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WILL REYNOLDS
wreynolds@hastingstribune.com
CJ Remmenga wasn’t 

worried — because he 
rarely is — but he had 
reason for concern 
Thursday when the 
Five Points Bank Chiefs 
trailed Emporia Post 
5 6-1 in an elimination 
game.

Two games into the 
Mid-South Regional 
tournament and Rem-
menga hadn’t seen the 
mound.

A ‘Legion baby,’ mean-
ing his birthdate allows 
him to play an extra 
year of  baseball, Rem-
menga thought maybe 
he had thrown his last 
pitch for Five Points 
Bank.

While he was one of  
the arms sent to the 
bullpen to warm as the 
game began to slip away 
Thursday, it turned out 
the Chiefs didn’t need 
him. The offense awoke 
and Gabe Conant played 
hero with four innings 
of  relief  and a walk-off 
single in the ninth in-
ning.

“Everything happens 
for a reason,” Rem-
menga said in retro-
spect.

Boy, was he right.

The 2018 Hastings 
High graduate, toed the 
rubber Friday, poten-
tially for the final time.

There are few ways to 
end a career any better, 
if  that becomes the case 

in the coming days.
Remmenga set the 

tone with his heavy 
fastball, and then spun 
batters around with 

No-hitter provides perfect 
moment for mother and son

AMY ROH/Tribune

Five Points Bank’s C.J. Remmenga pitches 
during the team’s Mid-South Regional tourna-
ment game Friday at Duncan Field.

FPB Pitcher has 
extra reason to 

celeBrate Big win

WILL VRASPIR
wvraspir@hastingstribune.com

Family-oriented fun for the annual 
Kool-Aid Days celebration kicked 
off Friday with Senior Fest and the 
Klub Kool-Aid Sneak Peek at the 
Hastings City Auditorium.

Jessica Rohan, president of  the 
Kool-Aid Days board of  directors, 
said both events had great partici-
pation. Senior Fest focused on activ-
ities for more experienced Kool-Aid 
drinkers, while Klub Kool-Aid event 
featured early access to children’s 
games.

She said the sneak peak offers a 
chance for Kool-Aid club members 
to experience many of  the event’s 
activities without the crowds that 
will be in the downtown area on Sat-
urday.

“It’s a lot of  relaxed fun tonight,” 
she said.

Balloon Master Greg with The 
Balloon Brigade in Omaha stepped 
in to take the place of  crowd-fa-
vorite Poppin’ Penelope after a 
last-minute opportunity presented 
itself. Greg said he was glad to fill 
in on Friday crafting balloon ani-
mals, crowns, swords and more for 
children.

“It’s a lot of  fun,” he said. “The 
kids have been great. It’s a great 
family-friendly atmosphere.”

Rohan said The Amazing Arthur 
from the same entertainment com-
pany will be providing balloon cre-
ations for attendees on Saturday.

“They do a great job with what 
they do,” she said.

While they have a few spots to fill, 
Rohan said, a lot more volunteers 
have agreed to help during the week 
leading up to the event.

“We really appreciate the com-
munity stepping up to help us out,” 
she said. “We couldn’t do it without 
them.”

Festivities continue Saturday with 
the Kool-Aid parade in downtown 
Hastings, leading to the World’s 
Largest Kool-Aid Stand. Events will 
include the Cute Kid Contest, Kwick-
est Kool-Aid Drinker contest, and 
inflatable rides outside, as well as 
carnival games inside the City Audi-
torium.

After 4 p.m., the Kool-Aid stand 
will be moved to Brickyard Park to 
prepare for the second part of  the 
day’s activities.

Brickyard Park will open at 6 p.m. 
in preparation of  Nebraska native 
Luke Mills performing at Hastings 
Tribune Koncert Kool-Aid at 8 p.m. 
Admission is free for anyone with 
a 2019 Kool-Aid Days mug or shirt. 
Fireworks supported by the Adams 
County Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau will follow the concert.

On Sunday, the festival goes to 
Lake Hastings to spend some time 
on the water with the Tom Dinsdale 
Kardboard Boat Races.

For more information about the 
festival, visit www.kool-aiddays.
com.

Kool-Aid Days arrive

AMY ROH/Tribune

Morgan Petr, 10, of Glenvil, tries to throw a ball into a bucket while play-
ing games at the Klub Kool-Aid Sneak Peek event Friday at the City Audi-
torium.
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WILL VRASPIR
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Hastings HVAC fin-

ished preparing to ship 
what is likely its larg-
est international order 
to date on Friday, draw-
ing an appearance from 
Gov. Pete Ricketts.

Shawn Hartmann, 
vice president and 
chief  operations of-
ficer for Hastings 
HVAC, said the or-
der for HVAC parts 
bound for Australia is 
valued at more than 
$200,000, making it the 
largest order the com-
pany has shipped to 
the country. He said 
they’ve had larger or-
ders placed within the 
United States, but this 
is probably the largest 
order the company has 
shipped overseas in its 
history.

He said the busi-
ness is usually slower 
during the summer, 
but this year has been 

steady throughout.
“It’s a big deal,” he 

said. “It’s just going to 
keep getting better.”

Hartmann said the 
company has supplied 
the Australian cus-
tomer for a number of  
years, and the company 
has indicated plans to 
quadruple business in 
the near future, mean-

ing orders for parts 
should continue to 
grow.

“We think we’ll see 
bigger orders than this 
in the future,” he said.

Hartmann said the 
company’s success 
wouldn’t have been 
possible without local 

Ricketts helps HVAC celebrate
JARAD JOHNSON/Tribune

Mercedes Holmes presents her rabbit to Sue 
Nielsen, the small animals show judge, at the Ke-
arney County Fair on Friday.

SEE MINDEN/page A3

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Shawn Hartmann, Hastings HVAC chief operat-
ing officer and vice president, shows Gov. Pete 
Ricketts around the facility Friday during a tour.

JARAD JOHNSON 
jjohnson@hastingstribune.com
MINDEN — In be-

tween the cattle and 
swine pens at the Ke-
arney County Fair-
grounds here Minden, 
4-H’ers presented their 
animals for the small 
animal show Friday 
morning at the Kearney 
County Fair.

The small animal 
show was open to al-
most any pet, but 
mostly ducks and rab-
bits were entered, along 
with one dog and one 
cat. Kids were judged 
on their care, presenta-
tion and knowledge of  
the animal.

Sue Nielsen, the small 
animal judge, said 
knowing the animal 
is one of  the most im-
portant factors in do-
ing well. Usually, the 
knowledge has to be 
specific to the animal’s 
breed.

“It takes a lot of  study 
for the kids to get re-
ally good,” Nielsen said. 
“They have to know 
these breeds.”

For rabbit showman-
ship, each competitor 
placed his or her ani-
mal on a table for the 
judge, picking it up and 
rotating the animal 
for the judge to see all 
sides. The showman 
then would pay special 
attention to eyes, ears, 
teeth and feet. The com-
petitor also would give 
a short speech, describ-
ing the rabbit and its 

breed’s features.
Nielsen added to the 

challenge by quizzing 
the exhibitors on the 
ideal qualities for their 
rabbit’s breed and vari-
ous diseases.

When the standard 
rabbit show began, the 
judge focused more on 
the rabbit’s features, 
noting parts like the fur 
and ears. Competitors 
gave their speech, list-
ing features like their 
breed’s fur and eye 
color variations.

Ian Sinsel, 14, entered 
two rabbits into the 
competition and took 
grand champion for se-
nior showmanship. He 
said rabbits are easier 
to move around in front 
of  a judge, compared to 
hogs, but are harder to 
present because com-
petitors need to know 
more information.

“With pigs, they judge 
comes to your pig in the 
arena. For rabbits, you 
have to tell your judge 
everything about it,” 
Ian said.

Preparing a rabbit 
takes time, brushing 
and trimming its toe-
nails, then giving it a 
wash before the show, 
Ian said.

Following the rab-
bit show, exhibitors 
presented poultry in 
a similar fashion to 
the rabbits. Competi-
tors set their animal on 
the table, picked it up 
and rotated the birds 
to show its qualities. 
They would also extend 
its wings to display its 
feather quality.

Anna Sinsel, 18, 
brought her white 
crested duck, named 

Kearney County 4-H’ers present
furry, feathered friends at fair


