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Broncos upset No. 3 Warriors in 5 sets. - B1

Thursday, October 7, 2021

weather
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TODAY Sunny. Wind gusts as 
high as 20 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. Southeast 
wind 5-20 mph.

Details, page A4 Art by Gunther Rozmiarek
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Final passage and ap-
proval of  Nebraska leg-
islative redistricting 
maps has led to signifi-
cant boundary changes 
for Districts 33 and 38, 
which include large 
portions of  Tribland 
— and corresponding 
changes in the lists of  

communities current 
senators serve.

The changes, which 
took effect immediately 
when Gov. Pete Ricketts 
signed them into law 
Sept. 30, leave Adams 
County intact as part of  
District 33, which is rep-
resented by state Sen. 
Steve Halloran of  Hast-
ings.

In a big change, how-
ever, District 33 now 
also includes all of  Ke-
arney County and all of  
Phelps County except 
for the chunk that in-
cludes the city of  Hol-
drege.

Previously, Phelps and 
Kearney counties had 
been part of  District 38, 
which is represented 
by state Sen. Dave Mur-
man of  rural Glenvil.

District 38 now ex-
tends farther west along 
the Nebraska/Kansas 
state line in the shape 
of  a backward “L” en-
compassing Clay, Nuck-
olls, Webster, Franklin, 

Harlan, the portion of  
Phelps, and all of  Fur-
nas and Red Willow 
counties — meaning it 
stretches all the way to 
McCook.

District 33 previously 
had included south-
ern and western Hall 
County, including 
the communities of  
Doniphan, Wood River 
and Cairo. Those com-
munities and much of  
the rest of  Hall County 
now are part of  Dis-
trict 41, which includes 
much of  Buffalo County 
outside of  Kearney as 
well as Sherman, How-
ard, Valley, Greeley, 

Wheeler and Boone 
counties. The represen-
tative is state Sen. Tom 
Briese of  Albion.

Most of  the city of  
Grand Island remains 
in District 35, repre-
sented by state Sen. Ray 
Aguilar. But a portion 
of  northeastern Hall 
County ringing District 
35 now is part of  Dis-
trict 34, which also in-
cludes Hamilton, Mer-
rick and Nance counties 
and is served by state 
Sen. Curt Friesen of  
Henderson.

District 32, which is 
served by state Sen. 
Tom Brandt of  rural 

Plymouth, continues 
to encompass Fillmore, 
Thayer, Jefferson and 
Saline counties as well 
as southwestern Lan-
caster County. Brandt 
resides in Jefferson 
County.

In recent years, Dis-
trict 38 has been a 
horseshoe-shaped dis-
trict with constituents 
as distant from one an-
other as Loomis and 
Hardy.

Now, however, Mur-
man will have con-
stituents in the wheat 
and cattle country 

Legislative redistricting means changes for senators, constituents
HALLORAN NOW 

REPRESENTS KEARNEY 
COUNTY; MURMAN’S 
DISTRICT STRETCHES 

ALL THE WAY  
TO MCCOOK

Halloran Murman
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T
he Dunmire, Fisher 
& Hastings law 
office now is under 
a new name, but 
the lawyers coming 

in to work with David Fisher 
and Charles 
Hastings are 
familiar faces in 
town and want 
to continue the 
legacy estab-
lished at that 
firm.

Omaha firm 
Fraser Stryker 
PC LLO an-
nounced on Oct. 
1 the acquisition 
of  Dunmire, 
Fisher & Hast-
ings. The Fraser 
Stryker Hast-
ings office will 
continue to be 

led by Fisher and Hastings.
“We’re not spring chick-

ens anymore,” Fisher said. 
“We’re looking to transition 
our practice, to continue to 
serve our clients and provide 
them good legal represen-

tation. We think the Fraser 
Stryker arrangement gives 
an excellent opportunity to 
do that.”

Fraser Stryker partners — 
and Hastings natives — Dan-
iel C. Pauley and Jordan W. 
Adam also will step in to pro-
vide legal resources to Dun-
mire, Fisher & Hastings’ cli-
ents.

“I think that’s pivotal,” 
Fisher said. “They’re plan-
ning on having a presence 
here in Hastings immediately 
and indefinitely. After Chuck 
and I are gone, they are go-
ing to be the face of  the local 
office.”

Adam, a 2000 Hastings High 
School graduate, practiced 
law in Grand Island three 
years before joining Fraser 
Stryker nearly 11 years ago.

Working in the law office on 
the second floor of  the Her-
itage Bank building, 800 W. 
Third St., is nothing new for 
Pauley, a 2007 Hastings Col-
lege graduate, who worked in 
the Dunmire, Fisher & Hast-
ings office eight years and be-
came a partner.

He hasn’t stopped practicing 
in Hastings.

“My family’s still here, my 
wife’s family’s all still here,” 
he said. “They don’t care if  
I’m back as long as I bring 
one of  the grandkids with 
me.”

Pauley is general counsel 

for the Hastings Economic 
Development Corp. and Hast-
ings College and represents 
many Hastings area resi-
dents.

Adam also represents sev-
eral people in the area.

“It’s an easy transition for 
us, because where do you 
get a better community than 
Hastings?” Adam said.

With the addition of  Fisher 
and Hastings as attorneys “of  
counsel,” the Fraser Stryker 
roster of  lawyers now in-
cludes 56 names.

Pauley described Hastings 
and Fisher as two men with 
an incredible practice.

“They’re well respected,” he 
said. “They taught me a lot 
about law. They were look-
ing for a good transition plan 
for their staff that they care 
very much about, for their 
great practice and for their 
clients.”

Hastings and Fisher have 
been partners in their cur-
rent law firm since 1987, with 
both men having a presence 
in Hastings long before that.

The Dunmire, Fisher & 
Hastings law firm has had 
a presence in Hastings for 
many decades, starting with 
Al Blessing.

Lawrence Dunmire was a 
longtime stalwart at the firm, 
as well.

Legacy of law
AS WELL-KNOWN HASTINGS 

LAWYERS LOOK TO EVENTUAL 
RETIREMENT, 2 YOUNGER 
MEN WITH HASTINGS TIES 

SEE OPPORTUNITY
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Daniel Pauley and Jordan Adam, attorneys with Omaha firm Fraser Stryker PC LLO, pose 
Oct. 1 outside of the Dunmire, Fisher & Hastings law office in Hastings. Fraser Stryker ac-
quired Dunmire, Fisher & Hastings. Pauley and Adam, who are Hastings natives, will have 
a presence in the Hastings office.

Fisher

Hastings
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JOSH BOAK

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Republican and Dem-
ocratic leaders edged 
back Wednesday from 
a perilous standoff over 
lifting the nation’s bor-
rowing cap, with Dem-
ocratic senators signal-
ing they were receptive 
to an offer from Senate 
GOP leader Mitch Mc-
Connell that would al-
low an emergency ex-
tension into December.

McConnell made the 
offer shortly before 
Republicans were pre-
pared to block legis-
lation to suspend the 
debt limit until Decem-
ber of  next year and 
as President Joe Biden 
and business leaders 
ramped up their con-
cerns that an unprece-
dented federal default 
would disrupt gov-
ernment payments to 
millions of  people and 
throw the nation into 

recession.
The emerging agree-

ment sets the stage for 
a sequel of  sorts in De-
cember, when Congress 
will again face pressing 
deadlines to fund the 
government and raise 
the debt limit before 
heading home for the 
holidays.

A procedural vote — 
on the longer extension 
the Republicans were 
going to block — was 
abruptly delayed late 
Wednesday and the 
Senate recessed so law-
makers could discuss 
next steps. Democrats 
emerged from their 
meeting more optimis-
tic that a crisis would be 
averted.

“Basically, I’m glad 
that Mitch McConnell 
finally saw the light,” 
said Bernie Sanders, 
the independent senator 
from Vermont. The Re-
publicans “have finally 

Congress foresees 
short-term debt fix 
amid perilous standoff
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Lack of  affordable 
rental options, aging 
trees and recycling op-
tions were among the 
various topics discussed 
during a brainstorming 
session with a group of  
college students devel-
oping a plan to improve 
the Hastings commu-
nity on Wednesday.

Students from the 
University of  Nebras-
ka-Lincoln’s College 
of  Architecture visited 
the city to talk to res-
idents about the com-
munity. Breaking down 
the conversations into 
five stations, members 
of  the public rotated 
around the room to visit 
the groups of  students, 
each discussing a differ-
ent topic.

Belinda Fowler, com-
munity regional plan-
ning instructor at UNL, 
said students did some 
initial research into a 
variety of  topics and de-
veloped questions for 
the session, but some-

times the responses 
changed the conversa-
tion.

“That’s what we 
wanted,” she said. “We 
wanted this to be stake-
holder-driven.”

Following the group 
discussions, the stu-
dents presented their 
findings to the audience.

One group asked what 
people liked about Hast-
ings and answers in-
cluded Fisher Fountain, 
Lake Hastings, Heart-
well Park and the revi-
talization of  the down-
town area.

Students reported cit-
izens were proud of  the 
community and were 
interested in finding 
ways to improve it.

A group tasked with 
finding the best area 
for growth found there 
were plenty of  opportu-
nities to make the city 
better from within the 
current boundaries as 
opposed to growing out-
ward.
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Students, Hastings 
residents discuss 
planning options

SEE PLANNING/page A3


