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Broncos upset No. 17 Flames. - B1
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TODAY Showers likely and possi-
bly a thunderstorm. Cloudy.

TONIGHT A slight chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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S
UPERIOR — 
One family here 
exceeded its goal 
of  raising $6,000 
for gifts for fos-

ter children this holiday 
season in less than two 
months.

Brian Splater esti-
mated Wednesday that 
Ambassadors of  Kind-
ness, the Superior-based 
nonprofit organization 
he started with his fam-
ily, has exceeded the goal 
for its annual Toys4Fos-
terCare drive so far by 
more than $400.

Those funds have been 
used to purchase toys 
for Epworth Village in 
York and People’s City 
Mission in Lincoln, local 
children in Superior, as 
well as a possible third 
organization. Splater; 
his husband, Austin Kar-
natz; and their children 
Ellie, 9; and Jaxon, 8, are 
working on the project.

The funds raised so far 
translate into 910 gifts. 
There have been 960 
items purchased; mul-
tiple smaller items are 
combined into one gift.

Ambassadors of  Kind-
ness is collecting dona-
tions for Christmas pres-
ents through the end 
of  October. The effort 

On a 

mission
SUPERIOR FAMILY 

RAISING FUNDS FOR 
CHRISTMAS PRESENTS 
FOR FOSTER CHILDREN

Courtesy Brian Splater

Ellie Karnatz helps pack comfort bags for foster children, one of the initia-
tives coordinated by the Superior nonprofit organization Ambassadors of 
Kindness. 
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MINDEN — A grisly discovery in-
side a vehicle pulled from an irriga-
tion reuse pit south of  here Tuesday 
may resolve the case of  a Kearney 
man who went missing 15 months 
ago.

According to a news release 
Wednesday evening from the Ne-
braska State Patrol, the vehicle was 
found about 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, sub-
merged in the reuse pit near Ne-
braska Highway 10 about three miles 
south of  Minden.

The vehicle was towed from the wa-
ter, and the remains of  a deceased 
person and a deceased dog were 
found inside.

After preliminary investigation, au-
thorities believe the deceased person 
is Scott Rockefeller of  Kearney, who 
disappeared in late June 2020.

Kearney County sheriff’s deputies 
responded to the scene Tuesday after-
noon and were joined by officers from 
the Kearney Police Department and 
NSP on the belief  the vehicle may be 
associated with a missing-person in-
vestigation, NSP said in its news re-
lease.

According to an October 2020 ar-
ticle in the Kearney Hub, Rockefel-
ler, 30, last had been seen leaving an 
area just west of  Minden near 29 and 
K roads the previous June 29, and 
was believed to be traveling with his 
brown Labrador-mix dog named Zoe.

He was believed to be driving a sil-
ver, four-door 2014 Nissan Altima se-
dan.

In October, Kearney police were 
asking farmers and rural residents to 
check their property for Rockefeller, 
on the chance that with leaves fall-
ing off the trees he might be easier to 
find.

A Kearney police investigator said 
at that time that Rockefeller’s social 
media and banking accounts had 
seen no activity, and that no foul play 
was suspected.

Kearney County Attorney Melodie 
Bellamy has ordered an autopsy in 
the case and has requested that the 
State Patrol’s Investigative Services 
Division conduct the investigation, 
NSP said in its news release Wednes-
day.

No signs of  foul play were found at 
the scene, the patrol said.

Human remains 
found inside 
car pulled 
from reuse pit 
near Minden

AUTHORITIES BELIEVE VICTIM WAS 
KEARNEY MAN WHO WENT MISSING 

IN JUNE 2020
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BILLINGS, Mont. — 
Death’s come knocking a 
last time for the splendid 
ivory-billed woodpecker 
and 22 more birds, fish 
and other species: The U.S. 
government on Wednesday 
declared them extinct.

It’s a rare move for wild-
life officials to give up hope 
on a plant or animal, but 

government scientists say 
they’ve exhausted to find 
these 23. And they warn 
climate change, on top 
of  other pressures, could 
make such disappearances 
more common as a warm-
ing planet adds to the 
dangers facing imperiled 
plants and wildlife.

The ivory-billed wood-
pecker was perhaps the 
best known species the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice declared extinct. The 
woodpecker went out stub-
bornly and with fanfare, 
making unconfirmed ap-
pearances in recent de-
cades that ignited a frenzy 
of  ultimately fruitless 
searches in the swamps of  
Arkansas, Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi and Florida.

Others such as the flat 
pigtoe, a freshwater mus-

sel in the southeastern 
U.S., were identified in the 
wild only a few times and 
never seen again, mean-
ing by the time they got 
a name they were fading 
from existence.

“When I see one of  those 
really rare ones, it’s al-
ways in the back of  my 
mind that I might be the 
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OMAHA — More than a 
year after U.S. health care 
workers on the front lines 
against COVID-19 were sa-
luted as heroes with nightly 
clapping from windows and 
balconies, some are being is-
sued panic buttons in case 
of  assault and ditching their 
scrubs before going out in 
public for fear of  harassment.

Across the country, doctors 
and nurses are dealing with 
hostility, threats and violence 
from patients angry over 
safety rules designed to keep 
the scourge from spreading.

“A year ago, we’re health 
care heroes and everybody’s 
clapping for us,” said Dr. 
Stu Coffman, a Dallas-based 
emergency room physician. 
“And now we’re being in 
some areas harassed and 

disbelieved and ridiculed 
for what we’re trying to do, 

which is just depressing and 
frustrating.”

Cox Medical Center Bran-
son in Missouri started giv-
ing panic buttons to up to 400 
nurses and other employees 
after assaults per year tripled 
between 2019 and 2020 to 123, 
a spokeswoman said. One 
nurse had to get her shoulder 
X-rayed after an attack.

Hospital spokeswoman 
Brandei Clifton said the pan-
demic has driven at least 
some of  the increase.

“So many nurses say, ‘It’s 
just part of  the job,’” Clifton 
said. “It’s not part of  the job.”

Some hospitals have lim-
ited the number of  public 
entrances. In Idaho, nurses 
said they are scared to go 
to the grocery store unless 
they have changed out of  
their scrubs so they aren’t ac-
costed by angry residents.

Doctors and nurses at a Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho, hospital have 
been accused of  killing patients 

by grieving family members 
who don’t believe COVID-19 
is real, said hospital spokes-
woman Caiti Bobbitt. Others 
have been the subject of  hurt-
ful rumors spread by people 
angry about the pandemic.

“Our health care workers 
are almost feeling like Viet-
nam veterans, scared to go 
into the community after a 
shift,” Bobbitt said.

Over Labor Day weekend in 
Colorado, a passerby threw 
an unidentified liquid at a 
nurse working at a mobile 
vaccine clinic in suburban 
Denver. Another person in a 
pickup truck ran over and de-
stroyed signs put up around 
the clinic’s tent.

About 3 in 10 nurses who 
took part in a survey this 
month by an umbrella or-
ganization of  nurses unions 

Health workers once saluted as heroes now get threats

SARA KARNES/The Springfield News-Leader via AP

Keith Mathis holds a panic button he helped create as part 
of CoxHealth’s Innovation Accelerators program. Nurses 
and hundreds of other staff members will soon begin wear-
ing panic buttons at a Missouri hospital where assaults on 
workers tripled after the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.

U.S. says ivory-billed woodpecker, 22 other species extinct
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