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HHS, STC fall in first round at state. - B1

Thursday, October 17, 2019

weather
73
51

TODAY Sunny. South wind 5-15 
mph.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. 
South-southeast wind 10-15 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Rosemary Reyes
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F
ans from across the state filled 
the stands at the Bill Smith 
Softball Complex Wednesday 
for Day 1 of  the state high 
school softball tournament, 

bolstered by local supporters cheering 
on a pair of  Hastings teams.

This was the first year that the city 
of  Hastings has hosted the state soft-
ball tournament with two local teams 

Rooting
for the
home 
teams

AMY ROH/Tribune

Elaine Laux cheers on her granddaughter, K.K. 
Laux and the rest of the Hastings softball team 
during their first-round game of the Class B state 
tournament Wednesday at Smith Softball Com-
plex.

AMY ROH/Tribune

St. Cecilia students cheer for the Hawkettes before their opening round game of the Class 
C state softball tournament Wednesday at Smith Softball Complex.

ROBERT BURNS
AP National Security Writer

WASHINGTON — 
Washing his hands of  
Syria, President Don-
ald Trump declared 
Wednesday the U.S. 
has no stake in defend-
ing the Kurdish fight-
ers who died by the 
thousands as Ameri-
ca’s partners against 
IS extremists. Hours 
later, House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi and other 
top Democrats walked 
out of  a meeting at the 
White House, accusing 
him of  having a “melt-
down,” calling her a 
“third-grade politician” 
and having no plan to 
deal with a potentially 
revived Islamic State 
group.

Condemnation of  
Trump’s stance on 
Turkey, Syria and the 
Kurds was quick and se-
vere during the day, not 
only from Democrats 
but from Republicans 
who have been staunch 
supporters on virtually 
all issues.

The House, bitterly di-
vided over the Trump 
impeachment inquiry, 
banded together for 
an overwhelming 354-
60 denunciation of  the 
U.S. troop withdrawal. 
Many lawmakers ex-
pressed worry that it 
may lead to revival of  
IS as well as Russian 
presence and influence 
in the area — in addi-
tion to the slaughter of  

many Kurds.
At the White House, 

Trump said the U.S. has 
no business in the re-
gion — and not to worry 
about the Kurdish fight-
ers.

“They know how to 
fight,” he said. “And by 
the way, they’re no an-
gels.”

After the House con-
demnation vote, the 
congressional leaders 
of  both parties went 
to the White house 
for a briefing, which 
grew contentious, with 
Trump and Pelosi trad-
ing jabs. The Demo-
crats said they walked 
out when the meeting 
devolved into an in-
sult-fest.

“What we witnessed 
on the part of  the pres-
ident was a meltdown,” 
Pelosi told reporters, 
saying Trump appeared 
visibly “shaken up” 
over the House vote.

“We couldn’t continue 
in the meeting because 
he was just not relating 
to the reality of  it,” she 
said.

Senate Democratic 
Leader Chuck Schumer 
criticized Trump for 
not having an adequate 
plan to deal with IS 
fighters who have been 
held by the Kurds. He 
said the meeting “was 
not a dialogue, this 
was sort of  a diatribe, 
a nasty diatribe not fo-
cused on the facts.”

Republicans pushed 
back, saying it was Pe-
losi who’d been the 
problem.

“She storms out of  an-
other meeting, trying to 
make it unproductive,” 
said House GOP leader 

Trump dismisses Syria 
concerns; Dems walk 
out of WH meeting
President says U.s. 
trooPs are “largely 
oUt” of a region of 

syria where tUrkish 
forces are attacking 

kUrdish fighters

Pair of local teams boost softball 
toUrney attendance
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RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Health 
care memo to Democrats: 
There’s more than one way to 
get to coverage for all.

A study out Wednesday 
finds that an approach sim-
ilar to the plan from former 
Vice President Joe Biden can 
deliver about the same level 
of  coverage as the govern-
ment-run ”Medicare for All” 

plan from presidential rival 
Bernie Sanders.

The study from the Com-
monwealth Fund and the 
Urban Institute think tanks 
concludes that the U.S. can 
achieve a goal that has eluded 
Democrats since Harry Tru-
man by building on former 
President Barack Obama’s 
health care law.

Health care has sparked 
sharp exchanges in the Dem-

ocratic presidential debates, 
and Tuesday night was no ex-
ception. Massachusetts Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren was chal-
lenged for being unwilling 
to say whether her support 
for Medicare for All would 
translate to higher taxes for 
the middle class. Warren said 
“costs” would be lower, but 
Sen. Amy Klobuchar of  Min-
nesota suggested that was a 
dodge.

“I’m sorry, Elizabeth,” said 
Klobuchar. “I think we owe it 
to the American people to tell 
them where we’re going to 
send the invoice.” She urged 
Democrats not to “trash 
Obamacare” but build on it.

The study suggests such 
heated discussions may have 
more to do with differences 
over the scope and reach of  
government than with the ul-
timate objective of  providing 

universal coverage.
“A goal that they all share 

— universal coverage — can 
be reached in different ways,” 
said Sara Collins, the Com-
monwealth Fund’s vice pres-
ident for coverage and access.

The researchers mod-
eled a range of  health care 
overhaul scenarios from 
tweaks to Obama’s law to a 

Study: ‘Medicare for All’ not only way to universal coverage
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WILL VRASPIR
wvraspir@hastingstribune.com
Hastings firefighters 

welcomed a new fire 
vehicle into the station 
with a traditional push-
ing in ceremony on 
Wednesday at Lincoln 
Park Station.

Capt. Darin Clark 
said firefighters honor 
many traditions in 
their service to the 
community, including 
painting fire engines 
red and tolling the bells 

for firefighter funerals.
“Fire service is full of  

traditions,” he said. 
Hastings Fire and Res-

cue’s newest apparatus 
is Brush 2, a 2019 Dodge 
Ram with four-wheel 
drive, a 160-gallon wa-
ter tank, a water pump 
with Class A firefight-
ing foam capabilities, 
equipment for fight-
ing wildland fires and 
advanced life support 
medical equipment for 
its role as a paramedic 

intercept vehicle to as-
sist neighboring de-
partments with critical 
patients being trans-
ported.

Clark invited the pub-
lic to participate in the 
ceremony, beginning 
with hosing and drying 
off the vehicle.

He said this recalls a 
time when a new fire 
horse would be given a 
bath to welcome the new 
and retire the old. Along 
with the rest of  the 

truck, particular atten-
tion was paid to the tires. 

Clark said washing 
the tires harkens back 
to the hub and spoke 
era where washing the 
wooden wheels kept 
them from drying out 
after a fire along with 
cleaning out the horse-
drawn wagon before 
pulling into the station.

“Firefighters had to 
wash down the wheels 

Tradition drives fire truck’s welcome

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Fire Chief Brad Starling rides in Brush 2 as it 
is pushed inside the Lincoln Park Fire Station 
during the Hastings Fire and Rescue pushing in 
ceremony for the new vehicle Wednesday.SEE FIRE/page A3
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