
12 pages hastingstribune.com $1.00

Classified B4
Comics B5
Crossword B4
Entertainment B6

Obituaries A2
Opinion A4
Other Page A6
Public notices A5

inside
VOL. 116, NO. 191 © 2021

THE SEATON PUBLISHING CO., INC. 

HASTINGS, NEBRASKA

$1 on newstands

Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

Hastings bats go silent vs. Beatrice. - B1
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TODAY Isolated showers, then a 
chance of showers and storms.

TONIGHT A 40% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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HARVARD — After 
almost 80 years and 
3,700 miles of  separa-
tion, a fallen U.S. Navy 
sailor from Harvard 
was delivered home to 
his final resting place 
during a graveside cere-
mony at Harvard Ceme-
tery Saturday morning.

The recently identi-
fied remains of  Charles 
“Alan” Jones, who died 

at age 21, were relo-
cated Saturday after 
being positively iden-
tified from one of  46 
burial plots containing 
the remains of  nearly 
400 “Unknowns” killed 
on the USS Oklahoma 
battleship during the 
surprise attack at Pearl 
Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. 
Using anthropologi-
cal and DNA evidence, 
more than 100 of  the 
ship’s casualties have 
been identified since 
2017 through a special 
joint project teaming 
the Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency and 
U.S. Department of  Vet-
erans Affairs.

A full military burial 
including rifle volleys 
and taps was carried 
out before a public cere-
mony attended by more 
than 150 people, includ-
ing four generations of  
Jones’ family members.

A serenade of  bird 
songs pierced the sol-
emn silence afforded 
out of  respect for Jones 
by those in attendance 
during the ceremony. In 
the quietness of  the mo-
ment, it wasn’t difficult 
to envision the red glare 
of  rockets and bombs 
bursting in air during 
the attack, eight of  which 
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A U.S. Navy Honor Guard removes the casket carrying the remains of Harvard 
native Charles “Alan” Jones from a hearse Saturday at Harvard Cemetery.
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KENESAW — Satur-
day’s graduation cere-
mony at Kenesaw High 
School marked the cul-
mination of  the child-
hood journey of  a tight-
knit group of  seniors 
before life starts pulling 
them in different direc-
tions.

The valedictorian and 
salutatorian speeches 
included inside jokes 
between the students. 
The senior video fea-
tured a plethora of  pho-
tos taken through the 
years as the graduates 
grew up together, doc-
umented at sporting 
events, in classrooms, 
on field trips and else-
where.

Kaylee Larson rec-
ognized the 17 seniors 
in the Class of  2021 as 
friends in her salutato-
rian address.

“We stuck together 
through it all,” she said. 

“Unity is what makes us 
strong.”

Larson shared insight 
from a poem, “All I Re-
ally Needed to Know I 
Learned in Kindergar-
ten.” She said lessons 
like “Share everything,” 
“Don’t hit people,” and 
“Don’t take things that 
aren’t yours” sum up 
the students’ current 
expectations in society.

She also thanked her 
family and the families 
of  her fellow students.

“To our families: Your 
love and support made 
all the difference,” she 
said.

Deric Goldenstein 
gave the valedictorian 
address. He said their 
junior year was difficult 
as the novel coronavi-
rus pandemic began 
and cut the year short. 
Going into their senior 
year, he wasn’t sure he 
even would be in school.

Kenesaw graduates 
group of friends 
since childhood
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Kenesaw graduates Deric Goldenstein and Made-
line Kennedy celebrate with confetti during their 
commencement ceremony Saturday.
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The successes and 
failures of  high school 
may soon be forgotten, 
but the lessons learned 
and relationships made 
during those four years 
will last forever.

That was a theme that 

ran throughout the 
speeches from each of  
the six valedictorians 
who spoke at the Hast-
ings High School com-
mencement ceremony 
on Sunday afternoon.

Valedictorians Court-
ney Beave, Alexandra 
Curtis, Andrew Le, 

Christine Phuong, Al-
ice Vu and Anna Wib-
bels were among the 255 
graduating members of  
the Hastings High Class 
of  2021.

Student Council Pres-
ident Ashlee Long pro-
vided the welcome.

“As much as we would 

all like to think so, high 
school is not the end-
all, be-all of  our lives,” 
Beave said. “In the 
grand scheme of  things 
no one is going to care 
in 10 years if  we were 
valedictorian, in the top 

HHS valedictorians reminisce about lessons learned
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Hastings High principal Thomas Szlanda introduces valedictorians (from left) Anna Wibbels, Alice 
Vu, Christine Phuong, Andrew Le, Alexandra Curtis and Courtney Beave Sunday at the school.
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After so many un-
knowns with the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, Hastings 
College found whatever 
way possible to have a 
graduation in 2021.

With masks in place 
for the school year and 
adjusting accordingly, 
HC was able to have its 
annual graduation Sat-
urday at Lynn Farrell 
Arena. Two hundred 
fifteen undergraduate 
students received their 
bachelor’s degrees, 
and 13 students were 
awarded their master 
of  arts in teaching de-
grees.

Barbara Sunderman, 
HC vice president for 

academic affairs, said 
the college was able to 
make it through the 
year without major 
problems.

“We have been so for-
tunate at Hastings Col-
lege, she said. “We set a 
standard for taking care 
of  each other — taking 
care of  each other as 
a community. And the 
students rose to that oc-
casion that allowed for 
this day to happen.”

Under all the masks, 
one assumes, smiles 
were aplenty. Each of  
these students went 
through a school year 
unlike any other, and 
Sunderman was excited 
to see the looks on all of  

HC closes out challenging year 
with its annual graduation
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Hastings College’s Kayla LaMar of Fort Collins, 
Colo., accepts her diploma from HC President 
Richard Lloyd Saturday morning.
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