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Sodbusters bounce back at plate in win. - B1
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TODAY Mostly sunny. Heat index 
values as high as 101.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. Wind 
gusts as high as 20 mph.
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W
hile it has been 
around at the 
school for a 
long time as a 
club activity, 

bowling may be the newest 
official sport at Hastings 
High School.

When they meet on Aug. 
10, members of  the Hastings 
Board of  Education will de-
cide whether to add bowling 
to the list of  Hastings High 
School activities.

HHS Activities Director 
Tracy Douglas presented the 
proposal at the school board’s 
July 9 work session.

Hastings High has had a 
longstanding bowling club.

“It’s had a lot of  success,” 
Douglas said. “The club’s 
been very active, with a lot of  
members.”

Changes over the years to the 
timing of  the club season have 
had a negative effect on partic-
ipation, however, she said.

Members of  the Nebraska 
School Activities Associa-
tion Representative Assem-
bly voted 31-20 at their May 
21 meeting to add bowling as 
an NSAA-sanctioned winter 
sport.

While Hastings High School 
has a history of  supporting 
club bowling, adding it to 
the list of  school sports right 
now is complicated while the 
district is dealing with the ef-
fects of  the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, pandemic.

“If  this was a normal year 
I am confident I would be 
sitting in front of  you rec-
ommending we add this,” 
Superintendent Jeff Schnei-
der told school board mem-
bers during the work session. 
“This group has proven there 
is a need. I think it’s another 
great activity for our kids.”

He said Kandance Garwood, 
HPS director of  student ser-
vices, wants to also see the 
addition of  unified bowling, 
which would involve students 
with disabilities.

“Those are all great things,” 
Schneider said. “I just don’t 
know how this works.”

Projected expenses for var-

sity and junior varsity boys 
and girls teams include uni-
forms, equipment, teaching 
and training aids, transporta-
tion, lineage fees and coaching.

Schneider estimated the to-
tal cost would be $20,000 to 
$25,000 per year.

“Again, it depends on the 
number of  competitions that 
exist and where they are 
at,” he said. “You’re looking 
at $500 to $900 every time a 
group of  students gets on the 
bus. This is going to require 
a bus because you’re going to 
have a boys team and a girls 
team.”

Douglas said Pastime Lanes 
has told the district it would 
be competitive with its costs.

She checked with other 
schools within the HPS array.

“It was very mixed,” she 
said. “Some schools were like 
‘Yes, we’re going to add it 
right away.’ What we’re find-
ing is a lot of  other schools, 
with the current times, are 
very concerned about add-
ing another program with 
not knowing what everything 
was going to look like, espe-
cially from an activities point 
of  view.”

Bowling, anyone?
HPS BOARD EVALUATING 

WHETHER TO ADD  
WINTER SPORT

AMY ROH/Tribune

The Hastings High bowling team huddles during the Tigers’ district meet January 25, 2014, 
at Pastime Lanes.
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State officials plan 
to move teenage girls 
from the Youth Rehabil-
itation and Treatment 
Centers in Geneva and 
Kearney to the Hastings 
Regional Center cam-
pus, but local officials 
are hoping to have some 
questions answered be-
fore that happens.

The Nebraska Depart-
ment of  Health and Hu-
man Services said the 
planned move is one 
of  the next steps in an 
ongoing effort to rede-
velop the state’s YRTC 

system, according to 
a news release issued 
Thursday.

Hastings Mayor Corey 
Stutte said he learned 
of  the changes during 

a conference call on 
Wednesday. At the end 
of  that meeting, he said, 

he believed the discus-
sion had been confiden-
tial and that city leaders 
would have a chance to 
evaluate the proposal 
before a final decision 
was made.

Stutte said he felt 
blindsided when he 
read that the change 
had been announced in 
the Omaha World-Her-
ald Thursday morning. 

Stutte said there are 
a lot of  questions that 
haven’t been answered 
about the move, includ-
ing the staffing needs 
that would come with 
the new programming 
there and how the state 
would work with local 
law enforcement to keep 
citizens safe.

“We want the regional 
center campus to be a 
success,” he said. “We 
want it to flourish. We 

just want to have some 
information so this stuff 
doesn’t get sprung on 
us. We want to make 
sure we are clear on 
what this looks like for 
our community.”

Although frustrated 
by the lack of  commu-
nication by the state, 
Stutte hopes to work 
with DHHS to make the 
transition successful.

The DHHS news re-
lease stated CEO Dan-
nette Smith and her 
team spoke to more 
than 80 stakeholders in-
cluding legislators, city 
officials, judiciary and 
probation representa-
tives, advocacy groups 
and media from Tues-
day evening into Thurs-
day to ensure complete 
transparency.

“This is the next step 
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The woman known as 
the information hub, as 
well as unofficial his-

torian, at 
Hastings 
Utilities 
is retiring 
Friday af-
ter more 
than 41 
years on 
the job.

Carol 
Crecelius has served as 
administrative assistant 
for the utility manager 
for most of  her tenure 
at Hastings Utilities.

“Carol has been very 
critical in keeping our 
communications open 
and clear with our ad-
visory board, any of  
the council, all of  our 
other city departments. 
She’s been the hub of  
that communication 
for Hastings Utilities 
and for me in particu-
lar and our adminis-
trative group interact-
ing with the rest of  the 

city,” current Utilities 
Manager Kevin John-
son said. “She’s been 
doing that job for a long 
time, and she knows a 
lot of  people, if  not most 
of  the people, we need 
to interact with. She’s 
been a real asset to have 
around — to be able to 
refer back to, not only 
for legacy issues but 
who’s who within the 
city.”

Johnson relied on 
Crecelius almost exclu-
sively for information 
when he started with 
Hastings Utilities in Oc-
tober 2017.

“Just to keep me out 
of  trouble, mostly,” he 
said. “Mostly just to 
give me an idea of  who 
I needed to talk to when 
I needed to talk on cer-
tain items, especially as 
they related to the pub-
lic side of  dealing with 
the city and other city 
departments when I 
first got here.”

STEPHEN GROVES AND 

MIKE SCHNEIDER

Associated Press

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. 
— Iowa, South Carolina 
and South Dakota have 
now joined Nebraska in 
agreeing to share state 
driver’s license infor-
mation with the U.S. 
Census Bureau to help 
the Trump administra-
tion to determine the 
citizenship status of  ev-
ery U.S. resident.

Until recently, Ne-
braska had been the sole 
state to sign an agree-
ment with the Census 
Bureau to share the in-
formation. President 
Donald Trump ordered 
the Census Bureau last 
year to gather citizen-
ship data from the ad-
ministrative records of  

federal and state agen-
cies after the U.S. Su-
preme Court blocked his 
administration’s effort 
to place a citizenship 
question on the 2020 cen-
sus questionnaire.

The overwhelming 
majority of  states have 
refused to share infor-
mation about driver’s 
licenses and ID cards. 
The governors of  the 
four cooperating states 
are Republicans. Their 
cooperation was first re-
ported by NPR.

Opponents of  gather-
ing the citizenship data 
worry it will be used by 
states and local govern-
ments to redraw legis-
lative boundaries using 
only U.S. citizens instead 

HU’s information 
hub retires after 
more than 41 years

Crecelius

SEE HU/page A3

3 more states share license 
data for citizenship efforts

SEE LICENSE/page A3

State officials plan to open YRTC program in Hastings
GENEVA CAMPUS 

WOULD BE CLOSED; 
DECISION RAISES 

QUESTIONS ABOUT 
FUTURE IN BOTH 

COMMUNITIES 

AMY ROH/Tribune

New buildings constructed last year are pictured at the Hastings Regional 
Center Thursday.

SEE YRTC/page A3


