
12 pages hastingstribune.com $1.00

Classified B5
Comics B4
Crossword B6
Entertainment B5

Markets A3
Obituaries A2
Opinion A4
Public notices B5

inside
VOL. 116, NO. 163 © 2021

THE SEATON PUBLISHING CO., INC. 

HASTINGS, NEBRASKA

$1 on newstands

Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

HHS boys notch first victory. - B1
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TODAY Partly sunny. Wind gusts 
as high as 20 mph.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. 
North-northeast wind 5-10 mph.
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A 
cast of  30 exam-
ines the humor, 
hurt and heart-
ache behind the 
scenes of  a spell-

ing bee competition in this 
year’s Hastings High School 
musical, “The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling 
Bee,” on-stage for three 
performances Friday and 
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday afternoon at 2 p.m. 
at the school auditorium.

Tickets for the communi-
ty-friendly adaptation of  the 
Broadway musical directed 
by Christian Yost, Hastings 
High vocal music teacher, 
are available online at show-
tix4u.com/events/hastings 
or at the door.

Assisting Yost in the pro-
duction are Kara Acino, 
HHS speech coach, and ac-
companist Mindee Rowan.

Set on location at a spell-
ing bee, the performance 
uses humor and a lively mu-
sical score to convey what 
it’s like for 10-year-old stu-
dents to put their spelling 
skills to the test beneath a 
microscope of  community 
scrutiny. And while the 
characters evoke laughter 
throughout the play, sev-
eral underlying storylines 
convey something much 
deeper than the importance 
of  possessing sound spelling 
skills.

“On the outside, it looks 
like a good Disney movie,” 
Yost said. “Kids laugh, there 
are jokes and it’s really 
funny. But then you start to 
understand the deeper story 
behind the characters and 
the weight of  the story be-
hind it.”

Adapted by Yost from the 
original nine-character 

Musical break from reality
HHS’ ‘THE 25TH 

ANNUAL PUTNAM COUNTY 
SPELLING BEE’  

ADAPTED TO COMMUNITY

AMY ROH/Tribune

Cast members rehearse a scene for Hastings High School’s production of “The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee” Monday.
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The new Adams 
County Board of  Com-
missioners District 7 

represen-
tative has 
never been 
an elected 
official be-
fore, but 
has a lot 
of  expe-
rience in 
local gov-

ernment.
A committee of  County 

Attorney Donna Fegler-
Daiss, County Clerk 
Ramona Thomas and 
County Treasurer Mel-
anie Curry selected 
Joe Patterson to fill the 
county board vacancy 
created when former 
District 7 representative 
Eldon Orthmann re-
signed effective March 1.

“I’m appreciative of  
the committee,” Patter-
son said in an interview 
afterward. “I know they 
had some good people to 
talk to. They had some 

great candidates. I feel 
very fortunate to have 
been selected.”

Patterson, 67, retired in 
May 2019 from his role 
as Hastings city admin-
istrator, a position he’d 
held since Aug. 13, 2001.

Patterson, who had 
served as city parks 
and recreation director 
since September 1980, 
became interim city ad-
ministrator on March 2, 
2001, following the de-
parture of  former City 
Administrator Barbara 

Bramblett.
Other applicants for 

the vacancy were Wil-
lis Hunt, Dan Rutt, Wil-
liam Harrold and Tom 
Hastings.

District 7 is shaped 
like a backward L and 
stretches north and 
west through Hastings.

Each applicant filled 
out an assessment ques-
tionnaire and provided 
a resumé and cover let-
ter prior to March 19.

The committee mem-
bers spent about 90 min-

utes interviewing each 
of  the five applicants 
before deliberating for 
10 minutes. After that 
break, the committee 
members asked a few 
more follow-up ques-
tions before Fegler-
Daiss made a motion, 
which Curry seconded, 
to appoint Patterson.

Before making her 
motion, Fegler-Daiss 
thanked everyone who 
applied.

“What a wonderful set 
of  applicants,” she said. 

“The county, I think, 
would be in wonderful 
hands whoever is ulti-
mately chosen. You all 
bring something very 
unique to the position, 
but very important.”

She encouraged the 
others to be active in 
county government and 
work with the County 
Board.

Public input is import-
ant to any elected offi-
cial.

Committee selects Patterson to fill county board vacancy

Patterson
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In keeping with fed-
eral recommendations, 
the South Heartland 
District Health Depart-
ment and Nebraska De-
partment of  Health and 
Human Services are 
pausing administration 
of  the single-dose Jans-
sen vaccine against the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19.

A nationwide “pause” 
in administering the 
vaccine, which is pro-
duced by Janssen’s par-
ent company Johnson 
& Johnson, has been 
recommended by the 
U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
and by the federal Food 
and Drug Administra-
tion following reports 
of  a handful of  severe 
blood-clotting events in 
recent recipients of  the 
product.

Michele Bever, exec-
utive director of  the 
South Heartland health 
department, said Tues-
day morning the pause 
would not interfere 
with plans for any vac-
cination clinics sched-
uled around the four-
county health district 
this week. South Heart-
land encompasses Ad-
ams, Webster, Clay and 
Nuckolls counties.

South Heartland is 
working with vaccina-
tion partners across 
the district to get vac-
cines administered to 
local residents in mass 
clinics and other set-
tings. Separately, res-
idents and workers at 
long-term care facilities 
receive their vaccines 
through a federal retail 
pharmacy program. 
Meanwhile, certain 
pharmacies offer vacci-
nations to the general 
public through yet an-
other federal program.

The pause pertains 
only to the Janssen 

South 
Heartland 
joining 
‘pause’ 
for J&J 
vaccine

NO VACCINE CLINICS 
PLANNED FOR THIS 

WEEK IN DISTRICT WILL 
BE DISRUPTED, 
OFFICIAL SAYS
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SARAH JANE TRIBBLE

Kaiser Health News (TNS)

At 70, Linda Findley has 
long been active in her small 
town of  Fort Scott, Kansas, 
which sits more than an hour 
away from any major city.

Findley, whose husband died 
in an accident just after the lo-
cal hospital closed, helps with 
the Elks and fundraising, and 
— like many people in this part 
of  the country — doesn’t think 
COVID-19 is that dangerous.

“I don’t even know what I 
think about it,” Findley said 
recently. “I don’t know if  I 
trust the testing because it’s 
so messed up or … I’ve had 
nieces and nephews, that’ve 
had it. I’ve lost good friends to 
it, or supposedly it’s to that.”

Findley said she just isn’t 
sure that every case reported 
as the coronavirus really is the 
virus: “Everything seems to be 
coronavirus. I mean, it’s just 
… no matter what somebody 

has, it’s coronavirus. I don’t 
know whether it is or isn’t.”

Fort Scott is one of  nearly 
140 rural communities that 
have lost a hospital in the past 
decade. Mercy Hospital Fort 
Scott closed in December 2018.

Even though critically ill pa-
tients now must travel to hos-
pitals farther away, Fort Scott 
residents haven’t seen that 
as a pandemic-related prob-
lem. Rather, not having a hos-
pital doesn’t really come up 

when people here talk about 
COVID-19.

Dave Martin, the former city 
manager, is pretty sure he 
caught COVID-19 at work last 
August.

“You know, when I got it, I 
was in good health and it did 
take me a while to recover,” 
Martin said. “I do remem-
ber waking up one of  my bad 
nights and thinking — when 

Understanding the rural shrug over COVID and vaccines
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