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        Harvard unable to slow down Shelton. - B1
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TODAY Sunny. Northwest wind 
5-15 mph becoming southeast.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. South-
east wind 5-10 mph.
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Hastings will soon get 

an updated comput-
er-aided dispatch and 
report management 
software system.

Members of  the Hast-
ings City Council voted 
8-0 during their regu-
lar meeting Monday to 
approve the purchase, 
license and services 
agreement with Global 
Software for Tac 10 re-
port management and 
computer-aided dis-
patch software. The 
10-year contract is for 
$314,448.

Of  the total, $25,000 
will be invoiced in this 
first year. The amount 
owed increases about 
5% each year, up to 
$38,783 in year 10.

“The research we’ve 
done, it’s very cost 
effective for our de-
partment,” said Mike 
Doremus, captain of  the 
HPD administrative di-
vision, in an interview 
Tuesday afternoon. “We 
found a lot of  organi-
zations that are similar 
to our size, and are also 
around the Tri-Cities, 
have paid a consider-
able amount more for 
their programs they uti-
lize. So we feel like this 
is probably the best av-
enue to take for our de-
partment.”

Doremus said the 
software will be imple-
mented in about six 
months because it will 
be custom-made for 
Hastings.

Police Chief  Adam 

Story said during the 
council meeting the 
new software will re-
place the department’s 
current CAD/RMS soft-
ware system, Sleuth.

Sleuth was provided at 
no cost by the state of  
Nebraska and has been 
in place since 2000. The 
department pays main-
tenance costs.

Moving forward with 
the new system will 
help integrate dispatch-
ing, police, mapping, 
the fire department and 
other similar functions.

“There’s just a lot of  
possibilities with this 
new system,” Story 
said.

He said Sleuth is at the 
end of  its usability.

He pointed out that 
replacing that software 
system was a recom-
mendation in the Novak 
Study from 2015.

Doremus said addi-
tions have been made to 
Sleuth over time.

“Each time there’s 
something that’s re-
quired by the state or 
something else we want 
to add to our program 
it’s just an additional 
module that has to in-
terface with the Sleuth 
program,” he said. “It’s 
all from Sleuth, but 
they’re trying to make 
all those programs 
work together as one.”

The recommendation 
within the Novak Study 
said there are reports 
of  conflicts between the 
software and hardware 

Dispatch software 
to get upgraded

Hastings Middle scHool  
takes part in global     

Hour of coding
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S
tudents may no 
longer be taking the 
classroom hamster 
home to learn respon-
sibility. Instead, they 

may be taking a robot to learn 
code at home.

That’s what students would 

have liked as they asked 
Terry Julian, technology 
facilitator at Hastings Pub-
lic Schools, to let them take 
Cozmo, a small robot with 
emotive LED eyes, home.

Cozmo the robot came out 
to Hour of  Code at Hastings 
Public Schools Tuesday night.

Hour of  Code is an event put 
on by Code.org to introduce 
kids to coding and is part of  
Computer Science Educa-
tion Week. About 25 people at 
the HPS Hour of  Code joined 

more than 800 million people 
globally, according to Code.
org.

Julian started hosting Hour 
of  Code at HPS in 2015 to get 
students interested in com-
puter science. Julian said cod-
ing helps students develop 
analytical thinking and cre-
ativity, adding that it is also a 
highly marketable skill.

“I just want to expose them 
to it. Right now it’s not in our 
curriculum,” she said.

JOHN HUTHMACHER
johnh@hastingstribune.com
HEBRON — Follow-

ing closely the results 
of  a survey launched 
in December 2018, He-
bron voters dove right 
in to approve a $3.5 mil-
lion bond to fund a new 
community municipal 

pool during a special 
election by mail that 
concluded Tuesday.

By an unofficial vote 
of  360-199 released 
Tuesday evening by the 
Thayer County Clerk’s 
Office, voters gave the 
nod to replacing the al-
most 90-year-old pool, 

which had fallen into a 
state of  disrepair that 
nearly forced its closure 
for the season in 2018. 
The unofficial margin 
of  victory for the ballot 
measure was 64% of  the 
total vote in favor of  the 
pool compared to 36% 
who were opposed.

“I thought it would be 
closer than that,” said 
Jana Tietjen, Hebron 
city clerk. “I’m pleas-
antly surprised. The 
public got to speak, and 
that is the important 
part. Obviously, the 
people think it’s a val-
ued amenity for people 

of  all ages in our com-
munity.”

One of  the oldest orig-
inal swimming pools 
in Nebraska, the anti-
quated pool had become 
unsafe for usage. Its 
well-worn interior was 
losing 20,000 gallons of  
water to leakage daily.

In addition to its se-
verely deteriorated op-
erating systems, there 
were multiple safety 
issues that made re-
placing the pool the 
most permanent alter-
native to permanent 
closure.

SARAH D. WIRE
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — 
House Democrats will 
charge President Donald 
Trump with at least two 
articles of  impeachment: 
abuse of  power and ob-
struction of  Congress, 
Democratic leaders an-
nounced 
Tuesday 
morning.

“We must 
be clear: 
no one, not 
even the 
president, is 
above the law,” said Rep. 
Jerrold Nadler (D-N.Y.). 
“We do not take this ac-
tion lightly, but we have 
taken an oath to defend 
the constitution.”

The House Judiciary 
Committee is expected 
to approve the articles – 
and potentially add more 
charges – during a legis-
lative session on Thurs-
day that could last up-

wards of  24 hours. The 
full House would then 
vote on whether to im-
peach the president next 
week.

On the heels of  Mon-
day’s hearing to receive 
evidence collected over 
the past two months, 
Democrats met Tuesday 
morning to discuss the 
impeachment effort.

Democrats say 
Trump’s pressure on 
Ukraine to investigate 
his Democratic rivals 
— which came while 
he withheld a promised 
White House visit for 
President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy and nearly 
$400 million in congres-
sionally mandated secu-
rity aid for the Eastern 
European country — is 
an impeachable offense.

“The president’s con-
tinuing abuse of  power 
has left us no choice,” 
said Rep. Adam Schiff 
(D-Calif.), chair of  the 

House Intelligence 
Committee, which 
conducted the bulk of  
the investigation into 
Ukraine. “The evidence 
of  the president’s mis-
conduct is overwhelm-
ing and uncontested. … 
And when the president 
got caught, he commit-
ted his second impeach-
able act.”

Republicans argue 
Trump was working 
within his authority 
to direct foreign policy 
and had legitimate con-
cerns about corruption 
in Ukraine.

Even with leadership’s 
announcement, there is 
debate among lawmak-
ers about how expansive 
the articles should be. 

Many Democrats, par-
ticularly progressives, 
want to see a broad 
case made against the 
president including ob-
struction of  justice for 

Voters approve new pool in Hebron

Democrats unveil articles of impeachment against Trump

ANDREW HARNIK/AP

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif. (center) with from left, Chairman of 
the House Intelligence Committee Adam Schiff, D-Calif., Chairwoman of the 
House Financial Services Committee Maxine Waters, D-Calif., House Ways 
and Means Committee Chairman Richard Neal, D-Mass., and Chairman 
of the House Judiciary Committee Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y, walk to a news 
conference Tuesday on Capitol Hill in Washington to unveil articles of im-
peachment against President Donald Trump.

Code for kids
JARAD JOHNSON /Tribune

Tim Lentz helps his kids, Esme, 7, and Carlos, 5, work on their coding projects during Tues-
day’s Hour of Code at Hastings Middle School.
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