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Sodbusters drop close one. - B1

WILL VRASPIR

wvraspir@hastingstribune.com

GUIDE ROCK — Au-
thorities have released 
the names of  two men 
who drowned Friday in 
a fishing mishap on the 
Republican River near 
the Guide Rock Diver-
sion Dam.

A post on the Webster 
County Sheriff’s Office 
Facebook page Tuesday 
morning identified the 
men as Cody A. Reut-
ter, 29, of  Blue Hill and 
Omar Martinez Cruz, 27, 
of  Grand Island.

Law enforcement, first 
responders, firefight-
ers, dive team members 
and other volunteers 
searched for two men 
over a long weekend af-
ter they went missing on 
Friday about 3:45 p.m.

“The Sheriff’s Office 
would like to thank all 
the volunteers, first re-
sponders, law enforce-
ment, firemen, the dive 
team members, the 
Methodist church and 
the community for all 
their help these past few 
days,” the sheriff’s office 
stated in another post 
on its Facebook page. 
“All the show of  sup-
port from food, drinks 
etc and people willing to 
help is a true blessing. 
This was a team effort 
and we want to thank 
everyone.”

Webster County Sher-
iff Troy Schmitz said the 
men had been fishing 
near the dam and they 
were pulled under water 
by the undertow.

A third man was res-
cued from the river as 
part of  the same inci-
dent. He was taken to 
a hospital while the 
search began.

JARAD JOHNSON 
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O
nce again Hast-
ings is hosting 13 
teenagers and four 
master gardeners 
from its sister city 

halfway around the globe, 
Ozu, Japan.

Arriving Sunday, the Jap-
anese teenagers, age 12-17, 
are staying until Aug. 4 and 
will tour Hastings and other 
nearby points of  interest.

The master gardeners left 
Tuesday after working to fix 
and clean up the Ozu Friend-
ship Garden next to the Ha-
zelrigg Student Union on the 
Hastings College campus.

Residents from both cities 
have been taking turns vis-
iting each other for the past 
24 years. The trips are orga-
nized through the Hastings 
International Exchange Or-
ganization.

On Tuesday, the Ozu group 
took a trip to the Auten farm, 
owned by Greg and Ann 
Auten near Blue Hill, to learn 
about agriculture.

“Nebraska is a big agri-
culture community, so we 
thought this would be a fun 
thing to do,” said Jessica 
Henry, the activity coordina-
tor of  the visit.

As the Autens explained 
what each piece of  farmer’s 
equipment does, the group 
was quickly surprised by the 
equipment’s size. To remem-

ber the moment, teenagers 
posed for photos from in-
side the combine harvester’s 
cabin and in front of  tractor 
tires, that towered over their 
heads.

In Ozu, farms are smaller 
and divided into terraces 
— steps in fields or moun-
tains to make the land flat 
and farmable. The Ozu farms 
mostly grow rice, but the area 
is also known for its sweet po-
tatoes.

The group later visited a 
plot of  field corn, where Greg 
explained the process of  
farming soybeans and corn. 
After explaining to the teen-
agers that the field corn was 
not the same corn people eat, 
he let them pick their own 
ear of  corn for selfies and to 
keep.

Mitsunaru Sakamoto, a 
master gardener, said corn 
is not as common in Ozu, but 
more ranchers are growing 
corn to supplement their cat-
tle feed; most still import the 
crop. Sakamoto is visiting 
Hastings for the sixth time.

The group then visited a 
grain storage bin. The Autens 
showed them how the crop 
moved from bin to truck and 
how a large scale weighs the 
trucks as they leave. Ann ex-
plained that two of  the grain 
bins had recently been de-
stroyed by a tornado.

Matt Sievert, translator and 
coordinator of  international 
relations, translated Ann’s 
story; teenagers awed when 
he said “tatsumaki” — the 
Japanese word for tornado.

STEVE PEOPLES AND 

SARA BURNETT

The Associated Press

DETROIT — The sig-
nature domestic pro-
posal by the leading 
progressive candidates 
for the Democratic presi-
dential nomination came 
under withering attack 
from moderates Tuesday 
in a debate that laid bare 
the struggle between a 
call for revolutionary 
policies and a desperate 
desire to defeat Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Standing side by side 
at center stage, Bernie 
Sanders and Elizabeth 
Warren slapped back 
against their more cau-
tious rivals who rid-
iculed “Medicare for 
All” and warned that 
“wish-list economics” 
would jeopardize Dem-
ocrats’ chances for tak-

ing the White House in 
2020.

“I don’t understand 
why anybody goes to 
all the trouble of  run-
ning for president of  the 
United States just to talk 
about what we really 
can’t do and shouldn’t 
fight for,” said Warren, 
a Massachusetts sena-
tor, decrying Democratic 
“spinelessness.”

Sanders, a Vermont 
senator, agreed: “I get a 
little bit tired of  Demo-
crats afraid of  big ideas.”

A full six months be-
fore the first votes are 
cast, the tug-of-war over 
the future of  the party 
pits pragmatism against 
ideological purity as vot-
ers navigate a crowded 
Democratic field di-
vided by age, race, sex 
and ideology. 
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TODAY Mostly sunny. Southeast 
wind 10-15 mph.

TONIGHT Patchy fog after 4 a.m. 
Otherwise, partly cloudy.
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Drowning 
victims 
identified

BLUE HILL, GRAND 
ISLAND MEN LOST LIVES 

AFTER BEING PULLED   
IN BY UNDERTOW

Hastings hosts sister city visitors
OZU GROUP EXPERIENCES 

BLUE HILL FARM

JARAD JOHNSON/Tribune

Visitors from Ozu, Japan, pick the field corn at the Auten Farm Tuesday near Blue Hill. Corn 
is not widely grown near Ozu, and when it is, it is usually for personal cattle feed.

JARAD JOHNSON

Visitors with the Ozu group look down a corn chute at the 
Auten Farm near Blue Hill Tuesday. The chute transports 
the corn into one of three grain bins.
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Family was front and center 
at the 10th Annual Recovery 
in the Park barbecue event 
hosted by Horizon Recovery 
Tuesday night at Chautauqua 
Park.

An estimated 550 people 
turned out — many with 
young children in tow — to 
enjoy the festive atmosphere 
that this year included a pet-
ting zoo with goats, chickens, 
and rabbits hosted by Ru-
ral Ranchers, face painting, 
Kool-Aid Man, and a barbe-
cue with plenty of  sweets for 

dessert. Participating area 
agencies included The Bridge 
and Kiwanis Club of  Hast-
ings.

Horizon Executive Direc-
tor Dan Rutt said the empha-
sis on family was one reason 
why there was no band per-
forming at this year’s event. 
People gathered under the 
pavilion to visit, eat and lis-
ten to speakers Larry Mohl-
man of  Hastings and Tim 
Hand from Grand Island de-
liver encouraging messages 
of  hope and success to an 
audience that included sev-
eral families commemorating 

stints of  sobriety and recov-
ery of  loved ones.

“Addiction is not just a 
one-person illness,” Rutt 
said. “It’s a family illness, 
and we have to treat the fam-
ily. That’s why we decided to 
go more family-oriented this 
year.

“It’s a two-fold event. First 
of  all, we want to celebrate 
all the people who are in re-
covery and all the people who 
have overcome the demons 
they’ve fought, and a lot of  
those folks are here tonight. 

Recovery in the Park celebrates family

LAURA BEAHM

Zora Dack, 9, has her face painted Tuesday night during 
Recovery in the Park at Chautauqua Park. SEE HORIZON/page A3
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Sanders, Warren clash 
with moderates over 
‘Medicare for All’
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