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Solich on pace to become MAC’s winningest coach - B1

ANDY RAUN
araun@hastingstribune.com

Patrons of  the Upper 
Big Blue Natural Re-
sources District are be-
ing urged to learn more 
about a proposal to re-
quire greater use of  ni-
trification inhibitors 
by farmers districtwide 
and limit pre-plant ap-
plications of  any kind 

of  nitrogen fertilizer in 
many locations.

UBBNRD constitu-
ents will be able to ask 
questions about the 
proposal during an in-
formational open house 
starting 7 p.m. Monday 
at the Holthus Conven-
tion Center on York’s 
south side, located at 
3130 Holen Avenue off 
South U.S. Highway 81. 
They will be able to of-
fer their input on the 
proposal that same eve-
ning either verbally or 

in writing during a pub-
lic hearing.

Chrystal Houston, 
public relations man-
ager for the district, 
said input gathered at 
Monday’s event likely 
will be discussed at the 
board’s regular meet-
ing in September, but 
that it has not been de-
termined when or if  the 
proposal might come to 
a vote.

Proposed modifica-
tions to Rule 5 within 
the district’s Ground-

water Management 
Area Rules and Regula-
tions would require that 
farmers injecting an-
hydrous ammonia into 
their fields for the ben-
efit of  spring-planted 
crops anywhere in the 
district prior to March 1 
also apply an approved 
nitrification inhibitor.

Farmers applying any 
form of  nitrogen fertil-
izer other than anhy-
drous ammonia after 
Feb. 29 — the first al-
lowable date such fertil-

izer may be applied in 
any event — also would 
need to use an inhibitor.

The product would 
need to be applied at the 
manufacturer’s recom-
mended rate.

In addition, farmers in 
Phase 2 or Phase 3 man-
agement zones would 
be restricted to apply-
ing no more than 120 
pounds of  pre-plant ni-
trogen fertilizer. Split 
applications still would 
be allowed, meaning 
the farmers could apply 

additional nitrogen af-
ter the crop was in the 
ground.

Also, prior to applying 
nitrogen fertilizer each 
year, but no later than 
April 1, all farmers in 
Phase 2 (and therefore 
also is Phase 3) loca-
tions would be required 
to report information to 
the district concerning 
how their fertilization 
plans align with best 
farming management 
practices.
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C
entral Community 
College-Hastings 
is introducing an 
energy technology 
program, a unique 

associate’s degree that 
includes instruction in wind 
energy, solar energy and 
battery storage.

CCC hired Taylor Schneider, 
energy technology instructor, 
to teach the program this up-
coming fall semester. Classes 
start Monday.

Schneider said the program 
sets itself  apart from others 
because it teaches wind, so-
lar and battery technology, 
rather than just one. Schnei-

der said the energy technol-
ogy program at CCC is the 
only one in the United States 
to teach all three.

By having the three-part 
program, students will be 
able to enter into any of  the 
three fields. The program 
takes two years to complete.

“Students are going to be 
able to dive in deeply to the 
three and get a feel for where 
they want to be instead of  
just having to go into strictly 
to a wind school or strictly 
into a solar school,” Schnei-
der said.

Schneider said students will 
be able to take the diverse 
range of  instruction and go 
into any of  those fields, all of  
which are growing. The U.S. 
Bureau of  Labor Statistics re-
ports a 96 percent increase in 
employment for wind techni-
cians between 2016-2026; the 

average occupation growth is 
7 percent.

“They’re growing fields. 
They’re just constantly grow-
ing,” Schneider said.

Schneider will be teaching 
four classes this fall, includ-
ing introductions to solar 
panel systems, wind systems 
and climbing safety.

CCC has equipment for 
wind technology, including 
a wind turbine that was con-
structed and taken online in 
January 2017 and four solar 
panel structures. Schneider 
plans to use the equipment 
available to give the students 
hands on experience.

“I want to be out there on 
that wind turbine more than 
twice a year. I want to be 
climbing. I think hands-on is 
a huge key,” he said.
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With the assistance of  

an architecture design 
firm, local officials are 
looking at the feasibil-
ity of  a new space in the 
community that could 
serve as an arts, com-
munity and senior cen-
ter in Hastings.

Members of  the Hast-
ings City Council voted 
8-0 during their meet-
ing Monday to select 
Wilkins Architecture 
Design Planning LLC 
of  Kearney and Olsson 
to conduct a study that 
will look at the feasibil-
ity of  such a space in 
Hastings.

Don Threewitt, devel-
opment services direc-
tor for the city of  Hast-
ings, said the feasibility 
study will test all the 
different components to 
see what programs or 
venues Hastings is lack-
ing for a community its 
size and what amenities 
may be possible, such 
as a performance space, 
community kitchen and 
classrooms.

The feasibility study 
will also look at the 
availability of  grant 
funding and what is fi-
nancially sustainable in 
Hastings — helping the 
city to move forward for 
that capital improve-
ment in the future.

The city of  Hastings 
and Adams County 
each contributed $7,500, 
with a $15,000 match 
from the Nebraska De-
partment of  Economic 
Development, to fund 

the feasibility study.
The feasibility study 

comes less than a year 
after the former Golden 
Friendship Center 
closed at 509 S. Bellevue 
Ave., and senior center 
operations were moved 
to the city’s community 
center, which is also the 
Hastings Parks and Rec-
reation Department of-
fice, at 2015 W. Third St.

The city received six 
feasibility study pro-
posals. A five-member 
selection committee re-
viewed the applications 
on July 19.

The selection com-
mittee selected Wilkins 
ADP/Olsson, which 
had the highest overall 
score at 95, and second 
lowest proposal cost at 
$30,000.

Scoring was based on 
five criteria: Project un-
derstanding, thorough-
ness and effectiveness 
of  the proposal, qual-
ifications of  the firm, 
experience with doing 
similar projects previ-
ously and the overall 
scope of  services.

Council president Paul 
Hamelink served on the 
selection committee.

“Clearly this proposal 
gets what we’re trying 
to do,” he said during 
the council meeting. “I 
would suggest this is 
step one in addressing a 
significant community 
need with the closure of  
the Golden Friendship 
Center and other areas 
where we can address 
some needs for space 
for people to gather and 
to utilize for events and 
activities. This is a good 

Friday, August 16, 2019

weather
81
62

TODAY Twenty percent chance of 
morning rain.

TONIGHT Thirty percent chance 
of rain, mainly after 1 a.m.
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Solar arrays are pictured Tuesday at the Central Community College-Hastings campus.

City to look at 
feasibility of new 
community center

study could help 
find funding

ccc introduces unique 
renewable energy 
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The Hastings Public 

Schools Board of  Edu-
cation heard updates 
from several admin-
istrative officials, in-
cluding a review of  the 
budget and school im-

provement plans during 
its August work session 
Thursday evening.

All board members 
except Brady Rhodes 
were present.

Superintendent Jeff 
Schneider gave a re-
view of  last year’s 
budget and the up-
coming budget, which 
will be voted upon at 
the board’s September 
meeting.

While estimates for 
the 2018-19 year will 
not be confirmed until 
Aug. 31, HPS expects to 
spend about $1.5 mil-
lion from its cash re-
serves, as expected. 
The district had about 
$1.2 million less in state 
aid and general fund 
expenses increased by 
about 1 percent to 1.5 
percent from the year 
prior.

The 2019-20 budget is 
due by Sept. 20 to the 
Nebraska Department 
of  Education. Expendi-
tures and receipts are 
expected to be about 
equal, both at $41 mil-
lion.

“Given the situation 
this year, we are happy 
to be presenting a bal-
anced budget tonight,” 
Schneider said.

Local tax revenue is 

estimated to be up by 
$1.2 million, due from 
the levy neutral over-
ride approved by voters 
earlier this year. The 
increase comes from a 
higher portion of  the 
levy going into the gen-
eral fund.

The total levy is es-
timated to remain at 
$1.342, the same as last 
year. The total levy is 
made of  the general 

fund, the qualified capi-
tal undertaking and the 
bond fund. 

The general fund tax 
portion increased from 
$1.05 to $1.12, but both 
the qualified capital un-
dertaking fund portion 
decreased from $0.052 
to $0.022 and the bond 
fund decreased from 
$0.24 to $0.20.
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