 
is a celebration of  the 
19th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution, 
which gave women the 
right to vote. The year 
2020 marks the 100th 
anniversary of  the 19th 
Amendment.

From the beginning, 
women have played 
key roles in the lives 
of  their families and 
children, in the man-
agement of  homes and 
households, and in the 
organization of  faith 
communities. The 19th 

‘Vital Contributions’ honored in new museum exhibition
exHibit celebrates 

100tH anniversary 
of tHe 19tH 
amendment
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Jane Foote (left) and Kathy Tideman visit the “Vital Contributions: Women in 
Hastings” exhibit during its opening Thursday night at Hastings Museum.
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LINCOLN — A state 
lawmaker who has 
fought for years to re-
strict human traffick-
ing in Nebraska is now 
trying to hit traffickers 
in the wallet with a pro-
posed sales tax on dat-
ing and escort services.

The bill introduced last 
week would eliminate a 
sales tax exemption for 
the services, which in-
clude legitimate dating 
websites as well as busi-
nesses that act as a front 
for prostitution and hu-
man trafficking. Money 
generated from the tax 
would go into an exist-

ing state fund to help 
pay for housing, therapy, 
health care and other 
services for human traf-
ficking survivors.

The measure’s spon-
sor said she learned 
about the tax break last 
year and was shocked 
that escort services re-
ceive it, given the Legis-
lature’s multi-year push 
to crack down on hu-
man trafficking.

“It seems like a no-
brainer,” said Sen. Patty 
Pansing Brooks, of  Lin-
coln. The Legislature 
“has been very support-
ive of  laws that protect 
victims of  human traf-
ficking, and I thought 
this would be a wonder-
ful way to show that.”

The tax exemption 
for escort services has 
been in places for de-
cades, and its origins 
are unclear. An aide for 
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AUSTIN, Texas 
— President Donald 
Trump thanked farm-
ers Sunday for support-
ing him through a trade 
war with China as he 
promoted a new North 
American trade agree-
ment and a separate one 
with China that he said 
will massively benefit 
farmers.

“We did it,” Trump 
said, recalling his cam-
paign promises to im-
prove America’s trading 
relationships with other 

countries.
At one point during 

his address to the 
American Farm Bureau 
Federation’s conven-
tion, Trump said he has 
strong support among 
farmers following his 
signing last week of  a 
preliminary trade deal 
with China.

When Trump spoke to 
the American Farm Bu-
reau Federation’s last 
year, he urged farmers 
to continue support-
ing him even as they 

Tax could hit 
traffickers
in the wallet

a state lawmaker 
wHo Has fougHt for 

years to restrict 
Human trafficking 
in nebraska is now 
taking a new tack

Trump thanks farmers 
for backing him through 
trade war with China
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