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TODAY Sunny. South wind 10-15 
mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.

TONIGHT Showers and thunder-
storms likely, mainly before 1 a.m.
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Homeowners need not 
panic in light of  news 
that emerald ash borer 
has been discovered in 
the Tri-Cities area, says 
an educator with the 
Nebraska Extension.

“People don’t need to 
panic,” said Ron Sey-
mour, extension educa-
tor with the Nebraska 
Extension in Adams 
County. “Even if  you 
have (emerald) ash 
borer in your tree, it 
takes three years to kill 
it.”

EAB was confirmed by 
the Nebraska Depart-
ment of  Agriculture 

June 22 to have infested 
a terrace tree near Pio-
neer Park in central Ke-
arney.

But Seymour said it 
likely will be years be-
fore EAB reaches Ad-
ams County. He said 
the infestation in Kear-
ney likely was caused 
by someone bringing 
back firewood from an 
infested area. He said 
EAB does move natu-
rally, but only 5 to 10 
miles each year.

“At that rate, it will be 
five years before it can 
get here,” he said. 

Given the advanced 
time frame, Seymour 
said he is concerned 

area residents could 
be scared or tricked 
into removing trees be-
fore necessary. Healthy 
trees don’t have to be 
removed, especially 
when the pests haven’t 
been found in the area 
yet. Trees in poor con-
dition can have mush-
rooms growing on the 
trunk, rotting on large 
branches or a lot of  
dead branches.

“I’m concerned people 
will be coming around 
and cutting down 
healthy ash trees where 
it’s not needed right 
now,” he said.

Extension educator warns against 
panic in emerald ash borer news

Courtesy

Mushrooms can be seen growing on an ash tree July 2 at Highland Park 
Arboretum. Mushrooms and damaged limbs are symptoms of an ash tree 
in poor condition, which may be cause for removal as emerald ash borer 
draws nearer to the area.

SETH BORENSTEIN

AP Science Writer

T
he heat is on. And 
for most of  Amer-
ica it’ll stay on 
through the rest 
of  the month and 

maybe longer, meteorologists 
say.

Widespread and prolonged 
extreme heat is baking the 
contiguous United States and 
meteorologists see no relief  
in sight, except for a brief  
time in a corner of  the Pa-
cific Northwest. Next week 
is likely to be worse than this 
week. And the entire Lower 
48 states and Alaska are 
likely to be warmer than nor-
mal for the last two weeks of  
July, traditionally the hottest 
time of  year, according to the 
National Weather Service’s 
Climate Prediction Center.

“It’s very widespread and 
it’s going to be very long 
lasting,” said Jeff Masters, 
founder of  Weather Un-
derground and now a me-
teorologist at Yale Climate 
Connections. “It’s not a re-
cord-breaking heat wave, 
but it is notable for its per-
sistence.”

This is a dangerous type of  
heat where people need to 

be careful about heat stroke, 
stay indoors and drink plenty 
of  water, meteorologists said.

The National Weather Ser-
vice warned of  excessive heat 
on Tuesday for 18 million peo-
ple, but that’s nothing com-
pared to what’s coming up.

At the end of  this week, 
much of  the nation will likely 
be passing or flirting with 
temperatures in the 90s. And 
it will likely feel even hotter 
in the South.

Charleston, South Carolina, 
likely will feel 105 on Friday 
and then 108 on Saturday. Lit-
tle Rock is forecast to feel like 
107 and 109 on Friday and 
Saturday. Houston should 
feel like 109 Friday through 
Sunday. Phoenix is forecast 
to feel like 108 on Friday and 
110 on Saturday and Sunday.

Then it goes up a notch 
more.

Next week, while close to 
two-thirds of  the country 
will be warmer than normal, 
about 40% of  the Lower 48 
has a moderate risk of  ex-
treme and dangerous heat, 
said Climate Prediction Cen-
ter meteorologist Matthew 
Rosencrans.

Next week, Wisconsin could 
be battling it out with the 
Southeast for the nation’s hot-
test feels-like temperature — 
which factors in humidity — 
with heat indices pushing past 
100, Rosencrans said. And the 

worst prolonged heat looks to 
be around western Nebraska, 
Oklahoma and the Texas pan-
handle, with temperatures ap-
proaching 110, but without the 
sticky humidity.

The weather maps are cov-
ered in blood red, dark brown 
and purple — colors signify-
ing much hotter than normal 
temperatures. Rosencrans 
said he’s never seen tem-
perature forecast maps like 
that at the hottest time of  the 
year.

A giant ridge of  high pres-
sure, parking hot air, is stuck 
in the Southwest and extends 
farther east that usual, block-
ing cold fronts from moving 
in, Rosencrans said. And the 
jet stream, a river of  air that 
keeps weather moving, has 
retreated to Canada, so noth-
ing is pushing the heat along. 
On top of  that, dry weather 
feeds the heat in a “vicious 
feedback cycle,” he said.

In Miami, which has expe-
rienced its hottest stretch on 
record, an unusually hot At-
lantic Ocean is adding to the 
problem, not allowing it to 
cool below 80 at night, said 
Ryan Maue, a private meteo-
rologist for BAM forecasts.

Masters said there’s “very 
toasty water pretty much 
everywhere,” except near 
Greenland.

Heat stuck on extra high
U.S. IS BAKING THROUGH  

EXTRA HOT WEEK AND IT’S 
ONLY GOING TO GET HOTTER

DAVID CRANE/AP

Firefighters douse hot spots along Agua Dulce Canyon road in Agua Dulce, Calif., July 6. 
Emergency personnel are working through high temperatures to contain the Soledad fire 
in Southern California.
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Meeting for the first 
time after members 
of  the Adams County 
Board of  Equalization 
granted a 2019 permis-
sive exemption for Life-
house Church, board 
members corrected 
their action on Tuesday.

Acting as the Board of  
Equalization, members 
of  the Adams County 
Board of  Supervisors 
voted 7-0 at their regular 
meeting first to recon-
sider a resolution that 
was adopted June 16 
that provided Lifehouse 
with the 2019 exemption 
and then also unani-
mously approved re-
scinding that resolution.

Board members had 

voted 4-3 on June 16 to 
grant Lifehouse’s per-
missive exemption for 
the church’s new home 
it purchased in 2019 — 
the building formerly 
occupied by Paul Spady 
Motors at 2850 Osborne 
Drive East.

The exemption in 
question equals $44,765 
in property tax.

Lifehouse paid the 
first half  of  the prop-
erty tax, $22,382.50, 
which was due May 1.

“The Lifehouse 
Church exemption that 
was approved at your 
last Board of  Equaliza-
tion meeting, it was not 
within the limits of  the 
law,” Adams County 
Assessor Jackie Russell 
told the board Tuesday. 
“We all take an oath to, 
basically, faithfully and 
impartially perform the 
duties of  our office ac-
cording to the law. That 
wasn’t done. That’s 
something we need to 

COLLIN BINKLEY 

Associated Press

President Donald 
Trump on Tuesday 
launched an all-out effort 
pressing state and local 
officials to reopen schools 
this fall, arguing that 
some are keeping schools 
closed not because of  the 
risks from the coronavi-
rus pandemic but for po-
litical reasons.

“They think it’s going 
to be good for them po-
litically, so they keep 
the schools closed,” 
Trump said at a White 
House discussion on 
school plans for the fall. 
“No way. We’re very 
much going to put pres-
sure on governors and 
everybody else to open 
the schools.”

The White House’s 
round-table gathered 
health and education 

leaders from across the 
nation who said schools 
and colleges are ready to 
open this fall and can do 
so safely. They argued 
that the risks of  keep-
ing students at home 
outweigh any risks tied 
to the coronavirus, say-
ing students need access 
to meal programs and 
mental and behavioral 
health services.

“We want to reopen the 
schools,” Trump said. 
“Everybody wants it. The 
moms want it, the dads 
want it, the kids want it. 
It’s time to do it.”

But that bright out-
look was met with skep-
ticism by some beyond 
the White House. The 
president of  the nation’s 
largest education union 
said Trump is more 

Trump pushes state, local 
leaders to reopen schools in fall

County rescinds 
Lifehouse’s 2019 
tax exemption

STATE PUTS FOOT 
DOWN; CHURCH DIDN’T 

FILE IN TIME TO GET 
NEWLY ACQUIRED 

PROPERTY OFF TAX 
ROLLS
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