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TODAY Sunny. Winds could gust 
as high as 30 mph.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. 
South-southwest wind 5-10 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Jackson Martin

follow us

@hastingstribune

DIANNE GIRMUS

araun@hastingstribune.com

FAIRMONT — The 
chilly, wintry weather 
conditions didn’t mat-
ter. They didn’t stand a 
chance against all the 
love and warmth in the 
hearts of  the Fairmont 
residents who gathered 
on New Year’s Eve to 
give thanks and show 
appreciation to Linda 
Priefert Carroll Zuer-
lein, Fairmont’s village 
clerk, who is stepping 
down from her position 
of  29 years.

Zuerlein had recently 
received formal recog-
nition of  her resigna-
tion and was presented 
a gift card for each of  
her 29 years of  employ-
ment from the Fairmont 
Village Board, for her 
dedicated service to her 
community.

Fairmont residents 
gathered around the 
Fairmont Village Hall 
at 4:50 p.m. on Thursday 
to give her a surprise 

send-off.
Zuerlein, 59, has been 

Fairmont’s village clerk 
since 1991 and is known 
for her great passion 
for life. She has been a 
big plus to the village — 
always willing to help 
anyone in any way pos-
sible, and responsible 
for bringing new busi-
nesses and tourism into 
the community.

In 2019, she began no-
ticing some changes 
in her body and began 
a series of  treatments 
that included chiro-
practic, massages and 

physical therapy. In 
July of  that year, her 
life changed dramat-
ically when she was 
taken to Bryan Medical 
Center East Campus in 
Lincoln and diagnosed 
with stage 4 metastatic 
breast cancer.

With her high spirit 
and great passion, Zu-
erlein has fought the 
disease with great suc-
cess and even returned 
to her job in December 
2019. But now she has 
decided to focus all her 
energy on her health.

Fairmont resident 

Shelia Lauby came up 
with the send-off idea, 
and other residents, 
like Rhonda Veleba, fol-
lowed suit in spreading 
the word.

“Linda is such a pos-
itive individual and is 
an amazing community 
member — being lay 
leader at the Fairmont 
Community Church, 
Fairmont Community 
Club member and Fair-
mont’s Women’s Club 
member, just to name a 
few,” Veleba said. “And 

Fairmont residents give retiring clerk big send-off
ZUERLEIN FINDS 
CROWD WAITING  

TO GREET HER ON NEW 
YEAR’S EVE
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Retiring Fairmont Village Clerk Linda Priefert 
Carroll Zuerlein is met by well-wishers as she 
leaves her office on Dec. 31, 2020.

Courtesy

Around 50 people gathered outside the Fairmont village office on New 
Year’s Eve to give retiring Village Clerk Linda Priefert Carroll Zuerlein a 
surprise send-off.
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I
t wasn’t until Calvin 
Kurt Eickmann was 
born that his parents, 
Chris and Jacey, knew 
he was a boy.

Calvin, who was born at 
10:45 a.m. on Saturday, was 
the first baby born in 2021 
at Mary Lanning Health-
care. He weighed 8 pounds, 
13 ounces and was 22 inches 
long.

While maintaining the sur-
prise of  the newborn Eick-
mann’s gender wasn’t unique 
in itself, it was especially dif-

ficult for Jacey, who works as 
an ultrasound technician at 
Brodstone Memorial Hospital 
in Superior.

“To keep her from peeking 
(during the ultrasound) was 
kind of  tricky,” Chris said, 
speaking by phone Saturday 
evening from the couple’s 
room at Mary Lanning.

Chris and Jacey requested 
the ultrasound technician 
who scanned Jacey to tell the 
couple to look away at the 
right time so Jacey wouldn’t 
see anything revealing.

Calvin is the first child for 
Chris and Jacey.

Chris and Jacey chose the 
name Calvin because they 
liked it. Kurt is Chris’ fa-
ther’s name.

Jacey’s water broke around 
11:45 p.m. Friday. They left 

their home in rural Edgar 
where Chris farms and raises 
cattle.

“We got things ready, 
headed this way and got here 
probably a little before 1 
o’clock,” Chris said.

They give credit to their 
midwife Katelyn Mazuch, 
who works at the Obstetri-
cians and Gynecologists 
clinic in Hastings, who 
helped them deliver Calvin.

The couple wasn’t thinking 
about having the New Year 
baby. Jacey’s due date was 
Dec. 30.

If  Calvin wasn’t born over 
the weekend, the Eickmanns 
were going to go into the hos-
pital on Monday and induce 
labor.

New year, new family
RURAL EDGAR COUPLE GIVES 
BIRTH TO MARY LANNING’S 

FIRST BABY OF 2021  
ON JAN. 2
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Jacey and Chris Eickmann of rural Edgar pose with their son, Calvin Kurt Eickmann, at 
Mary Lanning Healthcare. Calvin, born 10:45 a.m. Saturday, was Mary Lanning’s first baby 
of 2021.

LISA MASCARO

AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON — 
Congress convened 
Sunday for the start of  
a new session, swearing 
in lawmakers during a 
tumultuous period as a 
growing number of  Re-
publicans work to over-
turn Joe Biden’s victory 
over President Donald 
Trump and the corona-
virus surges.

Democrat Nancy Pe-
losi was reelected as 
House speaker by her 
party, which retains the 
majority in the House 
but with the slimmest 
margin in 20 years after 
a surprisingly strong 
GOP performance in 
the November election.

Opening the Senate 
could be among Mitch 
McConnell’s final acts 
as majority leader. Re-
publican control is in 
question until Tues-
day’s runoff elections 

for two Senate seats in 
Georgia. The outcome 
will determine which 
party holds the cham-
ber.

The House and Sen-
ate were required to 
convene Sunday, by 
law, and imposed strict 
COVID-19 protocols. 
Elbow bumps replaced 
handshakes as senators 
took the oath of  office. 
Fewer family members 
than usual joined law-
makers at the Capitol. A 
special enclosed seating 
section was designed for 
lawmakers in COVID-19 
quarantine, but testing 
negative for the virus.

But by day’s end, 
House lawmakers were 
hugging and congratu-
lating one another after 
taking the oath of  office 
in the crowded cham-
ber, an alarming scene 
during the pandemic.

Congress opens new 
session as Biden’s 
win, virus dominate

GARY D. ROBERTSON

Associated Press

The U.S. ramped up 
COVID-19 vaccinations 
in the past few days af-
ter a slower-than-ex-
pected start, bringing 
the number of  shots dis-
pensed to about 4 mil-
lion, government health 
officials said Sunday.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
the nation’s top infec-
tious-disease expert, 
also said on ABC’s 
“This Week” that Pres-
ident-elect Joe Biden’s 
pledge to administer 100 

million shots of  the vac-
cine within his first 100 
days in office is achiev-
able.

And he rejected Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s 
false claim on Twitter 
that coronavirus deaths 
and cases in the U.S. 
have been greatly exag-
gerated.

“All you need to do ... 
is go into the trenches, 
go into the hospitals, go 
into the intensive care 
units and see what is 

Vaccinations are ramping 
up in a ‘glimmer of hope’
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