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Inside
SINGING SURGEON

PITTSBURGH — Dr. Ronald
Johnson is a breast cancer surgeon,
but he does some of his best work
with his voice.

The 44-year-old staffer at Magee-
Womens Hospital in Pittsburgh is
drawing kudos from patients for his

musical bedside manner. He sings dur-
ing rounds and sometimes asks his
patients to join him to break the ice.

“The message is that your doc is a
human being and not a robot,” said
Johnson, who croons tunes from
Bruce Springsteen, Kenny Rogers
and others. “It makes everybody

relax. I don’t wear a grim face.”
“He’s just a delightful man,” said

Angie Lutton of Monroeville,
whom Johnson treated for breast
cancer two years ago. “I would hear
him coming to the room and there
was always a song.”

The Associated Press

Nation

Art by Erick Espinoza, 8,
Longfellow School

Mostly
cloudy
tonight.
Flurries
possible
Tuesday.

The Associated Press

LINCOLN — Nebraska’s chief medical officer
expects federal approval of the state’s first 1,500
doses of smallpox vaccine within the next 30
days.

With those initial doses, the state will be ready
to vaccinate health-care providers and other
officials as soon as the necessary vaccine is
licensed and approved by the federal govern-
ment, Dr. Richard Raymond said.

The state’s smallpox vaccination plan, which
has earned national recognition, calls for first vac-
cinating health-care providers, law enforcement
officers and other officials who would respond to
a smallpox outbreak. The plan includes progres-
sively more officials for vaccination, depending
on the amount of vaccine available.

The second stage of state’s plan calls for vacci-
nating all of the state’s 1.7 million residents.
That would only take place in the event of an
actual smallpox outbreak.

Federal officials are still debating whether to
speed up the process of offering vaccine to any
resident who wants it.

Some argue that it would be foolish to wait for
an actual outbreak or biological attack. Others
say the vaccine has caused severe reactions in
some people, and there is no reason to rush into
full vaccination, especially while vaccine is still
being tested and licensed.

President George W. Bush has delayed a deci-
sion on whether to make smallpox vaccine
available to the general population, but is
expected to order vaccinations for military per-
sonnel and civilian medical workers.

Raymond said Nebraska is ready to vaccinate
the state’s entire population if that becomes nec-
essary.

“If they call today with 1.7 million doses,
we’re ready to roll,” he said.

In an outbreak, vaccinated health-care work-
ers would hurry to the scene and assist patients
who may be infected. Nonvaccinated health-
care workers who came in contact with victims
would be quarantined and treated to avoid
spreading the disease further.

HASTINGS MAN DIES;
TWO WOMEN INJURED

LINDA GARCIA
Hastings Tribune

A Central Community College-Hastings stu-
dent was killed this morning on his way to
school.

Steven Fraiser, 18, of 3030 Park Lane Drive died
as a result of a two-vehicle accident at Showboat
Boulevard and J Street, said Adams County
Sheriff’s Deputy Mike Shada.

He was taken by ambulance to Mary
Lanning Memorial Hospital, where he died
this morning.

Fraiser was eastbound in his Buick Regal on J
Street heading toward CCC at about 8:15 a.m.

when he apparently ran the stop sign at
Showboat Boulevard, witnesses told Shada. He
collided with a pick-up truck driven by Jody
Vculek, 20, of rural Hebron.

Both vehicles ended up in a field on the north-
east corner of the intersection. Fraiser’s vehicle
traveled 123 feet, mostly on its top, Shada said,
before it landed on its wheels. 

Vculek and her sister, Melinda Bay, 21, also were
transported by Hastings Rural/Metro Ambulance
to MLMH for treatment. Bay had a broken leg, and
Vculek had a broken pelvis, Shada said. 

Vculek was headed to Joseph’s College of
Beauty in Hastings, where she is a student.

The vehicles were towed away. 
A deputy directed traffic this morning at the

busy intersection. 

BRENT
McCOWN/

Tribune

Hastings
rural fire-
fighters
walk
around the
scene of a
two-vehicle
accident at
the inter-
section of
Showboat
Boulevard
and J
Street this
morning. 

One killed in 2-vehicle accident

School
Supplies

BRENT McCOWN/Tribune

Above: Dorrel Lipker of Oak looks over a stack of chairs and desks before the auction begins at the Nelson Elementary School Saturday.
Top right: Four-year-old Madyson Schmidt of Ravenna plays with some blocks while her mom, Holly, (not pictured) watches items being
auctioned off at the school in Nelson Saturday. 

LISA COBLE
Hastings Tribune

N
ELSON —
Residents here saw
the writing on the
walls as they walked
through the class-

rooms of the old grade school at
340 S. Maple St. Saturday.

“I really miss this school.
Love always, ?,” one blackboard
read.

“John was here” and Goodbye
Mrs. Hansen, Class of 2000,”
were scribbled on another.

Sentiment could be heard in
the school’s hallways. 

It could also be seen out-

side, where an auction was
under way. After four years of
collecting dust, thousands of
old school supplies and equip-
ment that once helped chil-
dren here learn their reading,
writing and arithmetic were
sold.

DAVE WEAVER/AP

Three-time Tour de France
winner Lance Armstrong
(at podium) addresses the
media at a news confer-
ence to kick off the Heart
of America Tour, Sunday
in Lincoln. Also shown are
Irish rocker Bono (center
in cap); actress Ashley
Judd (background left)
and investor Warren
Buffett, (right). The Tour
is aimed at raising aware-
ness of the AIDS epidemic
in Africa. 

JEAN ORTIZ
The Associated Press

LINCOLN — A rock star’s campaign to
enlist the financial support of the U.S.
government in stopping the spread of
AIDS in Africa started in the American
Midwest.

For a very good reason, said U2 lead

singer Bono.
“There is a sense of community, of fami-

ly, a certain decency that we need to con-
vince the politicians,” Bono said Sunday.
“There is a moral compass in this part of the
country that reads clearly when it knows
the facts.”

Rocker calls Midwest 
region ‘moral compass’

Please see BONO/page A6

Smallpox
vaccine
coming

Please see SMALLPOX/page A6

AUCTION
EVOKES

MEMORIES, 
SADNESS Please see AUCTION/page A6

Please see ACCIDENT/page A6



REMEMBERING
Bernita Ostdiek of Nelson gazed out

of the tall school windows. She remem-
bers cherishing the view of the country-
side to the west and rooftops to the
east. 

Ostdiek was a custodian at the school
for eight years before it closed in 2000.

“I always did like the big rooms and
windows, having all the light, and you
could look out forever,” she said.

For some, the view out of those win-
dows Saturday was disheartening.

“It’s kind of sad. It’s a depressing deal,
but you know it was coming,” said Joe
Wehrman, president of the Nelson Board
of Education.

Buyers on Saturday looked at old desks
that had students’ names carved in them
or gum stuck underneath. They saw old
books belonging to the library that chil-
dren visited before the school closed.

“I think a lot of people came just to go
through the building and remember the
times they were here,” he said.

About 150 people signed up to bid
during the auction, but there were many
others, like Ostdiek, who strolled the
halls and reminisced.

Jerome D. Mazour of Nelson graduated
from the school in 1946. 

The building was Nelson High School
at that time. A smaller, stuccoed grade
school was north of it on the same lot.

“It’s kind of fun to go through and see
what I remember,” Mazour said.

He remembered that half of the sec-
ond floor was an assembly room with a
stage on the north end. Everyone sat in
rows, with the freshmen closest to the
west windows and the seniors closest to
the door.

The gym was in the basement. It still
is.

Mazour remembered there was no hot

lunch program. He walked to his aunt’s
house for lunch each day.

“It was a nice experience,” he said.
“Our teachers as a rule were sort of old
because it was during the war.”

The building was used as a high school
until 1969, when it was converted into a
grade school. The grade school to the
north was torn down in the ’70s.

Sheila McCartney of Nelson went
though grade school in the building. She
graduated in 1988 from the junior/senior
high school built up the street.

McCartney came back to teach fifth
and sixth grades in the building before it
closed.

“Coming back and being able to teach
here was pretty cool,” she said. “I miss
the building and the big rooms. The
building had character.”

Betty McCutchan of Nelson, who also

went to grade school there, was a little
sad as she bid on obsolete educational
materials and books. The future of the
building looks bleak, she said.

“The saddest thing is, probably even
this building here will be torn down
because there’s just no use for it,”
McCutchan said.

UNIFIED
In June 2000, Nelson joined with

Lawrence to share elementary, junior
and senior high schools. Financially, the
school could do much better sharing
staff and facilities, said Wehrman, the
Nelson school board president.

After the 1999-2000 school year, the
grade school closed.

In small towns like Nelson, population
factors into whether the school can stay
open.

McCutchan said she was worried
about the future of the junior/senior
high school in town.

“It’s sad that if our population doesn’t
grow at all we may not have a school,”
she said.

The Nelson school board had procras-
tinated in selling the equipment,
Wehrman said, but after the utilities
were shut off to the building, an auction
seemed like the next step.

The board has no plans for the school
building at this time, he said.

Originally, the auction was going to
include about 24 boxes of trophies and
plaques — some dating back to 1925.

“Some of the more significant trophies
are kept at the high school. There wasn’t
room to store everything, as well as the
new trophies Lawrence/Nelson has been
getting, together,” he said.

The trophies were just sitting in the
vacant building, but when someone sug-
gested selling them, the public disagreed.
So the school board decided to give the
trophies to the community club, which
will display them around town “as part
of the heritage and for the memories of
the people,” he said.

Don Cassell, school board member,
said the school system still was strong.
He went to high school in the building.

“We still have a good school system,”
he said. “The material things are leaving,
but the school system is still here.”

Some of the items auctioned were
brought from other schools in the South
Central Nebraska Unified School District
No. 5, to which Lawrence-Nelson
belongs.

Besides Nelson and Lawrence, the uni-
fied district includes the Sandy Creek,
Guide Rock and Superior schools.

Members of the Nelson school board
were on hand to help transport items
being auctioned by Uhrmacher
Auctions.
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Bono, whose given name is
Paul David Hewson, said he did-
n’t come to lecture. Instead, the
Irish rocker wanted to hear
what Nebraskans are willing to
do to help convince their law-
makers to divert government
funds toward the AIDS crisis in
Africa.

“These people ... are the ones
that will send the message to
Washington that we’re looking
for,” he said.

Bono also wants the
American government to for-
give the debts of African nations
so that money can be chan-
neled to fighting the disease.

His year-old organization —
Debt, AIDS, Trade Africa —
received the moral support
from the world’s second richest
man, Omaha billionaire Warren
Buffett.

“I welcome him and I wel-
come his ideas,” Buffett said

before the Sunday night event
that drew 2,300 people to the
Lied Center for Performing Arts.

To those who believe there
are not enough people that care
about the AIDS crisis, Bono
countered there are enough to
make changes.

“You are more powerful than
you think,” he told the stilled
crowd. “It’s not about charity.
It’s about justice and equality.”

Also taking part in the World
AIDS Day event were actress
Ashley Judd and four-time Tour
de France winner Lance
Armstrong.

“We’re extraordinarily hon-
ored to be here to learn and to
challenge other people around
the world to say, ’You know
what, a $4 dollar shot can pre-
vent a mother from transmit-
ting the HIV virus to her
infant,”’ Judd said.

Agnes Nyamayarwo, an
Ugandan woman living with
HIV, told of her experiences

when working with AIDS
patients in her country.

University of Nebraska-
Lincoln junior Nicholas Willis,
21, said that put the crisis into
perspective for him.

“It puts faces on the num-
bers,” he said.

Bono and Judd, best known
for the movies “Divine Secrets
of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood” and
“Double Jeopardy,” helped
assemble about 20 panels of the
traveling AIDS quilt earlier
Sunday at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln Student
Union.

Despite Judd’s high-heeled
shoes and Bono’s admitted fear
of heights, the two climbed a
ladder to fasten a piece of the
panel.

“It’s fine if I don’t look
down,” Bono said as he tenta-
tively stood midway up the lad-

der as Judd climbed to the top.
Bono also appeared at St. Paul

United Methodist Church to
help deliver the Sunday ser-
mon. He brought along
Nyamayarwo, who spread the
message about the importance
of anti-retroviral drugs for
someone living with HIV.

Bono has spent much of the
last year advocating relief for
African debt and AIDS aware-
ness. He said a 1986 trip to
Africa left a lasting impression
on him that action needed to be
taken.

He traveled to Africa in May
with U.S. Treasury Secretary
Paul O’Neill to draw attention
to the needs of the continent.

Bono’s Debt, AIDS, Trade
Africa tour was to continue in
six other states, including Iowa,
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio,
Kentucky and Tennessee. 

Speidell Monuments
201 S. BurlingtonAve. • Call Hastings Collect: (402)463-7115

Family
During this festive time of year,
we become more keenly aware of just
how much we value family, how much
we appreciate those we love most.

Since 1881, Speidell Monuments has
dedicated its labors to keeping family
memories alive from generation to
generation. Thanks for this privilege.

421 North Lincoln
Hastings, NE 68901

402-462-6460

Please consider helping the Crossroads
Center with the following critical needs.
Critical Needs: Milk, powdered dishwasher
detergent, carpet fresh, sugar, household
cleaners, women’s razors, coffee, creamer,
butter, trash bags (all sizes), disinfectant
spray, large Rubbermaid totes.
If you would like to volunteer to help with the Christmas

dinner, please call Kelli at the Crossroads Center.

by Russ and Sandy Shaw
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Flower and
Plant Life

THOU SHALT NOT
Among the commandments for

ensuring the long life of cut flowers is not
to place them near ripening fruit, which
releases tiny amounts of ethylene gas that
prematurely ages flowers. In addition,
never mix daffodils and narcissi with
other flowers. They emit latex from their
stems when cut. Known as “daffodil
slime,” it shortens the life of other
flowers. In addition, never place flowers
in a draft that can chill the flowers. Avoid
bright sunlight, which encourages
bacteria to breed, and keep floral
arrangements away from heating ducts.
Finally, resist the notion of putting
copper coins, aspirin, bleach, and
lemonade in vase water to prolong flower
life. Instead, use the flower food provided
by the florist.  We hope you can benefit

from some of the tips and information
we provide in our columns. At
SHAW’S FLOWERS &
GREENHOUSE, we are happy to
assist our community in learning about
beauty of plants and flowers.  We can
also help you to share them with others.
Call 402-463-1212, or call us toll free at
888-735-1212 and our friendly staff will
help you make an order. We have been
proud to serve our community for the
past 5 years at 710 W. 16th Street in
Hastings, and now you can come see us
at our newest location at 706 West. 2nd
Street, Downtown. Our flowers are
always guaranteed.

Hint: Remove dying flowers from
arrangements immediately, as
they can exert a compromising
effect on the remaining flowers.

www.shawsflowers.com

Vaccinating the general pop-
ulation would come at a cost. If
1 million of Nebraska’s resi-
dents were vaccinated, about
1,000 would experience minor
sickness such as fever and
chills, 50 would become seri-
ously ill, three or four would
suffer permanent neurological
damage and one or two would
die, Raymond said.

Those figures assume the
entire population is healthy.
People with HIV, AIDS or oth-
erwise weakened immune sys-

tems would be more vulnerable
to damage from the vaccine.
However, in a smallpox out-
break, 30 percent of those
infected probably would die.

The last case of human
smallpox occurred in 1977,
and the disease was declared
to be eradicated in 1980. It
has been identified as a poten-
tial bioterrorism threat. Iraq
and North Korea are thought
to have smallpox pathogens,
and al-Qaida has been pursu-
ing them, according to U.S.
intelligence.

Bono: Rocker kicks off World Aids Day
Continued from page A1

Smallpox: Vaccine
to arrive in state soon
Continued from page A1

FESTIVAL OF
LESSONS AND

CAROLS
Hastings College Choir and

members of the campus com-
munity will present the
Festival of Lessons and Carols
7:30 p.m. Dec. 5 in French
Chapel at Hastings College. 

College officials and stu-
dents will read nine lessons
that tell the story of
Christmas and Hastings
College Choir will offer
choral responses to each. 

Hastings college Crimson
Connection will serve wassail
and cookies at Hazelrigg
Student Union following the
event.

The event and reception are
free and open to the public.

Region
LIGHTING CANDLE
Bereaved families around

the world are invited to light
a candle Sunday in memory
of deceased children.

The Worldwide Candle
Lighting, coordinated by The
Compassionate Friends organ-
ization, is meant to create a
“24-hour wave of light” that
encircles the globe.

Families are asked to light
their candles at 7 p.m. local
time, either at home alone or
somewhere else as part of a
group.

This means the first candles
will be lighted in New
Zealand. Every hour, candles
in the next time zone to the
west will be lighted.

A special memorial page on
the World Wide Web will be set
up Sunday at The Compassionate
Friends’ site, www.compassion-
atefriends.org. Families are invited
to post a message.

The Compassionate Friends
has local chapters in Tribland.

State
UNL CRACKING

DOWN
LINCOLN — Stepped up

enforcement of anti-drinking
rules at fraternities and sorori-
ties along with new awareness
programs have helped reduce
alcohol-related problems at
the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, campus leaders say.

“Over 16 years, I’ve got to
say we’ve made a tremendous
amount of progress,” said
James Griesen, vice chancellor
for student affairs.

It used to be common four
years ago for on-campus parties
to have kegs and multiple cases
of beer at a party, said Mitch
Walden, president of the
Interfraternity Council and an
Alpha Gamma Sigma member.

The Associated Press

Auction: Memories, sadness at event
Continued from page A1

Local

BRENT McCOWN/Tribune

People gather around one of the three trailers loaded with items to be auctioned
from the elementary school in Nelson Saturday. 

BRENT McCOWN/Tribune

Hasting rural firefighter Tim Grothen looks inside one of the vehicles involved in a two-vehicle accident
at Showboat Boulevard and J Street this morning. 

Vculek and Bay were wearing seat belts; it has not been
determined whether Fraiser was wearing a seat belt. 

Alcohol and speed were not factors in the accident,
Shada said. 

Shada said the intersection has a history of accidents. 
“That intersection is a hazardous intersection for some

reason,” he said. “The state and county have worked to
make it safer. The one element we don’t have any control
over is the human element.”

The Adams County Sheriff’s Office, Hastings Rural Fire
Department, and Hastings Fire Department responded to
the accident. 

Accident:
Hastings
man killed
Continued from page A1


