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TODAY Partly sunny and breezy 
with gusts up to 30 mph.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy with 
southerly winds around 5 mph.
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V
isitors came out in 
droves Thursday 
for the first Cele-
bration of  Lights 
in two years.

The thousands of  people 
who lined Second Street, 
waiting for the countdown 
to turn on Christmas lights 
in downtown Hastings, were 
treated to temperate weather. 
Temperatures were in the 40s 
with no wind.

“We lucked out with the 
weather,” said Tammy 
Orthmann, director of  
the Hastings Downtown 
Center Association. “It’s 
been windy, it’s been cold. 
Mother Nature gave us a 
break tonight. The crowds 
are wonderful. You worry 
since we weren’t able to do 
it last year that we wouldn’t 
have the crowds we usually 
do, but I really feel like we 
have a good crowd of  people 
from all over. It’s not just 
Hastings. It’s surrounding 
communities. I know peo-
ple are here from Grand Is-
land and Kearney. They just 
want to come down for the 
special events. You can do a 
lot, and it’s free.”

Shaun and Lindsey Robin-
son of  Hastings visited Cele-
bration of  Lights with their 
daughters: Marley, 8; Quinn, 
6, and Dylann, 4.

“It’s a chance to bring the 
kids out and do something 
fun with them for the night,” 
Lindsey said.

The family began their 
night with kettle corn and 
candy, before getting balloon 
animals with the plan to see 

Santa, as well as Elsa and 
Anna from Disney’s “Fro-
zen.”

“They all love lights,” 
Shaun said. “Their grand-
parents decorate their house, 

and I decorate our house. 
We just wanted to come out 
and show them what the city 
does.”

Sisters Djinna and Brianna 
Kendall of  Hastings were 
among Celebration of  Lights 
attendees who visited Elsa 
and Anna at The Lark. Mem-
bers of  the Adams Central 
National Art Honor Society 
also were doing face painting 
there.

“I really like watching “Fro-
zen,” and I really like (Elsa 
and Anna),” 10-year-old 
Djinna said.

“In line they seemed really 
fun,” 8-year-old Brianna said.

Djinna also sang Christmas 
songs on the Second Street 
stage with the Longfellow 
Ambassadors.

The family also took a car-
riage ride downtown.

“It’s just fun getting out 
of  the house…” the girls’ 
mother, Megan, said.

“And doing some stuff,” 
Djinna added.

Special Celebration
THOUSANDS TURN OUT FOR 
FIRST DOWNTOWN LIGHTING 

FESTIVAL IN TWO YEARS
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People get a horse-drawn carriage ride in downtown Hastings during the Celebration of 
Lights Thursday.
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Natalie O’Callaghan gets 
her picture taken with Santa 
Claus during the Celebra-
tion of Lights Thursday in 
downtown Hastings.
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Harper LaCompte, 2, is ready for hugs with Frozen’s Anna 
and Elsa during the Celebration of Lights Thursday in Hast-
ings. Portraying Anna is Audrey Weeks, and Elsa is por-
trayed by Taylor Bartos.
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The 2021 holiday sea-
son has arrived — and 
for anyone who attends 
Forge Christian Church 
in Hastings, it is the 
time of  year to bring 
the gift of  giving.

This the second year 

that Forge Church will 
be putting together 
“Ninja Santa Boxes” for 
those in need through-
out the community.

The gift boxes help the 
people who are in need 
of  basic hygiene items 
such as toothbrushes, 
deodorant, toothpaste, 

shampoo, soap and 
floss. Recipients also 
are informed $50 is be-
ing applied to their 
home utility bill.

The church’s fundrais-
ing goal for this year 
is $7,000 — enough to 
cover the cost of  100 
boxes.

To receive a box, peo-
ple send names and ad-
dresses of  individuals 
they think could use a 
little encouragement.

The recipients may 
never know who put 
their names down; they 
just know someone was 
thinking of  them.

“The last couple (of  
years) has been tough 
on people. Last year was 
our first year doing this. 
As a church we want to 
be active trying to fig-
ure out how we can do 
some outreaching,” said 
Willie Tryon, pastor of  
the Forge congregation, 

who is heading up the 
Santa Boxes project.

“We want to show peo-
ple that we love them. 
Since Christmas is ap-
proaching, we pondered 
and started thinking 
how can we reach out 

Church’s Santa Box project aims to bring home joy during the holidays
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LEBANON, Kan. — 
A former Hastings area 
resident will make a 
stop here 
Saturday 
to promote 
her book 
outlining 
100 must-
see attrac-
tions in 
Kansas.

Author 
Roxie Yonkey will be 
signing copies of  “100 
Things to Do in Kansas 
Before You Die” 2-4 p.m. 
Saturday at Hoss’s An-
tiques, 309 Main St. Her 
book was published Oct. 

31 by Reedy Press.
Yonkey, a 1980 Adams 

Central graduate, al-
ways has been an ex-
plorer.

“It’s part of  who I am,” 
she said. “Everywhere 
I’ve been, I’ve gone 
around and tried to see 
what was there. I’ve 
been to a lot of  places in 
Nebraska.”

She also has lived in 
Tennessee and Virginia 
where she spent a lot of  
time exploring.

“It’s part of  what I do,” 
she said.

Yonkey has been writ-
ing about Kansas for 
more than 30 years. The 
book “100 Things to Do 
in Kansas Before You 
Die” is her second book. 
In 2020, she co-authored 
“Midwest Road Trip Ad-
ventures.”

That book includes 
road trip guides for all 

‘Quirky,’ ‘cool’ Kansas 
sites detailed in book

AUTHOR ROXIE 
YONKEY, A 1980 
ADAMS CENTRAL 

GRADUATE, WILL BE IN 
LEBANON TO SIGN 
COPIES SATURDAY

Yonkey
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House moves toward
OK for Dems’ $1.68T 
social, climate bill

SEE BILL/page A3

ALAN FRAM

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Democrats brushed 
aside months-long divi-
sions and approached 
House passage of  their 
expansive social and 
environment bill late 
Thursday, as President 
Joe Biden and his party 
neared a defining win in 
their drive to use their 
control of  government 
to funnel its resources 
toward their domestic 
priorities.

House approval, ex-
pected on a near par-
ty-line vote, would send 
the measure to a Senate 
where cost-cutting de-
mands by moderate Sen. 
Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., 
and that chamber’s strict 
rules seemed certain to 
force significant changes. 
That will prompt fresh 
disputes between party 
centrists and moder-
ates that will likely take 
weeks to resolve.

Even so, House pas-
sage would mark a wa-
tershed for a measure 
remarkable for the 
breadth and depth of  
the changes it would 
make in federal poli-
cies. Wrapped into one 
bill were far-reaching 
changes in taxation, 

health care, energy, 
climate change, fam-
ily services, education 
and housing. That un-
derscored Democrats’ 
desire to achieve their 
goals while controlling 
the White House and 
Congress — a domi-
nance that could well 
end after next year’s 
midterm elections.

“Too many Americans 
are just barely getting 
by in our economy,” 
said House Majority 
Leader Steny Hoyer, 
D-Md. “And we simply 
can’t go back to the way 
things were before the 
pandemic.”

House passage would 
also give Biden a mo-
mentary taste of  vic-
tory, and probably re-
lief, during perhaps the 
rockiest period of  his 
presidency. He’s been 
battered by falling ap-
proval numbers in polls, 
reflecting voters’ con-
cerns over inflation, 
gridlocked supply chains 
and the persistent coro-
navirus pandemic, leav-
ing Democrats worried 
that their legislative ef-
forts are not breaking 
through to voters.

Biden this week signed 
a $1 trillion package of  
highway and other in-
frastructure projects, 
another priority that 
overcame months of  in-
ternal Democratic bat-
tling. The president has 

GOP’S MCCARTHY 
DELAYS VOTE, HOLDING 
FLOOR LATE INTO THE 

NIGHT THURSDAY


