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Tigers reach final day of state tourney. - B1
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TODAY Widespread frost before 9 
a.m. Otherwise, sunny.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. Wind 
gusts as high as 25 mph.
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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Re-
publican U.S. Sen. Ben 
Sasse told Nebraska 
constituents in a tele-
phone town hall meet-
ing that President Don-
ald Trump has “flirted 
with white suprema-
cists,” mocks Christian 
evangelicals in private, 
and “kisses dictators’ 
butts.”

Sasse, who is running 
for a second term rep-
resenting the reliably 
red state, made the 
comments in response 
to a question about 
why he has been will-

ing to publicly criticize 
a president of  his own 
party. He also criticized 
Trump’s handling of  
the coronavirus pan-
demic and said Trump’s 
family has treated the 
presidency “like a busi-
ness opportunity.”

The comments were 
first reported by the 
Washington Examiner 
after it obtained an au-
dio recording of  the 
senator’s comments, 
which has been posted 
on YouTube. Sasse 
spokesman James We-
gmann said the call oc-
curred Wednesday.

Two other Nebraska 
Republicans, U.S. Rep. 
Dan Bacon and state 
GOP executive director 
Ryan Hamilton, told the 
Omaha World-Herald 
that they disagree with 
Sasse’s characteriza-
tions of  the president.

“Senator Sasse is en-
titled to his own opin-
ion,” U.S. Rep. Adrian 
Smith, another Ne-
braska Republican, 
said in a statement. “I 
appreciate what Presi-
dent Trump has accom-
plished for our coun-
try and will continue 
to work with him on 

efforts which help Ne-
braska.”

Trump campaign 
spokesman Tim Mur-
taugh declined to 
comment on Sasse’s 
comments, the 
World-Herald said.

Sasse has positioned 
himself  as a conserva-
tive willing to criticize 
Trump, and he is seen 
as a potential presiden-
tial candidate for 2024. 
His comments Wednes-
day were in response 
to a caller who asked 
about his relationship 

Sasse rips Trump over COVID-19, foreign policy
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Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb., speaks during the con-
firmation hearing for Supreme Court nominee 
Amy Coney Barrett, before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee Wednesday on Capitol Hill in Wash-
ington.
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H
ANSEN — Vol-
unteers spent the 
week rebuilding a 
veteran’s work-
shop that was lost 

in a fire here on June 30.
Ken Hegwood of  Hansen 

used the workshop to keep 
his collection of  historical 
military artifacts, including 
helmets, medals, patches, 
pins, toys, books and more. 
He also used the space to 
paint on collectibles, adding 
division information, insignia 
or other art to bring out the 
history of  an object or mili-
tary unit.

Hegwood said he couldn’t 
express the gratitude he had 
for all the people who have 
stepped up to help in his time 
of  need. He said at the age of  
88, he didn’t think he would 
be able to rebuild on his own 
and would have to give up his 
hobby.

Not only did people offer 
to help fund and build the 
structure, but it will be a lit-
tle larger than his original 
workshop. 

“It’s amazing,” he said. 
“The only thing I asked for 
was an antique front door to 
match the one on my house.”

As soon as he learned about 
the fire, Steve Gerritsen of  
Hastings started trying to 
figure out how to make Heg-
wood whole again. Gerritsen 
has known Hegwood since he 

was 14 and considers him an 
adopted father.

One of  his first calls was 

to retired U.S. Army Col. 

Out of the ashes
VOLUNTEERS REBUILD 

VETERAN’S WORKSHOP AFTER 
FIRE DESTROYED IT

WILL VRASPIR/Tribune

Volunteers helped construct a new building this week to replace a workshop owned by 
Ken Hegwood of Hansen that was destroyed by fire June 30.
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Brian Hayes (left) and Frederic Drummond Jr. install a ceil-
ing Wednesday in a building volunteers helped construct 
following a June 30 fire that destroyed a workshop owned 
by Ken Hegwood of Hansen.
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Hastings Utilities staff 
members continue to 
evaluate a proposal 
from a Sanitary Im-
provement District east 
of  Hastings about oper-
ation and maintenance 
of  a new water system, 
with the hope to make a 
proposal to the Hastings 
Utility Board and even-
tually the Hastings City 
Council.

Hastings lawyer 
Chuck Shoemaker, who 
represents SID No. 1 
of  Clay County, told 
utility board members 
during the public com-
ment portion of  their 
Oct. 8 meeting that this 
matter goes back to the 
1940s when the U.S. Na-
val Ammunition Depot 
was developed east of  
Hastings.

In the late 1990s a por-
tion of  the water sys-
tem that was owned by 
a private individual was 
developing nitrate is-
sues with the well that 
provided water service. 
The owner of  the sys-
tem no longer wished to 
operate it.

There were a number 
of  users on the system 

in that area, including 
Central Community 
College.

As a way to assure the 
continuance of  water 
service at the college, 
a request was made for 
Hastings Utilities to 
take over the operation 
system.

That request “was not 
pleasantly received” by 
the Hastings Utilities 
administration, Shoe-
maker said.

The issue of  providing 
public services went to 
the City Council.

“The City Council 
told the Board of  Pub-
lic Works, ‘You need to 
take this over,’ ” Shoe-
maker said.

So an agreement was 
reached that the portion 
of  the system, called 
Community Munici-
pal Services, that ser-
viced the college was 
acquired and folded into 
the operation of  Hast-
ings Utilities.

Under the agreement, 
the division point where 
the services would be 
treated as owned by 
Hastings Utilities was 
well site 19, where 

HU evaluating offer 
to run water system 
east of Hastings
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Two more Adams 
County residents have 
died of  the novel corona-
virus disease, COVID-19, 
and 123 more residents 
of  the South Heartland 
Health District have 
been confirmed posi-
tive for the presence of  
the virus in their bodies 
since Tuesday.

The district health de-
partment reported the 
two deaths and 123 new 
cases in a news release 
Thursday night.

Both of  the fatalities 

were men — one in his 
70s and the other in 
his 80s — and both had 
underlying health con-
ditions, said Michele 
Bever, health depart-
ment executive direc-
tor. Both men’s positive 
cases had been reported 
previously in South 
Heartland COVID-19 
statistics.

The health depart-
ment doesn’t report 
COVID-19 deaths as 
such until it receives of-
ficial notification of  the 
causes of  death as listed 
on death certificates.

The two fatalities re-
ported Thursday night 
bring to 16 the total 
number of  South Heart-
land district residents 
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2 more Adams 
County residents 
dead from virus

HEALTH DISTRICT 
SURPASSES 1,000 

MARK FOR TOTAL CASES 
REPORTED TO DATE
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