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I
f  projections from the 
U.S. Department of  
Agriculture come to 
fruition, sorghum will 
be the biggest relative 

gainer among crops grown in 
Nebraska when it comes to 
2021 planted acreage.

On Wednesday, USDA’s Na-
tional Agricultural Statistics 
Service released its 2021 Pro-
spective Plantings Report, 

estimating how many U.S. 
acres will be committed to 
the growing of  various crops 
this year.

Nationwide, officials expect 
to see sorghum for all pur-
poses planted on 6.94 million 
acres, up 18% from 5.88 mil-
lion acres in 2020. Sorghum is 
raised as both a commercial 
grain crop and for livestock 
forage and feeding.

While acreage is expected 
to increase in each of  the six 
states detailed — Nebraska, 
Kansas, South Dakota, Col-
orado, Oklahoma and Texas 
— Nebraska leads all states 
in terms of  the projected in-
crease.

NASS estimates Nebraska 
will see sorghum planted on 
300,000 acres this year, up 
a whopping 54% from the 
195,000 acres planted in 2020 
and almost that much from 
the 200,000 acres planted in 
2019.

In a news release Friday, 
Nate Blum, executive direc-
tor of  the Nebraska Grain 
Sorghum Board, heralded 
news that the state’s farmers 
are expected to grow so much 
more of  the crop this year.

The state Sorghum Board 
attributes the anticipated 
acreage increase to recent 

Gaining ground
USDA EXPECTS SORGHUM, 

SOYBEAN ACREAGE  
TO INCREASE IN NEBRASKA 

THIS YEAR
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Jason Hupf applies anhydrous ammonia fertilizer to a field south of Roseland prior to 
spring planting Friday.
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WASHINGTON — A 
Capitol Police officer 
was killed Friday after 
a man rammed a car 
into two officers at a 
barricade outside the 
U.S. Capitol and then 
emerged wielding a 
knife. It was the second 
line-of-duty death this 
year for a department 
still struggling to heal 
from the Jan. 6 insur-
rection.

Video shows the driver 
of  the crashed car 
emerging with a knife 
in his hand and starting 
to run at the pair of  offi-
cers, Capitol Police Act-
ing Chief  Yogananda 
Pittman told reporters. 
Authorities shot the 
suspect, who died at a 
hospital.

“I just ask that the 
public continue to keep 
U.S. Capitol Police and 
their families in your 
prayers,” Pittman said. 
“This has been an ex-
tremely difficult time 
for U.S. Capitol Police 
after the events of  Jan. 
6 and now the events 
that have occurred here 
today.”

Police identified the 
slain officer as William 
“Billy” Evans, an 18-
year veteran who was a 
member of  the depart-

ment’s first responders 
unit.

Two law enforcement 
officials told The As-
sociated Press that in-
vestigators initially 
believed the suspect 
stabbed one of  the offi-
cers, but it was later un-
clear whether the knife 
actually made contact, 
in part because the ve-
hicle struck the officers 
with such force. The of-
ficials were not autho-
rized to publicly discuss 
the investigation and 
spoke on condition of  
anonymity.

Authorities said there 
wasn’t an ongoing 
threat, though the Capi-
tol was put on lockdown 
for a time as a precau-
tion. There was also no 
immediate connection 

apparent between Fri-
day’s crash and the Jan. 
6 riot.

Law enforcement of-
ficials identified the 
suspect as 25-year-old 
Noah Green. Investiga-
tors were digging into 
his background and 
examining whether he 
had any mental health 
history as they tried to 
discern a motive. They 
were also working to ob-
tain warrants to access 
his online accounts.

Pittman said the sus-
pect did not appear to 
have been on the po-
lice’s radar. But the at-
tack underscored that 
the building and cam-
pus — and the officers 
charged with protecting 

Man rams car into 2 Capitol 
police; 1 officer, driver killed
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U.S. Capitol Police officers stand near a car that 
crashed into a barrier on Capitol Hill in Washing-
ton Friday.
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JERUSALEM — Christians in the 
Holy Land marked Good Friday with-
out the mass pilgrimages usually 
seen in the days leading up to Eas-
ter because of  the coronavirus, and 
worshippers in many other predomi-
nantly Christian countries where the 
virus is still raging observed their 
second annual Holy Week with tight 
restrictions on gatherings.

In Jerusalem, many holy sites were 

open, thanks to an ambitious Israeli 
vaccination campaign. It was a stark 
contrast to last year, when the city 
was under lockdown. In neighboring 
Lebanon, Christians observed Good 
Friday under a lockdown and suffer-
ing a severe economic crisis.

In Latin America, penitents from 
Mexico and Guatemala to Paraguay 
carried tree branches covered with 
thorns and large crosses in Passion 
Plays reenacting the crucifixion of  
Jesus Christ. At the Vatican, Pope 
Francis presided over a torch-lit 
Way of  the Cross ceremony in St. 
Peter’s Square, foregoing for a sec-
ond year the traditional Colosseum 

Christians mark Good Friday, 
Holy Week under virus woes
MASS PILGRIMAGES USUALLY SEEN 
BEFORE EASTER LACKING BECAUSE  

OF THE CORONAVIRUS
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Nuns pose for a selfie as they mark Palm Sunday on the Mount of Olives 
in Jerusalem March 28. A year after coronavirus restrictions halted mass 
gatherings, Christians are celebrating Holy Week together.
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NEW YORK — Add 
travel to the activities 
vaccinated Americans 
can safely enjoy again, 
according to new U.S. 
guidance issued Friday.

The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention updated its 
guidance to say fully 
vaccinated people can 
travel within the U.S. 
without getting tested 
for the coronavirus or 
going into quarantine 
afterward.

Still, CDC Director 
Dr. Rochelle Walensky 
urged caution and said 
she would “advocate 
against general travel 
overall” given the rising 
number of  infections.

“If  you are vaccinated, 
it is lower risk,” she 
said.

According to the CDC, 
more than 100 million 
people in the U.S. — or 
about 30% of  the popu-
lation — have received 
at least one dose of  a 
COVID-19 vaccine. A 
person is considered 
fully vaccinated two 
weeks after receiving 
the last required dose.

The agency has said it 
would update its guid-
ance on allowed activi-
ties for vaccinated peo-
ple as more people get 
the shots and evidence 
mounts about the pro-

tection they provide.
Outside a San Fran-

cisco convention center, 
Kara Roche, a consul-
tant with a tech com-
pany, welcomed the 
news after getting her 
second Pfizer shot.

“I’m thrilled that this 
summer there might 
be opportunities for us 
to go somewhere,” she 
said.

Roche said she nor-
mally travels overseas 
for vacation at least 
twice a year. Since the 
pandemic started, she’s 
only traveled to Utah 
and Texas for work.

“I’ll still be cautious. 
I’m not looking to go on 
a cruise. I’m not looking 
to be in mass crowds 
and I’ll probably not 
go overseas,” she said. 
“But absolutely, if  it’s 
open and the CDC says 
we can do it, I’m looking 
forward to going some-
where in the states.”

For people who ha-
ven’t been fully vac-
cinated, the CDC is 
sticking to its recom-
mendation to avoid un-
necessary travel. If  they 
do travel, the agency 
says to get tested one 
to three days before 
the trip, and three to 
five days after. People 
should also stay home 
and quarantine for 

Fully vaccinated 
people can travel 
safely, CDC says
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