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TODAY Sunny. North wind around 
15 mph, with gusts as high as 20.

TONIGHT Clear. Calm wind be-
coming south-southwest.
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I
n an effort to honor vet-
erans for the service and 
sacrifice they’ve given to 
the country, community 
groups organized a din-

ner Wednesday to recognize 
four veterans who have been 
selected as grand marshals 
for the 2021 Veterans Day 
parade on Nov. 6.

Duane Norris with Hastings 
Elks Club Lodge 159 acted as 
master of  ceremonies for the 
event.

“Thank you to every vet-
eran,” he said during his 
opening remarks. “We are 
here because of  you and 
there is no other way to look 
at it.”

The 2021 parade grand mar-
shals are Nickolas Blanken-
baker, J. David Bogan, Erich 
Goldstein and Richard John-
son.

Nickolas Blankenbaker was 
born in Red Cloud in 1944 and 
grew up on a farm southwest 
of  Inavale.

He entered the U.S. Army on 
Jan. 18, 1966. He completed 
basic training at Fort Leon-
ard Wood, Missouri, and was 
then stationed at Cam Ranh 
Bay in Vietnam with Com-
pany D of  the 87th Construc-
tion Battalion as an Army 
specialist-mason.

While stationed in Viet-

nam, he helped build hospi-
tal wards, petroleum storage 

facilities, and 
drove and main-
tained supply 
trucks.

Blankenbaker 
earned the 
rank of  Special-
ist 4 and was 
awarded the Na-
tional Defense 
Service Medal, 

Army Marksmanship Quali-
fication Badge, Sharpshooter 
M-14 Vietnam Service Medal 
and the Vietnam Campaign 
Medal. His active duty with 
the Army ended on Jan. 17, 
1972.

Originally settled in Hast-
ings, Blankenbaker and his 
wife, Patricia, moved back 
to Webster County where he 
worked as operations man-
ager of  a stockyard, working 
cattle and training horses. 
He helped his father with the 
family farm and took over the 
operation after his father’s 
death.

In 2001, he became an oper-
ator at the Municipal Power 
Plant in Red Cloud and re-
tired in 2012.

A man of  few words, Blan-
kenbaker said he was hon-
ored to be selected as parade 
marshal and being able to 
have his family join him for 
the recognition dinner.

“I think it’s a good deal, my-
self,” he said.

Patricia Blankenbaker said 
the events are a stark con-

trast to the hostile reception 
from the public that her hus-
band and other soldiers faced 
after returning from service 
in Vietnam.

She said those memories in-
fluenced her husband’s deci-
sion to participate in the pa-
rade. He hadn’t participated 
in the Veterans Day parade in 
the past.

“He didn’t want to do it but 
I told him it was different 
now,” she said.

On the other end of  the 
spectrum is J. David Bogan.

He’s often participated in 
the parade as a veteran with 

the Elks Club 
over the last 10 
years, an orga-
nization he’s 
been associ-
ated with for 78 
years.

He is honored 
to be a part of  
the parade this 

year as parade marshal.
“It’s great,” he said. “I’m 

glad they recognize it.”
Bogan was born Jan. 16, 

1922. He joined the Army on 
Sept. 29, 1942. His basic train-
ing was at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, with advanced train-
ing at Fort Lewis, Washing-
ton in general hospital activ-
ities before being deployed to 
Alaska. His unit’s primary 
designation was the protec-
tion of  Alaska and they oper-
ated the 1933rd SCU Prisoner 
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Duane Norris speaks Thursday during the veterans recognition program Wednesday at 
Hastings Masonic Center.
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Adams Central stu-
dent Julianna Zubrod 
took fourth place in-
dividually at the Ne-
braska State Land Judg-
ing Competition near 
Smithfield last week, 
leading AC to a fifth-
place team finish and 
a chance to compete at 
nationals in May 2022.

A total of  134 students 
plus instructors from 39 
high schools met at the 
Bertrand Community 

Building in Bertrand 
Oct. 20, then went out to 
judge at the Platte Re-
publican Diversion pas-
ture west of  Smithfield.

During the competi-
tion, students judged 
four soil pits using an 
evaluation card to make 
assessments on soil 
depth, surface texture, 
permeability, slope, 
thickness of  surface 
and erosion. Each eval-
uation card was scored, 
and the scores were 
added together to arrive 
at team scores.

The four-person team 
from the Adams Central 
FFA chapter included 
Zubrod, Justin Barbee, 

Creighton Jacobitz and 
Jack Trausch. Together, 
scored 1,103 points.

To compete at state, 
teams had to advance 
from one of  seven re-
gional competitions 
that took place across 
Nebraska earlier in the 
month.

The Tri-Basin Natural 
Resources District and 
U.S. Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
teamed up to play host 
for the state competi-
tion.

“We are honored to 
host the state land judg-
ing contest,” said John 
Thorburn, Tri-Basin 
NRD general manager, 

in a news release. “It 
is critical that young 
people learn about the 
value of  our soil re-
sources. Holdrege Silt 
Loam is Nebraska’s of-
ficial state soil, so this 
are is ideal for a land 
judging event. I’m so 
thankful for the many 
volunteers and partner-
ing agencies who helped 
make this contest a tre-
mendous success.”

The pasture where the 
students did their judg-
ing stands on the divide 
between the Platte and 
Republican river drain-
age basins.

The competition chal-
lenges students to gain 

a better understanding 
of  soil structure and 
land evaluation. Each 
participant learns to 
recognize the physical 
features of  the soil, de-
termine land capability 
for crop production, and 
evaluate management 
practices needed for 
proper stewardship.

The top five teams 
advance to the na-
tional competition in 
Oklahoma City May 
3-5, 2022. They include 
Hampton (first place), 
Fullerton (second), 
Heartland (third), Hol-
drege (fourth and AC 
(fifth).

Individual champion 

and individual run-
ner-up were Brayden 
Dose and Evan Pan-
koke, both of  Hamp-
ton. Gage Friesen of  
High Plains was third, 
followed by Zubrod 
(fourth) and Charlie 
Wells of  Holdrege, fifth. 
Aiden Bewley of  Alma 
was sixth.

The Alma team fin-
ished sixth, just behind 
Adams Central, with 
1,094 total points, just 
missing qualifying for 
nationals.

Other Tribland 
schools competing at 
state included Doniph-
an-Trumbull, Deshler 
and Franklin.

AC team punches ticket to national land judging competition
ZUBROD PACES TEAM 

WITH FOURTH-PLACE 

INDIVIDUAL FINISH

LISA MASCARO,  

AAMER MADHANI AND 

FARNOUSH AMIRI

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
President Joe Biden an-
nounced Thursday that 
he and Democrats in 
Congress have reached 
a “historic” framework 
for his sweeping domes-
tic policy package. But 
he still needs to lock 
down votes from key 
colleagues for what’s 
now a dramatically 
scaled-back bill.

Eager to have a deal in 
hand before his depar-
ture late in the day for 
global summits, Biden 
made his case privately 
on Capitol Hill to House 
Democrats and publicly 
in a speech at the White 
House. He’s now press-
ing for a still-robust 
package — $1.75 trillion 
of  social services and 
climate change pro-
grams — that the White 
House believes can pass 
the 50-50 Senate.

The fast-moving devel-
opments put Democrats 
closer to a hard-fought 
deal, but battles remain 
as they press to finish 
the final draft in the 
days and weeks ahead.

“Let’s get this done,” 

Biden exhorted.
“It will fundamentally 

change the lives of  mil-
lions of  people for the 
better,” he said about 
the package, which he 
badly wanted before the 
summits to show the 
world American democ-
racy still works.

Together with a nearly 
$1 trillion bipartisan in-
frastructure bill, Biden 
claimed the infusion 
of  federal investments 
would be a domestic 
achievement modeled 
on those of  Franklin 
Roosevelt and Lyndon 
Johnson.

“I need your votes,” 
Biden told the lawmak-
ers at the Capitol, ac-
cording to a person who 
requested anonymity to 
discuss the private re-
marks.

But final votes will not 
be called for some time. 
The revised package 
has lost some top prior-
ities, frustrating many 
lawmakers as the pres-
ident’s ambitions make 
way for the political re-
alities of  the narrowly 
divided Congress.

Paid family leave 
and efforts to lower 

Biden announces 

‘historic’ deal — 

but must win votes

GRANT SCHULTE

Associated Press

OMAHA — Nebras-
ka’s largest and oldest 
state prison lost run-
ning water because of  
a plumbing issue, forc-
ing inmates and staff-
ers to use bottled water 
and portable toilets and 
raising concerns about 
conditions at the facil-
ity.

Officials at the Ne-
braska State Peniten-
tiary in Lincoln said 
they had to shut off the 
water Tuesday when 
they discovered numer-
ous leaks in the facili-
ty’s old, brittle pipes.

Laura Strimple, a 
spokeswoman for the 

state corrections de-
partment, said in an 
email Thursday that 
crews had restored wa-
ter service to the prison, 
although she didn’t 
specify when.

State Sen. Terrell 
McKinney visited the 
prison on Wednesday 
and said he saw toi-
lets filled with human 
waste. He said he was 
told that prisoners were 
getting two water bot-
tles a day, but some 
complained that they 
had only received one, 
and a few prisoners 
were using mop buckets 
to shower.

“From what I saw, it 

Water service outage 
at Nebraska prison 
raises new concerns
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